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ABSTRACT 

 
REFUNCTIONING OF OLD TANNERIES IN KU�ADASI, AYDIN 

 

This study aims to survey, analyse and evaluate the old tannery site in Ku�adası, 

Aydın; and to propose a refunctioning scheme for the continuation of its survival. An 

application project for the conservation of this site has been developed by Göç-Tur 

Firm, which has rented the site from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism for 49 years. 

This thesis questions Göç-Tur’s project and develops an academic approach for the 

conservation problem. It claims that determination of an appropriate function for the site 

should be based on evaluations at tannery unit and site scales. Detailed analysis is a 

prerequisite for understanding of values and problems. The refunctioning scheme 

should consider urban requirements, reuse preferences, theoretical scope and structural 

necessities. 

The built cultural heritage in Ku�adası has been continuously damaged as a 

result of mass tourism and the absence of forward planning. Within this context, the old 

tannery site is a significant potential for Ku�adası as it still preserves the modest design 

character based on human scale and the original solid-void organization with minimum 

alterations. Moreover, the traditional leather production process documented via these 

tanneries is itself a value. 

When refunctioning decisions are determined mostly with the employer 

preferences rather than detailed analysis and evaluation phases, these decisions may be 

incompatible with the case potential. In turn, the appropriate function for the tannery 

site has been clarified after deciphering its urban and documentary values; and also 

spatial and structural problems within the frame of contemporary theory of 

conservation. Consequently, refunctioning of the discussed tannery site as a commercial 

district with the association of leather goods has been achieved. 
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ÖZET 

 
AYDIN, KU�ADASI’NDAK� TABAKHANE YAPILARININ YEN�DEN 

��LEVLEND�R�LMES� 

 

Bu çalı�ma Ku�adası, Aydın’da eski tabakhane bölgesinde yer alan tabakhane 

yapılarının belgelenmesi, analizi, de�erlendirilmesi ve varlıklarını sürdürebilmeleri için 

yeniden i�levlendirilmelerine yönelik öneri geli�tirilmesini amaçlamaktadır. Bu 

bölgenin korunması için, alanı 49 yıllı�ına Kültür ve Turizm Bakanlı�ı’ndan kiralayan 

firma (Göç-Tur) tarafından bir uygulama projesi geli�tirilmi�tir. Bu tez kapsamında, 

Göç-Tur Firmasının hazırladı�ı proje de�erlendirilmekte ve bölgenin korunması için 

bilimsel bir yakla�ım geli�tirilmektedir. Bölge için do�ru i�levin hangisi olaca�ının 

kararının, tek yapı ve alan ölçe�indeki de�erlendirmelere dayanması gereklidir. 

De�erlerin ve sorunların anla�ılabilmesi için ayrıntılı analiz çalı�malarının yapılması bir 

önko�uldur. Yeni i�lev belirlenirken; çevre gereksinimleri, yeniden kullanım tercihleri, 

kuramsal gereklilikler ve ta�ıyıcı sistem verileri göz  önüne alınmalıdır.  

Ku�adası’nın kültürel mirasını olu�turan yapılar, kitle turizmi ve planlama 

yetersizli�i sonucunda sürekli zarar görmektedir. Bu ba�lamda, eski tabakhane bölgesi, 

hala korumakta oldu�u mütevazi tasarım özellikleri, özgün dolu-bo� dengesi ve insan 

ölçe�ine yakınlı�ı ile Ku�adası için önemli bir potansiyeldir. Ayrıca, tabakhane yapıları 

aracılı�ı ile belgelenen geleneksel deri üretim sürecinin kendisi de bir de�erdir.  

Yeniden i�levlendirme kararları ayrıntılı analiz ve de�erlendirme evreleri 

sonucunda de�il de daha çok i�veren tercihleri do�rultusunda belirlendi�inde, bu 

kararlar bölgenin potansiyeli ile uyumlu olmayabilir. Tabakhane bölgesi için uygun 

i�lev, kentsel ve belge de�eri, ve mekansal ve ta�ıyıcı sistem sorunları belirlendikten 

sonra ça�da� koruma kuramları çerçevesinde netle�tirilmi�tir. Sonuç olarak, tartı�ılan 

tabakhane bölgesinin deri ürünleri ile ba�lantılı bir ticaret alanı olarak i�levlendirilmesi 

uygun görülmü�tür. 
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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This thesis documents a group of old tannery units constituting a tannery site in 

Ku�adası, Aydın, and proposes a refunctioning scheme for their conservation. In 2004, 

an adjudication was prepared by Culture and Tourism Ministry to rent this tannery site 

and a building lot neighbouring it at the south together with residential and touristic 

purposes. The preparation of the measured drawings and restitution projects of eleven 

tannery units has been carried out by the team of Göç-Tur1. Then, an application project 

for the conservation of the old tannery site has been developed by Göç-Tur Firm2, 

which has rented the site for 49 years. In this project, the discussed tannery site has been 

refunctioned as a complex constituted from hotel units and commercial units. (See 

related sections 1.2. Content and Methodology and 2.3. History of Tanning Process in 

Ku�adası) This thesis questions Göç-Tur’s application project and develops an 

academic approach for the conservation problem. Therefore, all the processes as data 

collection, data processing and proposal applied by Göç-Tur Firm have been evaluated 

and necessary completions, additions and changes have been made within this frame. 

The studies carried out by the team of Göç-Tur Firm and the contributions of this thesis 

to these studies are clarified and presented in a table below. (Table 1.1)    

The old tannery site is considered as a historic quarter for two basic reasons: 

First of all, today the tanning process for producing raw leather is not being applied by 

traditional tanning methods. Therefore, the old tannery site can be described as one of 

the few examples3 within which the characteristics of traditional tanning process are 

preserved. It is known that the profession of tanning leather was a splendid occupation  

 

                                                 
1  The archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 2, 

2005. The measured and restitution drawings have been prepared by architects Zeynep 
Gülden TEKET, Sait Özkal YÜRE��R, Eda Ezgi B�NGÜL and Murat PAPUTÇU between 
October 2004 and March 2005. 

2  The restoration projects of all thirteen tannery units were carried out by architect-restorer Nur 
Kocasoy and architect Zeynep Gülden TEKET worked in these projects between October 
2005–April 2006. Then, the restoration projects have been completed by Nur Kocasoy and 
given to Aydın Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 1.  

3  The existence of a working tannery structures in Crete Island constructed in 1866, in the 
similar locational positioning with the discussed site in Ku�adası, is derived from the 
researches on internet. On the other hand, there are tannery structures still in operation in 
Denizli constructed between 1935- 1950, in the similar period with the discussed site in 
Ku�adası. (Hayto�lu 2006)  
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Table 1.1 Comparison between the studies carried out by Göç-Tur Firm and Thesis 
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in Ku�adası for more than 150 years4. Moreover, these tanneries can guide us to 

understand the general characteristics of production buildings in Ku�adası region at the 

end of the 1960s. Therefore, the old tanneries have documentary value and rareness 

value. Secondly, the old tannery site should be taken into consideration with its 

ensemble value. The ensemble value of old tannery site is performed as a result of the 

unity of original urban elements such as the tannery building itself and the courtyard 

which are the indispensable elements of every production unit in the discussed site; 

annexes and latrines which can be parts of the unit composition as well. 

However, architectural values and original architectural elements of old 

tanneries have disappeared due to lack of maintenance, natural effects and vandalism. 

Moreover, with the relocation of tannery usage and replacement of the original usages 

with different functions, original characteristics of old tanneries started to be destructed 

gradually. However, they still preserve the modest design characters based on human 

scale and the original solid-void organizations with minimum alterations. 

Consequently, there is not any scientific research about the old tanneries in 

Ku�adası which had been constructed starting with the end of 1930s till the end of 

1960s.  

 

1.1. Aim of the study 
 

In historical coastal settlements that are under pressure of tourism such as 

Ku�adası, old tannery sites, which are at the centre of the present settlement layout, may 

be refunctioned so that a balance is achieved between the appreciation of values of the 

ensemble and the single buildings, and consideration of the present urban requirements. 

The thesis aims to criticize the conservation project prepared on the basis of 

employer preferences. It aims to present an academic approach for the survey, analysis 

and evaluation the old tannery site in Ku�adası and searches the refunctioning 

possibilities for the tanneries so that they can continue their survival. The study focuses 

on two different scales: tannery unit scale and the site scale. 

A refunctioning project at site scale is aimed to be prepared in order to conserve 

the tannery units with limited and necessary interventions since it is known that cultural 

properties live as long as they are used. “(Article 5, Charter of Venice 1964)” 

Nowadays, the tanning process is done by using chemical materials that pollute the 

                                                 
4  The raw leathers produced in Ku�adası were very precious and mostly preferred as the hides 

of animals were washed with salty water in the sea since sea waves make leather smoother.  
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environment. However, continuing the tanning process that was the original function in 

the discussed site in Ku�adası is not possible as the tanning process with traditional 

(natural) or chemical methods are not applied in Ku�adası today. Therefore, the 

determination of an appropriate new function for the site should be based on evaluations 

at tannery unit and site scales. Detailed analysis is a prerequisite for understanding of 

values and problems of tannery units and the site.  

Today, the region tannery units located is a place of touristic activities. The 

marina is located on the opposite side of them. Therefore, it is claimed that the old 

tannery ensemble should be refunctioned with touristic purposes with the aim of 

“enhancing the quality of place and ensuring its continuity as a desirable place to live”. 

“(Orba�lı 2000)”  

Consequently, there is a necessity of detailed architectural research and 

architectural documentation on tannery buildings in order to understand and decipher 

these buildings better. Moreover, it has been necessary to gather these documents before 

they are lost because of abandonment and lack of maintenance. 

 

1.2. Content and Methodology 
 

The methodology includes data collection, data processing and proposal. The 

contribution of this thesis to the method applied by Göç-Tur Firm is pointed out, 

whenever necessary. (Table 1.1) 

First of all; the scope of the study, its content, aim and possible methodology 

have been formulated. A case study has been selected. The conclusive remarks intended 

to be reached have been considered. Then, a work list has been formed and the 

succeeding steps have been undertaken. Improvements on the preliminary work list 

have been made, when ever necessary. 

 

Data collection: 

The first step of data collection is archive research. The archive research has 

been carried out at the archives of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural 

Properties, Number 2. The presence of a preliminary study on historical tanneries in 

Ku�adası dated 19845 was discovered. 

                                                 
5  The archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 2, 

1984. 
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The old tanneries in Ku�adası were listed individually first in 1984 by the survey 

team of General Directorate of Antiquities and Museums6. (See appendix A). The 

inventory sheets of the listed tanneries with photographs on the back surfaces, 1/200 

scale site plan, elevations and plan drawings of tanneries were prepared with in the 

frame of the study. The aim of the study was to provide opportunity in order to 

refunction the old vacant tanneries for touristic purposes. 

The next step is site survey as the primary part of the documentation process. 

The tanneries have been recently documented at the site by the team of Göç-Tur Firm7. 

This documentation process can be described as follows: to gather the preliminary 

information on the general characteristics of each tannery building, field surveys have 

been considered, and carried out. At the beginning of the field survey, photographs were 

taken in order to understand old tannery buildings separately. After taking the 

photographs, sketch drawings (plans, sections, elevations, details) were prepared in 

order to note the results of the measurements and draw the present situations of the 

tanneries. Typology of each roof were observed and recorded onto the site map8. At the 

beginning of the measurement process, datum line was installed with water full hose for 

each tannery building. It was needed to provide reference for vertical measurements that 

were necessary for drawing the sections and elevations. The vertical measurements 

which are too high to reach with measuring tapes were taken with the help of range rod.  

Within the frame of the thesis, the literature research has been carried out on 

four different issues as the third step of data collection. The first issue is on the 

understanding of the traditional tanning operation and tannery structures with its related 

facilities. The second issue is for making the analysis of the values and problems with 

the help of urban and architectural conservation principles. The third issue is on 

understanding of the critical points about the urban conservation of historic settlements 

placed in touristic towns. The last issue is on the evaluation of the theoretical necessities 

at conservation field in relation with re-use discussions.  

                                                 
6  These drawings were prepared as a result of two-year long survey carried out by Ayten 

YÜKSEKÜLKÜ and Nurcan GÖKALP as the survey team of General Directorate of 
Antiquities and Museums. 

7  The archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 2, 
2005. The documentation work at the site has been carried out by architects Zeynep Gülden 
TEKET, Sait Özkal YÜRE��R, Eda Ezgi B�NGÜL and Murat PAPUTÇU during October 
2004. 

8  Geoteknik Harita Firm prepared the site map and measured the entrance elevations of two-
storied tanneries by total station that is an electric device. 
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Interviews with the old leather masters9 of studied tanneries are also carried out 

within the frame of the thesis as the last step of data collection.  

 

Data processing: 

The first step of data processing is to constitute the measured drawings and 

narrations.  

After the field survey was finished, 1/200 scale site plan and site elevations, 1/50 

scale measured drawings (plans, sections, elevations) and 1/20 scale system details were 

prepared on Auto-Cad Software on computer by profiting from the photographs and 

measurements taken in the field10. (See appendix A) 

Within the frame of the thesis, the conceptual scope of the documentation phase 

has been reconsidered so that related illustrative and written material have been 

reorganised to serve the problem definition of the thesis. The documentation process has 

been reconsidered as follows. The dimensions of the texts on 1/50 scale measured 

drawings related to dimensioning are enlarged as the drawings in this thesis will be 

reorganised according to A4 format. These drawings were enriched with the explanation 

notes providing information about materials, damages and alterations. Further damages 

and alterations also have been illustrated on this final documentation. Detailed 

narrations have been prepared at two different scales as site and single building scales.  

The narration at site scale concerns the location, form and dimensions of the 

tannery site, and the circulation scheme and the lot organizations of the individual 

tanneries. The data gathered with the help of the documentation process have been 

analysed and illustrated on maps in order to make comparison about the current 

characteristics of the tanneries with each other. Analysis maps have been designed on 

the basis of the following criteria. The analytical data on “Roof plans”, “Urban 

elements”, “Construction system”, “Solids and voids”, “Story system”, “Presence of 

architectural elements” have been illustrated with a variety of hatches on the 1/1000 site 

plan. This documentation process is named as mapping. On the other hand, building 

typologies have been analysed so that original elevation and space organisations are 

deciphered. 

                                                 
9  The interciews have been carried out with two leather masters worked in these tanneries. 
10  The documentation work of all existing tanneries except tannery one and tannery two has 

been carried out by architects Zeynep Gülden TEKET, Sait Özkal YÜRE��R, Eda Ezgi 
B�NGÜL and Murat PAPUTÇU between October 2004 and March 2005. Measured 
drawings, damage analysis, alteration analysis, short descriptive reports have been prepared. 
On the other hand, tannery one and tannery two have been documented by a team of 
Eski�ehir Anatolian University. This documentation includes a measured survey set and a 
restitution set.  
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Each tannery unit is given a number within the frame of the study. The unit at 

the northern end of the Second Dead-end Street is numbered as one. Then, the other 

tannery units are numbered in the clockwise direction. There are thirteen tannery units. 

The narration at single building scale concerns the introduction paragraphs and five 

subtitles mentioned above: spatial layout, elevation characteristics, spatial alterations, 

structural characteristics, and structural failure and material deterioration. The text is 

supported with both measured drawings and photographs as illustrative materials in the 

documentation process. 

The location of the tannery in the site and its neighbours, the storey number of 

the tannery, its dimensions and the organization of the urban elements existing in the 

tannery lot and the previous usages are described in the three paragraphs of the 

introduction, respectively. 

The first characteristic to be identified is the spatial layout. The plan scheme of 

the tannery and the perception of the tannery at first sight, the organization of opening 

series, and all the building elements placed in the tannery are described, respectively. 

The building elements placed in the tannery are described at both ground and first floors 

(if it exists) in the clockwise direction starting from the middle point of the entrance 

elevation. First the spatial layout of the tannery, then the annex/additional mass (if it 

exists), and finally, the courtyard are deciphered in detail. 

Then, elevation characteristics are identified. First, the characteristics of the 

entrance elevation are deciphered. Then, the other elevations to be described are 

determined according to the clockwise order. The proportions of the openings and the 

elements of the elevations and their positions at the ground and the first floor levels are 

described in detail, respectively. First the elevation characteristics of the tannery, then 

the annex/additional mass (if it exists) and finally the courtyard are deciphered in detail. 

The third characteristic to be identified is spatial alterations. The additional 

subspaces and masses, and the loss of original spaces damaging the original spatial 

character of the tannery lot are deciphered in the first paragraph. Then, the alteration of 

the elements is described. This actually includes five different types of alteration: 

Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements, renewal of elements 

and loss of elements. 

The next characteristic to be identified is structural characteristics. First, the 

characteristics of the structural elements are deciphered. The structural elements are 

discussed in the order of walls, floors and roofs at both the ground and first floors (if it 

exists). On the other hand, at each phase, first the structural characteristics of the 
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tannery, then the annex/additional mass/subspace (if it exists) and finally the courtyard 

are deciphered in detail. The construction techniques and materials, and the forms and 

dimensions of each structural element with their covering materials are deciphered in 

the text. The characteristics of the building elements existing are described in the last 

paragraph.  

The last characteristic to be identified is structural damage and material 

deterioration. This actually includes deciphering of all damage and deterioration types 

observed in the structural systems of each tannery. The structural damages and material 

deterioration are discussed in the order of walls, floors and the roof, respectively. First 

the damages and deterioration of the tannery, then the annex/additional mass (if it 

exists) and finally the courtyard are deciphered in detail. 

The second step of data processing is the evaluation phase. It has not been 

considered in the restoration project of Göç-Tur Firm. Within the frame of the thesis, 

the evaluation criteria of the tannery site and the individual tannery units are developed 

on the basis of their identified values and problems, respectively. The discussions have 

been prepared at two different scales as site scale and single building scale by listing the 

values and the problems. 

The evaluation results related with values and problems at single building scale 

are compared with each other, while the results at site scale are only identified. 

Therefore, the text is supported with both tables and maps as illustrative materials in the 

evaluation process at single building scale. 

The types of the values and, the structural and the spatial problems observed in 

each tannery unit are listed. Each type of value/problem is given a point according to its 

risk level. The structural and spatial problems are checked for each tannery building at 

the tables. Then, the points given to each tannery unit are added to decipher its state of 

authenticity, state of conservation and state of being altered compared to the other units. 

The data related to the values and problems ascertained with the help of documentation 

process about the individual thirteen tannery units have been evaluated and illustrated 

on tables. Then, the tannery units are grouped according to the total points. Finally, after 

evaluating each tannery unit, the analytical data including “Originality of solid-void 

organization”, “Level of perceptibility”, “Level of originality”, “Level of structural 

damage” and “Level of spatial alterations” have been documented with a variety of 

hatches on the 1/1000 site plan concerning the whole tannery buildings.  
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The third and last step of data processing is restitution phase11. Within the frame 

of the thesis, the conceptual scope of the restitution phase has been reconsidered so that 

related illustrative and written material have been reprepared to serve the problem 

definition of the thesis. 1/200 scale restitution site plan and site elevations and 1/50 

scale restitution plans, sections, elevations of individual tannery units have been 

prepared by the help of Auto-Cad software in computer environment. However, the 

restitution drawings in this thesis will be published according to A3 format. On the 

other hand, original construction details of the individual tanneries/annexes have been 

prepared within the frame of the thesis. 

 The restitution has been prepared at two different scales as site scale and single 

building scale. Since there are the site elements altered in the late periods of the tannery 

process such as semi-open spaces with lean-to roofs and additional masses, two phases 

of restitution have been suggested. These are “the phase of 1940s” reflecting the former 

situation of the tannery site and “the phase of 1960s” reflecting the later situation of the 

tannery site before the abandonment of the original tannery function. The phase of 

1940s is deciphered in the restitution, if the opposite is not stated. These two phases as 

1940s phase and 1960s phase are shown with two different colours in the drawings as 

red and orange, respectively. 

The intervention decisions are discussed as the removals and additions. They are 

deciphered in detail in the order of the mass to the elements. Additionally, the additions 

are especially identified first in the tannery, then in the annex/additional mass and 

finally in the courtyard. In the restitution drawings, only the additions are illustrated. 

The location, form, dimension and material of the additional element and the sources for 

taking the related restitution decisions are discussed together in the text. The existence 

and detail of the additional element are discussed in the text, if it is necessary. On the 

other hand, location, form, dimension and material have been symbolised in the 

drawings with their capitals. The details of the architectural elements such as door and 

window openings of each tannery (if they exist) are drawn and organized together in the 

restitution sheet. They are named such as Det: Type 1.A, Det: Type 2.B. The numerals 

refer to the tannery numbers.   

                                                 
11  The restitution drawings (1/200 scale restitution site plan and site elevations and 1/50 scale 

plans, sections and elevations of the all the existing tanneries except tannery one and tannery 
two) have been prepared by architects Zeynep Gülden TEKET, Sait Özkal YÜRE��R, Eda 
Ezgi B�NGÜL during February 2005. Short descriptive reports have been prepared as well. 
In the preparation of these restitution drawings, the interviews with the old leather masters of 
the studied tanneries and the literature research have not been carried out. On the other hand, 
the restitution drawings of tannery one and tannery two have been prepared by a team of 
Eski�ehir Anatolian University. (Appendix A) 
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The inventory sheets of listed tanneries dated 198412 enriched with photographs, 

description reports and key plan drawings, old map illustrating the site organisation in 

1/200 scale, site elevations, sections and plans in 1/200 scale documented in 1984; the 

information coming from the building itself with traces, the comparative study results 

within the site and within the building itself, and the interviews13 with the old leather 

masters of the studied tanneries are the sources of restitution. Within the frame of the 

evaluation of these gathered sources, necessary removals and additions have been 

considered to form the restitution hypothesis. 

The reliability of the restitution has been defined according to the following 

criteria: 

• The reliability of the removal and addition decisions taken is very high, if 

they are supported with at least two of the following sources: the 1984 measured 

drawings, the information coming from the building itself, the inventory sheets enriched 

with photographs and description reports. 

• The reliability of the removal and addition decisions taken is high, if they are 

supported with one of the following sources: 1984 measured drawings, the information 

coming from the building itself and the inventory sheets enriched with photographs and 

description reports. 

• The reliability of the removal and addition decisions taken are at moderate 

level, if they are supported with one of the following sources: the comparative study 

results within the site and the comparative study results within the building itself. 

• The reliability of the removal and addition decisions taken are low, if they are 

only supported with the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. 

The reliability of the removals and the additions are ranked in four major groups 

as ‘very high’reliability, ‘high’reliability, reliability at ‘moderate level’, and 

‘low’reliability and discussed at the end of the restitution text. Every reliability level is 

shown with different colours of related capitals (L F D M) symbolising the location, 

form, dimension and material. These four reliability groups as  ‘very high’reliability, 

‘high’reliability, reliability at ‘moderate level’, and ‘low’reliability are shown with four 

different colours in the drawings as purple, blue, green and yellow; respectively. 

                                                 
12  Unfortunately, two of the forms are missing at the archives of �zmir Conservation Council of 

Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 2. 
13  The information is gathered from Tu�rul KUTUCU and Ayhan ARIN, retired leather 

masters, about traditional leather production process and spatial organization. 
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Proposal: 

After data collection and data processing has finished, the proposal phase has 

been considered to determine a refunctioning scheme for the tannery site and individual 

tanneries.  

Within the frame of the thesis, the refunctioning phase has been reconsidered 

and related drawings and narrations have been reprepared. In the discussion of the 

proposal for the case; first, urban requirements are evaluated. Then, re-use preferences 

are discussed and the brief is clarified. In the next step, theoretical scope is defined 

within the frame of contemporary theory of conservation. Related charters and 

discussions of scholars are pointed out. Finally, structural necessities are considered. 

Each of the above stated discussions follows the order of site and single building 

scales, respectively. 

Again, in each discussion, first, related literature is reviewed. Then, relevance of 

the literature survey results for the case study is pointed out. Finally, intervention 

decisions related with the discussed phase are presented. The text is supported with 

maps and design drawings as illustrative materials in the proposal process at both site 

and single building scales. “Original elements” and “Elements to be removed” have 

been documented with a variety of hatches on the 1/500 site plan as a result of mapping 

technique concerning the whole tannery buildings. Design drawings include 1/500 plan 

and section drawings illustrating the tannery site whole at site scale. 

In the conclusion, the information about the tannery site and the individual tannery 

units gathered within the frame of the thesis is summarised on the basis of the comparison 

method. Each issue is discussed considering the general characteristics and exceptions. 

 

1.3. Sources 
 

In the determination of the scope of this thesis, previous researches on the 

subject have been evaluated. There is no previous academic work discussing the tannery 

site in Ku�adası. Within this context, the buildings themselves are the primary sources. 

Nevertheless, inventories of the tanneries have been prepared in 1984. Documentation 

project of Göç-Tur in 2005 has also been made use of. Also, interviews with leather 

masters who worked in the case study area have provided valid information. On the 

other hand, there is theoretical research on tourism-cultural heritage relations; 

conventions, charters and guidelines on principles of conservation; the evaluation of 

these conventions, etc. with reference to conditions of Turkey; and evaluation methods 
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for built cultural heritage in Turkey. The most important sources that have guided the 

scope of this study are discussed below: 

Archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties, 

Number 2, 1984. Inventories of the tanneries in Ku�adası. These inventories provide 

valid information on the original compositions of tannery units and their related 

facilities. 

Göç-Tur documentation project, 2005. This documentation project provides 

detailed drawings and photographs as illustrative materials related to the case study. 

Interviews with leather masters, 2006. These interviews provide information on 

the historical phases of tanning process and related facilities.  

Kuban, D., 2000. “Tarihi Çevre korumanın Mimarlık Boyutu Kuram ve 

Uygulama”. This book provides a critical view to the field of conservation as a 

contemporary discipline and makes valid remarks considering the conditions of Turkey 

as a developing country.  

Madran, E. and Özgönül, N., 2005. “Kültürel ve Do�al De�erlerin Korunması”. 

This book makes the definitions related to the field of conservation and defines the 

values and problems of the built cultural heritage with specific examples from Turkey.  

Orba�lı, A., 2000. “Tourists in Historic Towns”. This book analyses the effects 

of tourism in historic settlements with five different case studies.  

Latham, D., 2000. “Creative Re-use of Buildings Volume 1 and 2”.  This book 

provides the principles for re-use based on three dimensions as urban requirements, re-

use scheme and structural statement. 
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CHAPTER 2 
 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH 
 

Historical information about Ku�adası, history of traditional tanning process in 

Anatolia, history of tanning process in Ku�adası, historical production process and 

related facilities and spatial morphology in relation with functional necessities are 

discussed below. 

 
2.1. Historical Information about Ku�adası  
 

Ku�adası Gulf was dominated from 3000 BC to 1100 BC by Hittites and Ionians 

in chronological order. The region in which Ku�adası located was very significant for 

early Ionian settlements. Ephesus and Panaion, the two holy centres of Ionian Union 

were two centers. Between these two centers, small settlements such as Pigela, and 

Anaion were situated (1000BC). The oldest one of the small settlements was Pigela 

located three km from Ku�adası. After Ephesus Harbour had lost its value, the 

merchants had decided that Marathasion (Ku�adası) should be the new harbour and they 

named it Neapolis (the new city). Neapolis, known as the first settlement located in 

Ku�adası boundary, was settled in a small peninsula (Yılancı Burnu) on the west of 

Güvercin Island. The region was controlled by Roman and Pergamon Kingdom, 

Armenian, Byzantine, Seljukids, Byzantine, Mente�eo�ulları Emirate and some other 

Turkish Emirates in the chronological order before the Ottomans. (Figure 2.1) 

 

2.2. History of Traditional Tanning Process in Anatolia  

 
Tanning is an occupation “as old as the history of humankind” “(Da�da� 2000)”.  

It is a craft within which hides or skins of animals are converted into leather. The people 

whose occupation is to tan hides into leather are called tanners and the places where 

tanning process is carried on are called tannery units. “(Merriam-Webster’s Unabridged 

Digital Dictionary 2000)” 
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Tanning process occurred as a result of the usage of leather for multifunctional 

purposes and the necessity to prevent normal deterioration of leather and to give 

elasticity. There have  been  various  methods  in  order  to  preserve  leather  for  longer 

 
 

Figure 2.1. Location of Ku�adası 

(Source: Geçmi�ten Gelece�e Ku�adası 2000) 
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periods through some operations specific to the end-product or the local settings in 

settlement. Tanning hides with vegetative tannic acid, which has been applied in 

Anatolia commonly, is one of these methods applied in Ku�adası. It is known that the 

profession of traditional tanning has been continuing over 150 years in Ku�adası. 

“(Da�da�  2000)” 

The vegetative tannic acid exists in roots, trunks, leaves, barks and seeds of 

some plants. “(Hayto�lu 2006)” The vegetative tanning materials, which were added 

into water used for cleaning the hides, were produced by breaking these plant elements 

into pieces by specific mills. It has given colour to hides as well. 

It has been stated that traditional tanning process has been one of the oldest and 

most widespread production occupations in Anatolia as it is rich in vegetative tanning 

materials and water sources. It has been known that the tanning process was carried out 

in the periods of Hittite, Roman, Byzantine, Seljukian and Ottomans. “(Hayto�lu 2006)” 

In Ottomans period, traditional tanning process had a significant role related to the 

military needs for leather goods. Therefore, tanners were the most crowded and 

independent working class in settlements. It has been stated that the most successful 

period of traditional tanning process was 16th and 17th centuries as Turkish leathers 

were being known in other countries. “(Hayto�lu 2006)” Today, one can see meeting 

streets and districts named “Tabakhaneler Street”, “Tabakhaneler District” as a proof of 

how widespread occupation tannery process is.  

It has been stated that new (chemical) methods started to be applied in tanning 

process as a result of industrial developments in Europe and the demands for Turkish 

leathers were reduced in the 19th century. The other reasons for retrogressions of 

Turkish traditional tanning process were difficulties of the process, very long time 

period (between three to five months) and insistence on using traditional (natural) 

methods in tanning process. Turkish traditional tanning process was also carried out in 

Turkish Republic with its old and rooted structure not competing with western 

developments till 1960s. “(Hayto�lu 2006)”  

Consequently, the traditional tanning process, which was a combination formed 

by various civilization of Anatolia, is no more being applied with its natural methods.  
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2.3. History of Tanning Process in Ku�adası  
 

Tannery structures are production buildings in which hides of animals were 

tanned with natural or chemical methods in order to produce raw (immature) leathers 

for manufacturing goods. 

There was a previous historical tannery area located in Tabakhaneler Street, 

whose name has been renamed as �nönü Street in course of time, very close to the town 

centre concerning residential units and seaside. (See figure 2.1. the historic settlements 

in the boundaries of the town centre in Ku�adası ) In 1890s, there were twenty two 

tannery units locating on both sides of this street. Unfortunately, today none of the 

historical tannery units has been survived. In the past, here the skins of animals were 

washed by salty water of sea waves; therefore, the raw leathers were becoming 

smoother than the ones washed by normal water. The raw leathers produced in Ku�adası 

were very precious and mostly preferred. The tanning process was being carried out by 

both Greek and Turkish leather masters in historical tanneries before 1922. Then, it has 

been carried out by only Turkish leather masters after the course of exchange. “(Da�da� 

2000, Ergül 2000)” (Figure 2.2) 

However, production process carried out in Tabakhaneler Street was ended and 

the whole historical tannery area was relocated in 1937. Since the urban developments 

in Ku�adası center were in progress related to tourism activity, the tannery site in the 

vicinity of town center was seen as a threat for these developments. “(Da�da�  2000)” 

Therefore, construction of new tannery units has been necessitated in Akyar 

Settlement which was later location for tannery units. This construction process 

constituting later tannery site, which is subjected to thesis, has been planned and 

completed between 1930-1945 years in three following ranks as 1930-1937, 1938-1942, 

1942-1946.  The existence of the following construction process in three ranks can be 

understood by the construction dates recorded in 1984 inventory sheets. However, three 

tannery units belonging to the third rank have been demolished at present. It is stated 

that the tannery buildings existing were constructed by Turkish building masters14. The 

traditional tanning process here was applied with human strength till 1960. Then, some 

specific machines related to the tanning process took over.     

                                                 
14  While most of the building masters are Greek before 1922, Turkish building masters 

continued the traditional construction techniques inherited from Greek instructors. The names 
of Turkish masters have been deciphered in the article of Ku�adası Evleri 4 in the magazine 
of Mimarlık 81/1 written by Cengiz Bekta�.  
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The tannery units in the tannery site existing in Akyar Settlement at present have 

worked until the 1968 as tanning process carried out in here was ended and the whole 

historical tannery area was relocated as a result of the similar reasons. A marina was 

planning to be constructed in Ku�adası and the opposite side of the tannery site has been 

decided for its location. It was foresighted that the tannery site would be in the 

boundaries of town center after the rapid urban developments took place; however, 

tanning areas should be situated in the skirts of settlements because of sanitary reasons. 

Today, the discussed tannery site is in the boundaries of town center confirming the 

foresight. It has been stated that the tannery units have moved into the outskirts of the 

town known as E�ek Cehennemi Settlement, in which slaughterhouse of the 

municipality is placed, as their final location. “(Da�da�  2000, Ergül 2000)” Today, 

there is not any tannery building tanning hides by traditional (vegetetive) or artificial 

(chemical) methods in Ku�adası as they can no longer compete with mass production; 

therefore, tanning process was completely ended in Ku�adası. However, there are 

commercial leather shops in Kaleiçi whose owners are sons of leather masters who 

worked in tanning process. 

After moving of tannery usage from the discussed tannery site and opening of 

marina, the ownership and the control of tanneries was taken from the tanners and held 

by the government since 1983. The redundant tannery site was decided to be 

transformed into a commercial district. (Figure 2.3) Then, the right of tannery site use 

was given to Culture and Tourism Ministry. In 1984, all tannery units listed at single 

building scale. Then, the tannery site was decided to be refunctioned for residential or 

commercial purposes in the 1/ 1000 scale development plan decisions. Since the 

redundant tannery site was not cared by Culture and Tourism Ministry, some serious 

problems occurred at the site. Three of the tannery units were demolished and a hotel 

was constructed here, though they were also listed. The reason was it was 'forgotten’to 

add necessary explanations on the ownership documents in the related archives. On the 

other hand, the tannery units left were re-used with different functions as house and 

warehouse since the end of 1983.  

As a result, Ku�adası Municipality requested to take the right of tannery site use 

from Culture and Tourism Ministry in 2001. This request was refused by National 

Property Administration. When one of the tannery buildings started to be collapsed, the 

preparation of the measured drawings and restitution projects of two tannery units was 

carried out with the corporation of the municipality and Anadolu University in 2003.  
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Figure 2.2. Adjustments on the satellite map showing the historic quarters of Ku�adası 

(Source:  WEB_1 2006) 

 

 

Figure 2.3. Master plan prepared for Ku�adası in 1978 

(Source: Archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties 1984 ) 
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These projects were approved by �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural 

Properties, Number 2. As a result, the attention of Culture and Tourism Ministry was 

directed on the subject. Then, an adjudication was prepared by Culture and Tourism 

Ministry to rent the site for residential and touristic purposes and Göç-Tur Firm has 

rented the site for 49 years.  

The preparation of the measured drawings and restitution projects of eleven 

tannery units has been carried out by the team of Göç-Tur. (See Section 1.3 

Methodology) These projects have been approved by �zmir Conservation Council of 

Cultural and Natural Properties, Number 2 in 2005. The preparation of the restoration 

projects have finished and given to Aydın Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural 

Properties, Number 1. 

 

2.4. Historical Production Process and Related Facilities 

 

The hides of different kinds of animals are tanned in tannery buildings with 

variable processes, materials and facilities in different regional conditions in order to 

produce raw leather. Then, the raw leather is used in producing the goods. The skins of 

cattle are tanned in the tanneries researched with in the frame of this thesis. The 

processes applied to the cattle skins can be classified in three basic groups as follows: 

• Wet Functions  

• Dry Functions 

Wet functions are cleaning and tanning. Dry functions are drying, stretching and 

polishing, oiling and dyeing. Some of these processes have two or more steps. The 

processes arranged in order are as follows: 

Cleaning: The skins have been salted down in order to prevent spoilage before 

coming to the tanneries. The skins should be cleaned from salt, fur, nerves and muscles. 

The first step of the cleaning process is purification of the skin from salt. The following 

step is the removal of the fur that is cleaned of with lime mixed water. The last step is 

the purification of leather from the nerves and muscles with knives and water mixed 

with dog excrement. The skins are kept in pools full of water enriched with lime or dog 

excrement in order to remove the foreign substances 

Tanning: The cleaned skins are tanned with the tanbark mixed water in which 

the hides are kept after cleaning process. This tanbark mixed water must be changed 

three or four times. The colours of the skins before tanning are milky white, but the 

colour of the skin becomes darker after the operation. This dark colour is the colour of 
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raw leather customers are use to. The more the skins are kept in tanbark mixed water, 

the better the quality of raw material is. The skins are sometimes kept in deeper pools 

with tanbark for a few months in order to produce more qualified leather. 

Drying: The tanned skins are hanged on hooks under the roof trusts in order to 

strain the water diffused in its structure and dry. 

Oiling: The dried skins are oiled with paintbrushes on the counters.  

Stretching: The stretching process is that the wrinkled skins are stretched with 

hands on the counters in order to establish a standard thickness. 

Polishing: The stretched skins are polished on the counters.  

Dyeing: The polished leathers are dyed with paintbrushes on the counters.    

 

2.5. Spatial Morphology in Relation with Functional Necessities 
 

The traditional processes applied to the animal skins in order to transform them 

into raw leather define and form the spatial characteristics of tanneries with related 

architectural elements and facilities. 

Wet functions are carried out at the ground floor. Cleaning process is carried out 

with related architectural elements named well, lime pools, pools with the moth, 

counters and pools with the barrel. Tanning process is also applied in the pools with the 

barrels and the deep pool. The well needed for supplying water was located inside the 

tannery, approximately 1 m far from one of the tannery walls. Because of the necessity 

of preventing the entrance of the lime material inside the tannery building, lime pools 

are located at the courtyard along the walls. The location of the deeper pool was 

specialized so that it is settled attached to the southern wall at the ground floor. Pools 

with moth and barrels with semi-circular cross section are located on the periphery of 

tannery and courtyard.  

Dry functions are organised at the first floors. Wet skins are transported through 

the central floor opening from the ground floor to the first floor in order to hang them 

on to the hooks and dry. Drying process is carried out with the hooks; stretching, 

polishing and dyeing processes are applied on the counters. These hooks are nailed to 

the roof trusses with a wooden board. The counters are settled in front of the windows.  
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CHAPTER 3 
 

DOCUMENTATION OF TANNERY SITE 
 

The documentation of old tannery ensemble concerns two different scales as site 

scale and single building scale. First, location of Ku�adası is deciphered; then, the 

tannery site and individual tannery units are described. 

 

3.1. Location of Ku�adası  
   

Ku�adası is located on the eastern coast of the Aegean Sea and western coast of 

Turkey. It is one of the harbours around Ku�adası Gulf. At the west of the harbour, there 

is Sisam Island. At the north, there is Urla Peninsula and Selçuk neighbour the 

settlement and Dilek Peninsula at the south, Bülbül Mountain at the east, and Ku�adası 

Gulf at the west. 

In addition to its easily reachable location and warm climate, close proximity to 

the natural and historical centers such as Ephesus, �irince and Selçuk have given way to 

touristic developments. Ku�adası became a county in 1865.  

 

3.2. Description of Old Tannery Site 
 

The project site contains fourteen tannery lots, one of which is a vacant lot as a 

garden. Also, project site contains thirteen tanneries, two annexes, two semi-open 

spaces and two latrines established for producing raw leather. Old tannery site is 

situated in northwestern Ku�adası, on the opposite side of marina. There is only walking 

distance with approximately fifteen minutes between the project site and the historic 

town centre. 

The connection between the town centre and the old tannery site is provided 

with two streets: Hükümet Street and Hasan Reis Street. Hükümet Street, which is a 

highway providing the long-distance connection between Ku�adası and Selçuk-�zmir, is 

placed on the western side in front of the project site and parallel to the cost line; 

whereas Hasan Reis Street is placed on the eastern side at the back of the site. The 

connection between  tannery  site  and  Hükümet  Street  (Ku�adası-Selçuk Highway)  is  
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Figure 3.1. The general view of the tannery site 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.2. The general view from the north 
through the front elevations of the 
one-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

Figure 3.3. The general view from the south 
through the front elevations of the 
one-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
 

Figure 3.4. The general view from the north 
through the front elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.5. The general view from the south 

through the front elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.6. The general view from the west 

through the front elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.7. The general view from the north 

through the front elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
 
Figure 3.8. The general view from the south 

through the back elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005)  
 

 
Figure 3.9. The general view from the north 

through the back elevations of the 
two-storied tanneries 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

  
 
Figure 3.10. The general view from the west 

through Sanayi Street 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

Figure 3.11. The general view from the east 
through Sanayi Street 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005)  



 24 

provided by Sanayi Street. At the north, Sanayi Street and an eight-storied hotel limit 

the area. The garden of a six storied apartment at the west, a vacant lot at the south, and 

Hasan Reis Street at the east neighbour the tannery site. The old tannery site (2370m2) 

has the geometry of two united rectangules (55x23.5 m, 48x23m) partially shifted from 

one another and located longitudinally at north-west direction. It is located on lots 

numbered 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 of block 134 in Türkmen 

District, Akyar Settlement. The lots are located on two dead-end streets running in the 

direction of north-south line. (Figure 3.1)  These streets are perpendicular to Sanayi 

Street and parallel to the coast line. (Figure B.1)  

The tanneries close to the seaside are one-storied. (Figure B.2, 3.2 and 3.3) The 

ones at the rear row are two-storied. (Figure B.3, B.4, B.5, B.6, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 

3.9 and 3.10) The one-storied tanneries are all entered from the west side (First Dead-

end Street) except tannery thirteen which is entered from the north side (Sanayi Street). 

(Figure 3.11) These tanneries are adjacent to one another, except tannery nine and ten. 

A narrow pedestrian path providing connection between First Dead-end Street and the 

rear common shared courtyard is located between these tanneries. The two storied 

tanneries are all entered from the Second Dead-end Street. Five of them are on the west 

of the Second Dead-end Street, while tannery eleven is on the east of Second Dead-end 

Street. The five on the west are adjacent to one another, excluding the narrow passages 

between tannery two and tannery three, and tannery four and tannery five. 

The tannery building itself and the courtyard are the indispensable elements of 

every production unit in the discussed area. The entrance variations in the relation of the 

production unit and the street can be analysed in three groups: (Figure B.7) 

• The tannery is located on the street side of the lot with the rear courtyard. 

Therefore, the entrance from the street to the building is the only entrance of the unit. 

This is the most common organization type observed at the lots in which tan one, tan 

two, tan three, tan four, tan six, tan seven, tan eight, tannine, tan ten and tan twelve are 

located.  

• The tannery is located on the street side of the lot with the rear courtyard. 

However, there are two entrances one to the building and the other to the courtyard. 

This type is observed at the lot in which tan five is located. 

• The tannery and the courtyard are both located on the street side of the lot. 

The entrance is only provided from the street to the courtyard, and then to the building. 

This type is observed at the lot in which tan thirteen is located. 
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• The tannery and the courtyard are both located on the street side of the lot. 

There are two entrances one to the building and the other to the courtyard. This type is 

observed at the lot in which tan eleven are located. 

 

3.3. Description of Tannery Unit One 
 

Tannery one is situated at the eastern part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street (2. Çıkmaz Sokak) in the first building lot (lot 26) from the northern end 

of the street. Its neighbours are Sanayi Street at the north and tannery two at the south. 

Tannery one and tannery two are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The two-storied tannery building (8.55x13.50x7.80m) with a gable roof is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. There is an annex building 

(6.50x7.40m) which is partially collapsed at the eastern part. In the middle of the 

building lot, there is a small courtyard (6.55x4.55m) as a link between these buildings.  

The building was used as a tannery between 1936 and 1968. It is vacant today. 

 

3.3.1. Spatial Layout  
 

The tannery building has a longitudinally quadrilateral plan, extending along an 

axis in the east-west direction. It is located at the corner of the Second Dead-end Street 

and Sanayi Street. The tannery building faces the Second Dead-end Street with its 

narrow western elevation (Figure 3.12) and the Sanayi Street with its wide northern 

elevation (Figure 3.13). One directly enters through a central door from the Second 

Dead-end Street to the ground level, elevated 5cm from the street. The space is 

organized around an axis terminated by the entrance door at the west and the courtyard 

door at the east.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern walls and segmental arched opening series on the southern wall. (Figure B.8) At 

the west, the central door (2.00x2.34m) is neighboured by windows (each 1.12x2.10m) 

at its two sides. At the north, there are four windows (each 1.12x2.10m) distributed 

evenly. At the east, the central door (1.45x3.00m) is neighboured by windows (each 

1.12x2.10m) at its two sides. At the south, there are three windows distributed evenly. 

However, the forms of the window openings are damaged. The size of the one 2.48m 

from the southwestern corner is not easily perceived as a result of the damages. The 
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other one is 84cm from the southeastern corner. The window in the middle 

(1.00x1.85m) is 6.45m from the southwestern corner.  

This long and high total space (8.55x13.50x4.45m) includes the traces of the 

water channels of the drainage system, extending along an axis in the east-west 

direction, on the ground level and a concrete block at the northwestern corner. (Figure 

3.16 and 3.17) The traces of the water channels are placed 1.25m from the north wall 

parallel to it. In addition, there are two rectangular openings at the ceiling. One of them 

is a central opening (1.00x1.70m) providing ease in circulation of goods. It is located 

3.54m from the southern wall and 5.18m from the western wall. The other one 

(2.09x1.20m) which was related to the stairs is placed adjacent to the eastern wall, 

1.16m from the southeastern corner. The stairs that were placed at the east do not exist 

at present. 

First floor is similar to the ground floor with its rectangular plan. The total space 

is organized around the service opening (1.00x1.70m) at its approximate center.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern and southern walls. (Figure B.9) At the west, the central door (1.32x2.10m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 1.02x1.90m) at its two sides. At the north, there are four 

windows (each 1.02x2.00m) distributed evenly. There is a niche (99cmx1.48m) 18cm 

from the northeastern corner. At the east, there are three windows (each 1.02x2.03m). 

Two windows close to southeastern corner are filled in. One of the corner windows is 

1.93m from the northeastern corner and the other one is 42cm from the southeastern 

corner. The window in the middle is 3.83m from the northeastern corner. There is a 

fireplace 48cm from the northeastern corner. At the south, there are four windows (each 

1.02x2.00m) distributed evenly. The window opening close to the southeastern corner is 

filled in. 

This long and high total space (8.55x13.50x3.40m) neighboured with a balcony 

(2.57x1.01m) at the west includes a subspace at the northeastern corner, a counter and a 

fireplace in this subspace, a niche and another subspace defined by a low wall piece 

with L form attached at the north.  

The subspace (1.86x3.00m) defined by low ceiling and thin partition walls is 

located at the northeastern corner. (Figure B.12 and B.13) There are door and window at 

the southern wall of the subspace. The ceiling is 2.86m in height and covered with 

plywood. In the subspace, there are counter (49cmx1.63m) along the northern wall 

adjacent to the northeastern corner and fireplace (38cmx97cm) at the eastern wall 48cm 

from the northeastern corner. The L formed partition wall is placed next to the subspace 
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attached to the northern wall with one of its equal arms (1.80m), which is 6.87m from 

the northwestern corner. The wall piece with 12cm height defines a subspace with 

concrete covering.  

The annex has a squarish form. It faces the courtyard with its western elevation. 

The annex is damaged severely at present. The masonry walls of the first floor, the roof 

and first floor systems are totally collapsed. Structural characteristics of the annex 

suggest that it is one of original elements in the tannery lot. The ground floor of the 

annex is filled with debris layer till the top of the ground floor level. Therefore, the 

spatial layout at the ground floor cannot be observed.  

The annex extends out with rectangular opening series on the western wall at the 

ground floor at present. At the west, the central door is neighboured by a window at its 

southern side. The northern, eastern and southern walls cannot be observed as the annex 

building and the northern, eastern and southern sides of the annex building are also 

filled with debris layer till the top of the ground floor level.  

The courtyard has a quadrilateral plan (6.55x4.55m) surrounded with the tannery 

at the west and the annex at the east. The courtyard walls at the north and south are 

demolished at present. The ground level of the courtyard is covered with debris layer. 

The entrance to the courtyard is provided through a door opening placed on the eastern 

wall of the tannery.  

 
 
3.3.2. Elevation Characteristics  

 

Although, tannery one is adjacent to the neighbouring building tannery two, all 

the elevations are deciphered. Since tannery two is demolished and the ground floor 

level of the southern elevation which was the interior elevation of tannery two can also 

be observed.  

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.12 

and B.14) The geometry of the roof and the openings all emphasize the verticality in the 

elevation design. The western elevation is ordered with a rectangular door opening in 

the middle and two rectangular window openings at its two sides at both ground and 

first floor levels. At the ground floor, the entrance door surrounded with a casing 

(15cm) out of reinforced concrete is crowned with a top window (2.00m x64cm) above. 

Two window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom. 

The horizontal course (23cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation 
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is used as lintels above door and window openings. The windows preserve their original 

form. One of these windows close to the northwestern corner possesses original joinery. 

At the first floor, the door opening provides entrance to a balcony. There are the 

reinforced concrete angle braces supporting the balcony floor and the decorated iron 

balustrade. The two window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides 

and bottom just like the door opening. Lintels out of timber constitute the door and 

window openings at the top and the bottom. The eave course out of stone with over and 

under tiles above it is organised on stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof 

system. There are two gable window openings (each 65 x70cm) with their original 

joineries on this stone pediment.  

The northern elevation is ordered with four rectangular window openings 

distributed evenly at both ground and first floor levels. (Figure 3.13 and B.14) At the 

ground floor, four window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides and 

the bottom. The horizontal course (26cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the 

elevation is used as lintels above window openings. The bottoms of window openings 

except the one close to the northwestern corner are not observed on the exterior 

elevation as a result of the rise of the street level. The window openings preserve the 

original form but do not have any joinery. At the first floor, four window openings with 

casings out of wood (8cm) are constituted with stone material at the sides and the 

bottom. Lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top. The windows 

have the remains of original joineries and renewed wooden joinery pieces together in an 

unqualified manner. The whole elevation is constituted with exposed stone, but there 

are brick bonds close to the northwestern corner. The eave course out of stone and the 

roof covered with over and under tiles above it crown the exposed stone elevation.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 3.14 

and B.15) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening close to the southeastern corner 

and two rectangular window openings at its two sides at the ground floor level. It is 

ordered with three rectangular window openings closer to the southeastern corner at the 

first floor level. At the ground floor, the courtyard door is not surrounded with a casing. 

Two window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom. 

The horizontal course (20cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation 

is used as lintels above door and window openings. At the first floor, the window 

opening close to the northeastern corner has remains of original joinery and renewed 

wooden joinery pieces together in an unqualified manner. The other two window 

openings are filled in with brick. The windows are constituted with stone material at the  
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Figure 3.12. The general view of the western 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.13. The general view of the northern 

elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.14. The general view of the eastern 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.15. The general view of the southern 

elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.16. The view through the northwestern 
corner of the tannery    

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.17. The view through the eastern part of 

the tannery 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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sides and the bottom. Lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top. At 

the northeastern corner, the wall masonry bond is constituted with brick due to the 

existence of fireplace behind it. There is a chimney out of brick above brick bonds. The 

eave course out of stone with over and under tiles above it is organised on stone 

pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system. There are two gable window 

openings (each 65 x70cm) with their original joineries on this stone pediment.  

The southern elevation (Figure 3.15 and B.15), which was the interior elevation 

of the demolished tannery two, is ordered with three segmental arched window 

openings distributed evenly at the ground floor level. It is ordered with four rectangular 

window openings distributed evenly at the first floor level. At the ground floor, three 

window openings are constituted with brick material at the sides and stone material at 

the bottom. The window openings are constituted with segmental arches out of brick at 

the top. The forms of the window openings are damaged. The size of the one close to 

the southwestern corner is not easily perceived as a result of the damages. The window 

in the middle has the remains of original joinery. There is a horizontal course (24cm) 

out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation above the window openings. 

There are some regional patches of plaster close to the southwestern corner on the upper 

parts of the ground floor. The traces of the roof junction belonging to tannery two are 

observed between the horizontal course and the first floor openings. At the first floor, 

four rectangular window openings with casings out of wood (8cm) are constituted with 

stone material at the sides and the bottom. Lintels out of timber constitute the window 

openings at the top. The window opening close to the southeastern corner is filled in 

with brick. The window openings have the remains of original joinery. The eave course 

out of stone and the roof covered with over and under tiles above it crown the exposed 

stone elevation.  

As the first floor of the annex is collapsed totally, and the interior and the 

exterior of the ground floor are also filled with debris layer at present, the elevation 

characteristics of it cannot be deciphered. 

 
3.3.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The addition of the subspaces and the destruction of facilities belonging to the 

tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. The loss of the 

floor and the roof system of the annex damaged the original spatial character of the 
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tannery lot as well. The subspaces are as follows: At the first floor, an additional 

subspace constituted with L formed wall piece is located.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are four different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, renewal of elements and 

loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the windows is observed on the eastern and 

southern elevations.  

Addition of elements: The reinforced concrete angle braces were added in order 

to support the renewed balcony balustrade. There are additional pieces of window 

joineries in unqualified workmanship.  

Renewal of elements: The original wood balustrade of the balcony was renewed 

with iron balustrade. 

Loss of elements: The original balcony with its original construction elements 

such as the floor system, the posts, the lean-to roof and the balustrade on the western 

elevation; the original stairs leading to the first floor in the tannery and in the annex 

were lost. The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door frames and door 

sashes and decorated iron railing of the entrance door were lost. Finally, original 

facilities belonging to the original function were lost.  

 

3.3.4. Structural Characteristics  
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building at the ground floor are 60cm in 

thickness. They are built in rubble stone and brick together supported with a horizontal 

course made of reinforced concrete at the ground floor. Cement mortar is used as the 

binding material. The height from the ground floor to the reinforced concrete course is 

3.20m. The exterior and interior walls of the tannery are exposed. The masonry walls of 

the annex and the courtyard cannot be observed as a result of the debris layer. 

Therefore, the masonry bonds and the wall thicknesses cannot be defined.  

The whole ground floor is covered with concrete in the tannery, the floor 

covering of the annex and the courtyard cannot be observed as a result of the debris 

layer.  

The floor construction system was designed with four timber beams settled 

transversely as main beams and the secondary beams out of timber crossing them. The 

main beams are 20x20cm and the secondary beams are 5x10cm in their cross section. 
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Since there is no ceiling covering, the elements of floor system can easily be observed. 

(Figure B.10) 

The masonry walls of first floor are 50-60cm in thickness and built in rubble 

stone and brick supported with horizontal timber tie-beams. The interior walls are 

plastered and whitewashed, while exterior walls are exposed. 

The additional partition walls of subspace placed at the northeastern corner of 

the first floor are 7cm in thickness. They are built in timber construction system. The 

additional wall pieces located close to the subspace with the thickness of 10cm were 

built in brick masonry system. The interior and exterior surfaces of the additional walls 

are exposed. 

The floor covering of the first floor is wood, each piece 20cm in width.  

The roof construction system was designed with four wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. The height of each truss at their 

central axis is around 1.54m. Since there is no ceiling covering, the elements of roof 

system can easily be observed. (Figure B.11) The material of the roofing is over and 

under tiles. The roof system of the annex has lost totally. 

The ceiling covering of the subspace placed at the northeastern corner is 

plywood at the first floor. 

The stairs do not exist at present. 

The lintels of window and door openings of the ground floor are provided with 

the reinforced concrete course at ground floor level. The height of the reinforced 

concrete course is 23-26cm. On the other hand, at the first floor, timber beams are used 

to span the openings. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 8 by 9cm 

in height. The materials of existing window joineries (the remains of original joinery 

and renewed joinery pieces) are wood at both ground and first floors. The material of 

the casing surrounding the entrance door opening on the western elevation is reinforced 

concrete. 

 

3.3.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration  
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. There are the detachment and the loss of stone and brick at the 

southwestern corner of the tannery. (Figure 3.12) The loss of plaster on the lower parts 

of the western, northern, southern and eastern tannery walls on the exterior and the 

interior surfaces are observed locally. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss of 
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stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts as a 

result of the rising damp. There are the local losses of brick and stone, and the 

disintegration of mortar around the window openings on the interior and exterior 

surfaces of the southern tannery wall. (Figure 3.15) The decay in timber tie-beams of 

the masonry walls due to humidity or direct day light is observed. The deflection of the 

floor beams and the decay in timber beams and coverings due to humidity are the minor 

deterioration problems observed in the flooring system at the first floor. The deflection 

of the wood trusses, the decay in timber materials of the trusses and rafters due to 

humidity are the minor deterioration problems of the roof system. There is the loss of 

concrete on the lower parts of the casing of the entrance door. 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the annex are 

identified below. All the annex walls at the first floor have collapsed totally. The floor 

and the roof systems of the annex have collapsed totally as well. 

 

3.4. Description of Tannery Unit Two 
 

Tannery two is situated at the eastern part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street in the first building lot (lot 26) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery one at the north and tannery three at the south. Tannery two and 

tannery one are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The two-storied tannery building (9.00x15.10) which is partially collapsed is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. (Figure 3.18) At the back of the 

building mass, there is a medium courtyard (8.05x9.50m) oriented to the east. There is 

not any annex in the courtyard. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1936 and 1968. It is vacant today. 

 

3.4.1. Spatial Layout  
 

The spatial layout of tannery two cannot be deciphered in detail like the other 

tanneries since it is partially collapsed at present. In addition, the spatial layout of the 

courtyard cannot be deciphered in detail like the other tanneries since the ground levels 

of the tannery and the courtyard are covered with debris layer. (Figure B.16 and B.17) 

Tannery building has a longitudinally quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis 

in the east-west direction. The building faced the street with its narrow western 

elevation. However, the western elevation is completely demolished at present.  
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There are thin wall pieces with unqualified workmanship attached at the east.  

The courtyard has a quadrilateral plan (8.05x9.50m) surrounded with the tannery 

at the west, the annex of tannery unit one at the north and the courtyard walls in the 

other directions. The walls are 4.30m in height and 60cm in width. The ground level of 

the courtyard is covered with debris layer. The entrance to the courtyard was provided 

through a door opening on the eastern wall of the tannery, but it is filled at present. 

There are thin wall pieces with unqualified workmanship at the eastern part of 

the courtyard. They define two subspaces neighbouring one another at the direction of 

north-south. They have lost their roofs.  

 

3.4.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery two is partially collapsed at present; northern, eastern and 

southern elevations are deciphered.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 3.19 

and B.18) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two segmental 

arched window openings at its two sides at the ground floor level. It is ordered with 

three segmental arched window openings distributed evenly at the first floor level. At 

the ground floor level, the door opening (1.10x2.10m) is constituted with an I-beam at 

the top. The door opening has unqualified iron railings above. The window openings 

(each 1.12x1.74m) are constituted with brick material at the sides and stone material at 

the bottom. The window openings are constituted with segmental arches out of brick at 

the top. The form of the window close to the northeastern corner is damaged and not 

easily perceived as a result of the damages. The one close to the southeastern corner is 

filled in with brick. The window openings do not have any joinery. At the first floor 

level, three window openings (each 80cmx1.00m) are constituted with brick material at 

the sides and the bottom. The window openings are constituted with segmental arches 

out of brick at the top. The openings do not have any joinery but vertical iron railings. 

The window opening placed in the middle is filled in. The elevation is plastered and 

whitewashed till the lower level of the first floor. The eave courses out of brick and the 

traces of the hipped roof with over and under tiles above it crown the stone elevation.  

The southern elevation is severely damaged as half of the elevation is collapsed. 

(Figure 3.20 and B.18) It was probably ordered with three segmental arched window 

openings distributed evenly at both ground and first floor levels just like the northern 

elevation. The remaining southern wall has two segmental arched  window  openings  at  
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Figure 3.18. The void caused by the collapse of 
the tannery 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.19. The general view of the eastern 

elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.20. The partially collapsed southern 

wall of the tannery 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.21. The view through the eastern side of 

the tannery 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
 

Figure 3.22. The view through the interior 
elevation of the northern wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.23. The traces of the detail of original 

joinery on the northern elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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both ground and the first floor levels. The openings are filled in at present. Forms and 

sizes of the openings are similar to the openings at the eastern elevation mentioned 

above. 

The northern elevation (Figure 3.22, 3.23 and B.17) of tannery two is deciphered 

at the southern elevation characteristics of tannery one (See section 3.3.2. elevation 

characteristics) as they use the same wall.  

 

3.4.3. Spatial Alterations 
 

The partial destruction of the tannery itself, the addition of the unqualified wall 

pieces constituting subspaces in the tannery (Figure 3.21) and the courtyard related to 

the later phase and the destruction of the facilities belonging to the tannery phase 

damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are three different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the window openings is observed on the 

eastern and southern elevations.  

Addition of elements: The addition of unqualified iron railings to the courtyard 

door on the eastern elevation is observed. Finally, plaster and whitewash were added. 

Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door 

frames and door sashes, stairs and decorated iron railings were lost. Finally, original 

facilitiess belonging to the original function were lost.  

 
3.4.4. Structural Characteristics  
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 60cm in thickness. They are built 

in rubble stone and brick together. Cement mortar is used as the binding material. The 

exterior surfaces of the tannery walls are partially plastered and whitewashed. The 

interior surfaces are completely plastered and whitewashed. The masonry walls of the 

courtyard cannot be observed as a result of the debris layer. Therefore, the masonry 

bonds and the wall thickness cannot be defined.  

The additional partition walls of subspaces and the additional wall pieces placed 

at courtyard are 20cm in thickness. They were built in brick masonry system. The 

interior and exterior surfaces of the additional walls are plastered and whitewashed. 
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The floor covering of the tannery and the courtyard cannot be observed as a 

result of the debris layer.  

The original floor and roof construction system of the tannery are not observed 

at present since the floor and roof systems have collapsed.  

The covering materials of the ceilings at the subspaces in the courtyard have 

been lost. 

The lintels of door openings are provided with the I-beams. The window 

openings are provided with segmental arches out of brick at both first and ground floor 

levels. The openings are constituted with brick material at sides at both ground and first 

floor. There are neither original door frames and sashes nor original window joineries of 

window openings. The window openings have iron bars. 

 

3.4.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration  
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The western tannery wall has collapsed totally. (Figure 3.18, 3.20 and 

3.21) The western edge of the southern tannery wall has collapsed as well. The 

permanent deformation of the eave course and the segmental arch above the first floor 

window close to the northeastern corner on the eastern tannery wall is observed. 

Therefore, major vertical cracks have occurred. There are the local losses of brick and 

stone around the window opening below the window mentioned above. The major 

vertical crack between these two windows is observed as well. The floor and the roof 

systems of the tannery have collapsed totally. 

  

3.5. Description of Tannery Unit Three 
 

Tannery three is situated at the eastern part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street in the second building lot (lot 25) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery two at the north, tannery four at the south and tannery eleven at 

the west. Tannery three and tannery four are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The two-storied tannery building (8.00x15.20x7.60m) with a gable roof is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the building mass, 

there is a small courtyard (8.10x8.10m) oriented to the east. There is not any annex in 

the courtyard. 
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The building was used as a tannery between 1936 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a house by different residents until 2004. It is vacant today. 

 

3.5.1. Spatial Layout  
 

The tannery building has a longitudinally quadrilateral plan, extending along an 

axis in the east-west direction. The building faces the street with its narrow western 

elevation. One directly enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, 

elevated only 25cm from the street. The space is organized around an axis terminated by 

the entrance door at the west and the courtyard door at the east.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern walls and a single window on the southern wall. (Figure B.19) At the west, the 

central door (1.52x2.68m) is neighboured by windows (each 1.03x1.46m) at its two 

sides. The one close to the northwestern corner (0.80x0.85m) is narrowed at present. At 

the north, there are three windows (each 1.03x1.52m) distributed evenly. At the east, the 

central courtyard door (1.37x2.05m) has two windows at its two sides. The one close to 

the southeastern corner is filled in and the other one (0.74x1.53m) is narrowed with 

brick courses at present. At the south, the only window (0.79x0.85m) is 0.95m from the 

southwestern corner.  

This long and high total space (6.80x13.90x3.10m) includes three subspaces 

defined by low ceilings and thin partition walls at the north, and a short partition wall, a 

pool and a staircase attached at the south. In addition, there is a central opening, 

rectangle in form (0.78x1.49m) at the ceiling, providing ease in circulation of goods. 

Subspaces (3.04x7.77m), are located at the northwestern corner neighbouring 

the one another at the direction of east-west. There is a platform (83x109x 48cm) 

covered with tiles (30x30cm) at all visible surfaces and located at the southwestern 

corner of the middle subspace. Two of the subspaces located at the corner have low 

space height (2.12m). Their ceilings are covered with plywood. The other one does not 

have any roof covering. The structural characteristics of these cellular subspaces 

suggest that they are additional. (Figure 3) The T formed partition wall is attached to the 

southern wall with its long arm (2.46m), which is 2.96 m from the southeastern corner. 

The short arm (1.04m) is perpendicular to the long one nearly at its center at its west. 

The squarish deeper pool (2.37x2.51m) is adjacent to the southern wall and 4.90m from 

the southwestern corner. In fact, there is cement covering with depressions over the 

pool. As observed through the depressions, the depth of the pool is nearly 200m. The 
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stairs, run straight in plan and 100m in width, are adjacent to the southern wall and 

ascend from the west to the east. (Figure 3.28 and 3.30) The staircase, whose first step 

is 2.04m from the southwestern corner, is surrounded by corrugated asbestos board at its 

northern side, while a door opening at the west controls its entrance. The first two steps 

are concrete, but the rest are wood, without risers. 

First floor, which is reached through the straight run stairs at the south, is similar 

to the ground floor with its rectangular plan. The total space is organized around the 

service opening (0.78x1.49m) at its center. Although the low additional wall panels 

disturb the spatial unity, the traces of counters attached to the walls suggest that the 

circulation was in form of rings around the service opening.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern and southern walls. (Figure B.20) At the west, the central door (1.19x2.15m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 1.00x1.80m) at its two sides. One of the windows close 

to the southwestern corner is transformed into a niche with wooden shelves. At the 

north, there are three windows (each 1.00x1.78m) distributed evenly. At the east, two 

windows are organised close to the corners. The window (1.17x1.78m) close to the 

southeastern corner does not have any joinery and the lower part of the window is 

severely damaged. The other window (0.99x1.78m) close to the northeastern corner has 

renewed joinery. At the south, two windows are filled in and transformed into niches. 

One of the windows (0.88x1.85m) is 1.90m from the southwestern corner and the other 

one (1.03x1.85m) is 2.47m from the southeastern corner.  

This long and high total space (6.96x14.24x5.28m) neighboured with a balcony 

(1.85x1.18m) at the west includes four subspaces (Figure 3.27) defined by low ceilings 

and thin partition walls. Three of the subspaces are located at the west and a smaller 

space is located at the south. In addition, there is a counter (0.66x1.79m) at the north 

attached to the wall next to the subspace, and a central opening, rectangle in form 

(0.78x1.49m) on the floor, covered with chipboard plates. 

Three of the subspaces (6.96x4.72m), are located along the western wall 

neighbouring the one another. (Figure B.23 and B.24) At the south, a smaller subspace 

(1.26x3.33m) used as latrine is 3.96m from the southeastern corner. Subspaces have low 

space heights. Their ceilings are covered with plywood. The ceiling levels are variable 

at each subspace. The structural characteristics of these cellular subspaces suggest that 

they are additional.  

The courtyard has a trapezoid plan (7.73x7.63m) surrounded with the tannery 

building at the west and three courtyard walls in the other directions. The walls are 
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2.03m in height and 0.42m in width. The eastern end of the northern wall and the 

northern end of the eastern wall are demolished at present. At the northern end of the 

eastern wall, there are some traces indicating the existence of a courtyard door opening 

used as service entrance. The junction of the building and the courtyard wall at the 

northwestern corner is irregular. Because of the angle the trapezoid makes with the 

rectangular form of the building, a gap has been created. Here, a wall piece with 82cm 

long fills the gap between the building corner and courtyard wall. The entrance to the 

courtyard is provided through a door opening on the eastern wall of the building.  

There are thin wall pieces with unqualified workmanship at the southwestern 

corner of the courtyard. They define two subspaces neighbouring one another. The one 

juxtaposing the building (2.70x3.30m) has lost its roof. The ceiling of the one 

(1.90x0.90m) adjacent to it are covered with plywood.  

 

3.5.2. Elevation Characteristics  
 

Since tannery three is adjacent to the neighbouring building, tannery four, at its 

south; western, northern and eastern elevations are deciphered.  

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 

3.24and B.24) The geometry of the roof and the openings all emphasize the verticality 

in the elevation design. Since the northwestern corner of the tannery is in the vista of 

Sanayi Street, the north corner stones are emphasized with their big sizes. The western 

elevation is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular 

window openings at its two sides both at the ground and the first floor levels. At the 

ground floor, the pavement out of concrete is observed along the western elevation. The 

entrance door (1.31x2.00m) surrounded with a casing (18cm) out of reinforced concrete 

is crowned with a top window (1.31x0.45m) above. Two window openings (each 

0.95x1.46m) are constituted with stone material like the door opening. The window 

close to the northwestern corner is narrowed vertically with brick courses and has 

renewed joinery. The other one does not have any joinery. The horizontal course (20cm) 

out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a lintel above the 

door and window openings. At the first floor, the door opening (0.77x1.84m) provides 

entrance to a balcony (1.85x1.18m) is narrowed. It has a depressed relieving arch out of 

brick above. Cantilever I beams (5x6cm) and timber beams (5x8cm) support the 

balcony floor. The wooden balustrade and the wood covering of the floor slab of the 

balcony are unqualified in workmanship. The two window openings  (each 1.00x1.80m)  
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Figure 3.24. The general view of the western 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.25. The general view of the eastern 

elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.26. The general view of the northern 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

   
 Figure 3.27. The additional subspaces at the first 

floor 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  

Figure 3.28. The elements of the ground floor 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.29. The filling of the window and 

addition of plaster and whitewash at 
the first floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.30. The general view of the stairs 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.31. The subspace walls in timber 

construction at the first floor 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 

 
Figure 3.32.  The wood trusses, rafters and 

coverings of the roof system 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.33.  The cracks related to the settlement 

at the ground floor level 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.34.  The decayed patched wood 
coverings of the first floor    

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.35.  The junction of the original stone 

masonry and additional brick 
masonry walls 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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are constituted with stone material at the sides just like the door opening. Lintels out of 

timber constitute the door and window openings at the top and the bottom. The eave 

course out of stone with over and under tiles above it is organised on the stone pediment 

formed as a result of gable roof system.  

The northern elevation (Figure 3.26 and B.25) is ordered with three rectangular 

window openings distributed evenly both at the ground and the first floor levels. The 

western corner stones of the elevation are emphasized with their big sizes because of 

their visual relation with Sanayi Street. Despite its unqualified workmanship, the side 

elevation of the balcony is an emphasized element of the northern elevation. At the 

ground floor, three window openings (each 0.92x1.52m) are constituted with stone 

material at the sides and the bottom. The one close to the northwestern corner is reduced 

in height with brick courses. The windows do not have any joinery. The horizontal 

course (20cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a 

lintel above the window openings. In addition, the edges of four I beams constituting 

the floor construction system are observed above the horizontal course. At the first 

floor, four window openings (each 0.96x1.78m) are constituted with stone material at 

the sides. Lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top and the 

bottom. The window openings have the remains of original joineries and renewed 

wooden joinery pieces together in an unqualified manner. The edges of five timber 

beams constituting wood trusses of roof construction system are observed below the 

eave course. The eave course out of stone and the roof covered with over and under tiles 

above it crown the exposed stone elevation.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 3.25 

and B.24) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two 

rectangular window openings at its two sides at the ground floor level. It is ordered with 

two rectangular window openings closer to the corners at the first floor level. At the 

ground floor, the courtyard door (1.22x1.85m) is surrounded with a casing (18cm) out 

of reinforced concrete. One of the two windows, the one close to the southeastern 

corner is filled in. The one (0.74x1.53m) close to the northeastern corner has 

unqualified iron railings and is narrowed in width with brick courses. Two window 

openings are constituted with stone material just like the door opening. The horizontal 

course (20cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a 

lintel above the door and window openings. At the first floor, the window opening 

(1.17x1.78m) close to the southeastern corner does not have any joinery and the lower 

part of the opening is severely damaged. The other window (0.99x1.78m) close to the 
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northeastern corner has renewed joinery. The windows are constituted with stone 

material at the sides. The lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top 

and the bottom. The eave course out of stone with over and under tiles above it is 

organised on stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system.  

 

3.5.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The addition of subspaces and the destruction of the facilities belonging to the 

tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. These subspaces 

are as follows: At the ground floor, three additional spaces located at the northwestern 

corner of the tannery and two additional spaces located at the southwestern corner of the 

courtyard; at the first floor, three additional spaces located at the west and another 

additional space attached to the southern wall. All these subspaces are additions 

belonging to the house phase.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are five different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements, 

renewal of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the window openings is observed on the 

western, northern, eastern and southern elevations. (Figure 3.29) Moreover, the central 

opening at the first floor level was covered with chipboard plates. The deeper pools 

were filled in the tannery.  

Addition of elements: The addition of an unqualified plywood door and 

corrugated asbestos board used as partition wall surrounding the stairs were constituted 

in order to separate the ground floor from the first floor. There are additional pieces of 

window joineries in unqualified workmanship. The addition of iron railings to the 

window close to the northeastern corner of the eastern wall at the ground floor is 

observed. Finally, plaster and whitewash were added onto the interior walls of the 

tannery at the first floor. (Figure 3.29) 

Conversion of elements: The sizes of three windows and a door were 

converted. The window close to the northwestern corner of the western wall and the one 

close to the northwestern corner of the northern wall at the ground floor level were 

narrowed. Additionally, the size of the window close to the northeastern corner of the 

eastern wall at the ground floor level was reduced in height. The width of the balcony 

door of western wall at the first floor level was narrowed. 
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Renewal of elements: The wood balustrade of the balcony was renewed with an 

unqualified workmanship.  

Loss of elements: The original balcony with its original construction elements 

such as the posts, the lean-to roof and the balustrade on the western elevation were lost. 

The original window joineries, window shutters, door frames and door sashes, stair 

balustrade and decorated iron railing of the entrance door were lost. Finally, original 

facilities belonging to the original function were lost.  

 

3.5.4. Structural Characteristics  
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building at the ground floor are 62-65cm in 

thickness. They are built in rubble stone and brick supported with timber tie-beams and 

a horizontal course made of reinforced concrete at the ground floor. Cement mortar is 

used as the binding material. The height from the ground floor to the reinforced 

concrete course is 2.60m. The plastered and whitewashed walls are the only ones which 

define the subspaces in the tannery and the courtyard. The exterior and interior walls of 

the tannery are exposed. The masonry walls of the courtyard are 40-45cm in thickness. 

They are composed of rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams. The walls of the 

courtyard are exposed.  

The additional partition walls of subspaces placed at the northwestern corner of 

the tannery and at the southwestern corner of the courtyard at the ground floor are in 14-

16cm in thickness. They were built in brick masonry system. (Figure 3.35) The interior 

surfaces of the additional spaces are plastered and whitewashed while the exterior walls 

are exposed. 

Although the whole ground floor is covered with concrete, the threshold stone at 

the entrance door is of marble.  

The iron beams with ‘I’profile and the timber ones crossing them form the floor 

construction system. I-beams are 8x16 cm and timber beams are 6x12 cm in their cross 

section. Since there is no ceiling cover the elements of floor system can easily be 

observed. (Figure B.21) There is a floor opening in the middle of the ceiling. It is 

covered with a lattice work.  

The covering material of subspace ceilings in the tannery are of plywood at the 

ground floor. However, the ceiling cover of the subspaces in the courtyard has been lost. 
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The masonry walls of first floor are 50-55cm in thickness and built in rubble 

stone and brick supported with horizontal timber tie-beams. The interior walls are 

plastered and whitewashed, while exterior walls are exposed. 

The additional partition walls of subspaces at the western part of the first floor 

are 8-9cm in thickness. They are built in timber construction system covered with 

plywood and wall-papers at both interior and exterior surfaces. (Figure 3.31) The brick 

masonry walls of the subspace located in the middle of the southern wall are 14cm in 

thickness. The interior surfaces are plastered and whitewashed. There is no plaster 

application on their exterior surfaces, but they are whitewashed.  

The floor covering of the first floor is wood, each piece 17cm in width.  

The roof construction system was designed with five wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.32) The height of each 

truss at their central axis is around 1.80m. Since there is no ceiling cover the elements 

of roof system can easily be observed. (Figure B.22) The material of the roofing is 

traditional tiles.  

The ceiling cover of the subspaces in the tannery is plywood covered with wall-

paper at the first floor. 

The width of the staircase leading to the first floor with rather steep slope is 

100cm. It is composed of two timber beams (7x20cm) on both sides and eleven sliding 

steps, each of which is 27cm in width. These steps are made of wood. The beams rest 

on two concrete bases at the ground floor level. 

The lintels of window and door openings of the ground floor are provided with 

the reinforced concrete course at ground floor level. The height of the reinforced 

concrete course is 20cm. On the other hand, at the first floor, timber beams are used to 

span the openings. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 7 by 8cm in 

height. There are neither original door frames and sashes nor original window joineries 

of window openings. The materials of existing window joineries are wood both at the 

ground and the first floors. The materials of the casings surrounding the entrance and 

courtyard door openings at ground floor are reinforced concrete. 

 

3.5.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The local loss of plaster on the lower parts of the western and eastern 

tannery walls especially on the exterior surfaces, and the interior surface of the southern 
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tannery wall is observed. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss of stone, and 

the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts as a result of 

the rising damp. The minor cracks on the plaster and the local losses of plaster are the 

only deterioration problems observed on the interior surface of the southern tannery 

wall at the first floor. The local coloration of stone material by intrusion of rust is 

observed just below the region where I-beams are finished. The decay in timber tie-

beams of the masonry walls due to the humidity or direct day light is observed. The 

basic structural damages at the ground floor system are local settlements and cracks. 

(Figure 3.33) The local settlements are observed on the concrete slab along the southern 

wall due to the existence of the deep pools below. On the other hand, cracks are 

observed on the marble threshold. The deflection of the floor beams and the rusted I-

beams are the minor deterioration problems observed in the flooring system at the first 

floor. The decay in timber beams and coverings are observed at the first floor system. 

(Figure 3.34) The deflection of the wood trusses, the decay in timber materials of the 

trusses and rafters due to humidity are the minor deterioration problems of the roof 

system. The bottom of the window close to the southeastern corner at the first floor is 

damaged. The decay and partial loss of wood elements used in stairs have caused the 

reduction in the load bearing capacity. There is the loss of concrete on the lower parts of 

the casing of the entrance door. 

The eastern edge of the northern courtyard wall and the northern edge of the 

eastern courtyard wall have collapsed. Plant formations caused by the soil deposits are 

observed on the upper parts of the courtyard walls. 

 

3.6. Description of Tannery Unit Four 
 

Tannery four is situated at the eastern part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street in the third building lot (lot 24) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery three at the north, tannery five at the south and tannery eleven at 

the west. Tannery four and tannery three are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (7.00x9.00m) which is partially collapsed is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. There is an additional mass 

(8.25x8.70x3.26m) with a gable roof located in the middle of the building lot adjacent 

to tannery four. At the back of the additional mass, there is a small courtyard 

(6.60x5.40m) oriented to the east. 
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The building was used as a tannery between 1937 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a warehouse. It is vacant today. 

 

3.6.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the 

east-west direction. The building faces the street with its narrow western elevation. 

(Figure 3.36) One directly enters through a central door from the street to the ground 

level, elevated only 14cm from the street. The space is organized around an axis 

terminated by the entrance door at the west and the courtyard door at the east.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western and 

eastern walls. (Figure B.26) At the west, the central door (1.40x2.20m) is neighboured 

by windows (each 0.80x1.40m) at its two sides. The window close to the northwestern 

corner is filled in. At the east, the central courtyard door (1.40x2.20m) is neighboured 

by windows at its two sides. The window close to the southeastern corner is reduced in 

width.  

This high total space (7.00x9.00m) includes the traces of the pools with adjacent 

water channels placed along the northern wall, a platform adjacent to the southern wall 

and a lower platform at the southwestern corner and a well in the middle of the space.  

The traces of the pools with adjacent water channels placed along the northern 

wall are generally on the ground level. There is a pool (1.15x1.94m) defined by side 

walls 55cm in height attached to the northern tannery wall. (Figure 3.40) There is a 

platform (20x80cm) adjacent to the southern wall and it is placed along the wall. The 

other lower platform (1.95x2.60m) elevated 20cm from the ground floor level placed at 

the southwestern corner. The well (65x65cm) is located 2.10m from the western wall 

and 2.85m from the southern wall. (Figure 3.41) There is a stone on which a pump is 

situated at the southern side of the well. 

The first floor is similar to the ground floor with its rectangular plan. However, 

the first floor system is damaged severely at present as the whole floor has been lost. 

Therefore, the stairs also do not exist at present.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western and 

eastern walls, and a single window on the southern wall. At the west, there are three 

windows distributed evenly. All of these window openings are filled in. The window 

opening (1.00x1.00m) in the middle is wider than other two window openings (each 

0.70x1.00m) at sides. At the east, two windows (each 0.70x1.10m) are organised close 
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to the corners. At the south, the only window (0.75x0.90m) is 51cm from the 

southwestern corner.  

The additional mass (Figure B.28 and B.29) has a quadrilateral plan and total 

space character. The building faces the courtyard with its eastern elevation. One directly 

enters through the central door on the eastern tannery wall from the original tannery 

building to the additional mass. The structural characteristics of the additional mass and 

the usage of unqualified materials in the workmanship suggest that it is an additional 

element in the tannery lot.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern and southern walls. The additional mass rests on the eastern wall of tannery four 

and uses it as western wall. At the west, the central door (1.40x2.20m) is neighboured 

by windows (each 0.80x1.40m) at its two sides at the lower level and two windows 

close to the corners at the upper level. The window at the lower level close to the 

southwestern corner is reduced in width. The additional mass rests on the southern wall 

of tannery three and uses it as northern wall but there is an additional wall piece at the 

northeastern corner 1.20m in length. At the north, there is a window filled in on the wall 

of tannery three and another window on the additional wall of the building mass. At the 

east, there are two central doors neighboured by windows close to the corners at the 

lower level and three windows distributed evenly at the upper level. The original order 

of the openings is altered at present. The windows at the lower level are filled in. The 

window at the upper level close to the northeastern corner is filled in.  

The additional mass (8.25x8.70x3.26m) includes an elevated rectangular 

platform at the northwestern corner, three columns out of reinforced concrete attached 

at the north and another platform with one step at the northeastern corner; two steps 

attached at the east close to the northeastern corner; and another low column attached at 

the south. In addition, there are the traces of the water channels in the additional mass at 

the ground level. The platform (2.55x3.75m) 20cm elevated from the ground level is 

located along the northern wall. There are the traces of an open latrine at the 

northeastern corner of the platform adjacent to the wall next to the one of the columns. 

One of the columns is placed 3.28m from the northwestern corner. The one in the 

middle is 5.86m from the   northwestern corner. The last one is placed at the 

northeastern wall. The columns are 20x45cm in their cross section and 2.00m in height. 

The platform at the northeastern corner (1.80x1.95m) is elevated 40cm from the ground 

level. There is a step adjacent to the platform with its southern side 85cm from the 

eastern wall. There are two more steps 1.93m from the northeastern corner adjacent to 
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the eastern wall below the northern door on the eastern wall. There is only one column 

attached at the south 1.85m from the southwestern corner. It is 10x45 cm in its cross 

section and 77cm in height. A timber beam 12cm in diameter is based on the column 

supporting a timber post. The structural characteristics of the platform placed at the 

northeastern corner suggest it is an additional element. In addition, the columns are 

additional as they are not part of the building program of a traditional tannery. 

The original courtyard of the tannery was narrowed due to the addition of the 

building mass into the courtyard adjacent to the original tannery building. The courtyard 

has a rectangular plan (6.60x5.40m) surrounded with the additional mass at the west and 

three courtyard walls in the other directions. The walls are 2.45m in height and 0.50m in 

width. The northern end of the eastern wall is demolished at present. The entrance to the 

courtyard is provided through a door opening on the eastern wall of the additional mass.  

The total space character of the existing courtyard is destructed by the addition 

of subspaces. There are thin wall pieces with unqualified workmanship in the middle of 

the courtyard. They define three subspaces without any roof. One of these subspaces 

(2.70x3.60m) is located adjacent to the additional mass at the north. There is a door 

opening connecting the additional mass and this subspace. It has floor system covered 

with mosaic tiles 45cm elevated from the ground level of the courtyard space. The other 

two subspaces neighbouring one another at the east-west direction are placed at the 

south. There is a concrete platform (1.53m x90cm) elevated 10cm from the ground level 

in the eastern subspace, at the northwestern corner of it. The floor covering of these 

subspaces and courtyard is concrete. The structural characteristics and unqualified 

workmanship of these cellular spaces suggest that they are additional. 

 

3.6.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery four is adjacent to the neighbouring buildings, tannery three and 

five, at its north and south; only western and eastern elevations are deciphered. 

 Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.36 

and B.29) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two 

rectangular window openings at its two sides at the ground floor level. It is ordered with 

three rectangular window openings distributed evenly at the first floor level. At the 

ground floor, the door opening has lost its original joinery. The window openings 

preserve the original form but do not have any joinery. The openings are constituted 

with brick material at the sides. The lintels out of timber constitute the door and window 
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openings at the top and the bottom. The window opening close to the northwestern 

corner is filled in with brick. At the first floor, three window openings are constituted 

with brick material at the sides. Lintels out of timber constitute the door and window 

openings at the top and the bottom. All of these window openings are filled in with 

brick. The window opening in the middle is wider than other two window openings at 

sides. The eave course out of stone with over and under tiles above it is organised on 

exposed stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building was the courtyard elevation. (Figure 

3.37 and B.29) However, the additional mass adjacent to the eastern elevation with 

resting on it restricts the perception of this elevation at present. It is ordered with a 

rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window openings at its two 

sides at the ground floor level. It is ordered with two rectangular window openings close 

to the corners at the first floor level. At the ground floor, the door opening has lost its 

original joinery. The window openings preserve the original form but do not have any 

joinery. The openings are constituted with brick material at the sides. The lintels out of 

timber constitute the door and window openings at the top and the bottom. The window 

opening close to the southwestern corner is reduced in width with a brick course. At the 

first floor, two window openings are constituted with brick material at the sides. The 

lintels out of timber constitute the door and window openings at the top and the bottom. 

The openings do not have any joinery. The eave course out of stone with over and under 

tiles above it is organised on exposed stone pediment formed as a result of the gable 

roof system.  

The elevation characteristics of the additional mass are not defined as there is 

not any distinct elevation characteristics observed on the unqualified additional mass. 

(Figure 3.38 and B.30) 

 

3.6.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The addition of the building mass composed of a total space and the subspaces 

placed in the courtyard, and the destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase 

damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. All these additions belong to 

the warehouse phase.  

The alterations of the elements affect the spatial character negatively by 

reducing the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are four  
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Figure 3.36.  The general view of the western 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

Figure 3.37. The general view of the original 
eastern elevation of the tannery 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

  
 

Figure 3.38. The view through the interior of the 
eastern wall of the additional mass 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.39. The junction of the stone masonry 

and the wall of the additional mass 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.40. The original pool in the tannery 
attached to the northern wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.41. The original well in the tannery 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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different types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of 

elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of window openings is observed on the western 

and southern elevation of the tannery building. Moreover, the central well was covered 

with a stone block.  

Addition of elements: The platform at the northeastern corner, the columns 

attached to the northern and southern walls, the steps in the additional mass are 

additional elements. On the other hand, the elevation of the ground level of the subspace 

placed at the northwestern corner in the courtyard is an addition as well. 

Conversion of elements: The size of a window was converted. The window 

close to the southeastern corner of the eastern wall at ground floor level was reduced in 

width.  

Loss of elements: The original window joineries, window shutters, door frames 

and door sashes, stairs with its balustrade and decorated iron railings of the openings 

were lost. However, there is only one window with iron railing and casing out of wood 

at the southern wall. Finally, original facilities belonging to the original function were 

lost in the tannery and courtyard.  

 

3.6.4. Structural Characteristics  
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 45-50cm in thickness. They are 

built in rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams. Cement mortar is used as the 

binding material. The exterior and interior walls of the tannery are generally exposed, 

but the eastern wall of the tannery is plastered and whitewashed on the interior and 

exterior surfaces. The masonry walls of the courtyard are 45-50cm in thickness. They 

are composed of rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams. 

The additional mass rests on the eastern main wall of tannery four and courtyard 

walls at the south and north. They are built in rubble stone supported with timber tie-

beams with 50-60cm in thickness. The additional walls of the additional mass placed in 

the middle of the building lot are in 35cm in thickness. (Figure 3.39) They were built in 

cement block masonry system. The interior and exterior surfaces of the additional mass 

are generally plastered and whitewashed. The additional partition walls of subspaces 

placed at the northeastern and southwestern corner of the courtyard are in 14-16cm in 

thickness. They were built in brick masonry system. The interior and exterior surfaces 

of the additional spaces are plastered and whitewashed. 
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Although the whole ground floor is covered with concrete in the tannery, the 

courtyard and the additional mass, the covering of the subspace ground floor placed at 

the northeastern corner of the courtyard is mosaic tiles.  

The original floor and roof construction systems of the tannery are not observed 

as the floor and roof systems have been collapsed. 

The roof construction system of the additional mass was designed with four 

wood trusses settled in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.37 and B.27) 

The height of each truss at their central axis is around 1.60m. Since there is no ceiling 

cover, the elements of roof system can easily be observed. The material of the roofing is 

marseilles tiles.  

The covering material of the ceilings at the subspaces in the courtyard has been 

lost. 

The lintels of original window and door openings are provided with the timber 

beams at the ground and the first floor level. The cross sectional dimensions of the 

timber beams are 8 by 10cm in height. There are neither original door frames and sashes 

nor original window joineries of window openings. 

The lintels of window and door openings of the additional mass are provided 

with the reinforced concrete course at the ground and the first floor levels. The height of 

the reinforced concrete courses is 20cm. The window openings have wooden frames 

and iron bars. 

 

3.6.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The upper parts of the northern tannery wall have been collapsed 

totally. There is a major vertical crack along the height of the eastern elevation on the 

interior and exterior surface close to the northeastern corner. The loss of plaster on the 

lower parts of the western tannery wall especially on the exterior surface and on the 

southern tannery wall especially on the interior surface are observed locally. On the 

other hand, the detachment and the loss of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of 

mortar are observed on these local parts as a result of the rising damp. There are the 

minor cracks on the interior and exterior surfaces of the western and eastern tannery 

walls. The decay in timber tie-beams of the masonry walls due to humidity or direct day 

light is observed. There is plant formation due to the soil deposits on the upper parts of 
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the southern and northern tannery walls. The floor and the roof systems of the tannery 

have collapsed totally. 

The deflection of the wood trusses is the only problem observed on the roof 

system of the additional mass. 

The upper parts of the northern and eastern courtyard walls have collapsed 

totally till the ground level of the infill at the back of the tannery lot. 

 

3.7. Description of Tannery Unit Five 
 

Tannery five is situated at the eastern part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street in the fourth building lot (lot 23) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbour is tannery four at the north. (Figure B.1) 

The two-storied tannery building (10.00x12.15x4.80m) with a hipped roof is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. There is an annex building 

(9.90x5.80m) which is partially collapsed in the eastern part. (Figure 3.42) There are 

two courtyards in the tannery lot. One of them is located in the middle of the building 

lot. It is a rectangular courtyard (10.00x5.32m) as a link between the tannery and annex. 

The other one is a small side courtyard adjacent to the annex at its south. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1936 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a house. It is vacant today. 

 

3.7.1. Spatial Layout  
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan and total space character. The 

building faces the street with its narrow western elevation. (Figure 3.44) One directly 

enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, elevated only 25cm 

from the street. The space is organized around an axis terminated by the entrance door 

at the west and the courtyard door at the east.  

The space extends out with segmental arched opening series on the western, 

southern, eastern walls, and a single window on the northern wall. (Figure B.31) At the 

west, the central door (1.50x2.30m) is neighboured by windows (each 1.00x1.60m) at 

its two sides. At the south, there are three windows (1.00x1.75m) distributed evenly. 

The one (1.00x1.50m) close to the southwestern corner is filled in and the one placed in 

the middle is reduced in height with brick courses at present. At the east, the central 

courtyard door (1.50x2.45m) is neighboured by windows at its two sides. The door is 



 56 

narrowed with brick courses. At the north, the only window (0.67x1.35m) is 2.02m 

from the southwestern corner.  

This high total space (10.00x12.15x4.80m) includes the floor coverings out of 

ceramic tiles, the traces of the pools with adjacent water channels placed along the 

northern wall, a very low wall piece parallel to the eastern wall placed 2.30m from it 

and a stone block adjacent to it, a partition wall with Z form, the floor coverings out of 

ceramic tiles and the side walls of the pools attached at the south, and a post out of 

timber on a stone pedestal in the middle of the space. 

There are the ceramic floor coverings as a platform (1.50x1.20m) at the ground 

floor level attached to the western wall close to the northwestern corner. The traces of 

the pools placed along the northern wall are generally on the ground level. The edge of 

a semi-circular cross sectional pool (1.00x1.85m) is located in the middle of the 

northern wall 4.75m from the northwestern corner. The double pools defined by side 

walls are located at the northeastern corner adjacent to the walls. The water channels are 

placed in front of the pools adjacent to them. The very low wall piece with 30cm of 

length is located parallel to the eastern wall. It is attached to the pools at the 

northeastern corner with its northern side. There is a stone block (30x80cm) attached to 

the low wall piece with its narrow side at its west. The Z formed partition wall is 

attached to the southern wall with its long arm (2.90m), which is 4.02m from the 

southeastern corner. The long arm and the short arm (1.92m) nearly parallel to it are 

connected with a very short perpendicular arm (90cm). There is another timber post in 

the course of the partition wall. This Z formed partition wall constitutes a subspace at 

the southeastern corner. The floor level of this subspace is elevated 15cm from the 

ground level of the tannery. There are platforms (16x70cm) surrounding all the walls of 

the subspace. The deep pools (3.20x6.80m) defined by side walls 75m in height are 

located at the southwestern corner adjacent to the walls. There are the ceramic floor 

coverings as a platform (2.40x1.90m) at the ground floor level attached to the southern 

wall 4.93m from the southwestern corner. The edge of the deep pools is filled at present 

till the ground level of the tannery. The timber post with the diameter of 19cm is placed 

4.60m from the western wall and 3.50m from the northern wall. (Figure 3.43) The 

unqualified workmanship and the structural characteristics of the wall pieces suggest 

that they are additional. 

The first floor is similar to the ground floor with its squarish plan. However, the 

first floor system is damaged severely at present as northern half of the floor has been 

lost. (Figure 3.46 and 3.47) Therefore, the stairs that were placed at the north do not 
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exist at present. The eastern side of first floor is elevated 36cm from the western side 

floor.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern and southern walls. (Figure B.32) At the west, the central door (1.05x1.85m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 0.95x1.25m) at its two sides. One of the windows close 

to the southwestern corner is covered with iron sheets on the exterior elevation. At the 

north, two windows are organised close to the corners. One (0.95m x1.45m) is 1.50m 

from the northwestern corner. The other one (1.00x1.78m) reduced in height 2.41m 

from the northeastern corner. At the east, there are three windows distributed evenly. 

The window (1.10x1.25m) close to the northeastern corner is enlarged in height and 

transformed into a door opening. At the south, there are three windows. One of the 

corner windows (1.10x1.45m) is 1.90m from the southwestern corner and the other one 

(1.15x1.70m) is 1.93m from the southeastern corner. The window in the middle is 

5.15m from the southwestern corner.  

This total space (10.00x12.15x2.30m) includes a counter piece (1.05x2.90m) at 

the northeastern corner adjacent to the walls and the traces of a fireplace at the southern 

wall between two window openings close to the southwestern corner. It is 1.90m from 

that corner. 

The annex has a rectangular plan extending along an axis in the north-south 

direction. (Figure B.31 and B.32) The building faces the courtyard with its wide western 

elevation. One directly enters through a central door from the courtyard to the ground 

level. It is organised with two spaces both at the ground and the first floor levels. The 

structural characteristics of the annex suggest that it is one of the original elements in 

the tannery lot.  

The annex is damaged severely at present. Some of the masonry walls are 

partially collapsed. The roof and floor systems are totally collapsed.(Figure B.35 and 

B.36) 

The ground floor level at the annex and the side courtyard are filled with debris 

layer. Therefore, the southern wall of the building cannot be observed at the ground 

floor.   

The building extends out with rectangular opening series on the western and 

northern walls at the ground floor. At the west, the central door (1.30x1.80m) is 

neighboured by a window (0.80x1.00m) at its southern side. There is not any wall 

existing or any traces of a wall at its northern side. At the north, there is a door 2.90 m 

from the northeastern corner. 
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The annex (9.90x5.80m) is divided into two spaces with a wall extending in the 

east-west direction. There is a window in the middle of this wall. One of the spaces 

located at the north includes an original L formed wall piece attached to the northern 

wall at the northeastern corner. (Figure 3.51) 

The first floor is similar to the ground floor with its rectangular plan. However, 

the first floor system is damaged severely at present as the whole floor has been lost. 

Therefore, the stairs also do not exist at present.  

The building extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, 

northern and eastern walls at the first floor. The first floor level of the southern wall is 

collapsed at present. At the west, there is a window close to the southwestern corner. At 

the north, there is a window distributed in the middle. It is filled in at present. At the 

east, two windows are organized close to the corners. They are also filled in at present.  

The courtyard has also rectangular plan (10.00x5.30m) extending along an axis 

in the north-south direction. It is surrounded with the tannery building at the west, the 

annex at the east and the courtyard walls at the south and north. The walls are 3.40m in 

height and 0.42m in width. The entrances to the courtyard are provided through a door 

opening on the eastern wall of the tannery building and a door opening on the southern 

courtyard wall. 

The courtyard space includes the traces of the pools at the southwestern corner 

and a partition wall with zig zag form attached to the northern wall. The traces of the 

pools placed adjacent to the eastern tannery elevation are generally on the ground level. 

The edges of semi-circular cross sectional pools (0.60x2.80m) are located at the 

southwestern corner. (Figure 3.51) The zig zag formed partition wall is attached to the 

northern wall 4.75m from the northeastern corner. The unqualified workmanship and 

the structural characteristics of the wall piece suggest that it is additional. 

The side courtyard has also longitudinally rectangular plan (2.60x8.30m) 

extending along an axis in the east-west direction. It is surrounded with the annex at the 

north and the courtyard walls at the east and south. There is not any wall existing 

surrounding the courtyard at the west. The entrance to the side courtyard is provided on 

the western direction. 

The traces of a lean-to roof on the main courtyard elevations of the tannery and 

the annex building suggest that there is a semi-open space located adjacent to the 

southern wall. However, the semi-open space does not exist at present. 
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Figure 3.42. The view from the southeastern 
corner through the tannery lot 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.43. The view from the northwestern 

corner through the southeastern corner 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.44. The general view of the western 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.45. The general view of the southern 

elevation  
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.46. The view from the western side through 
the eastern side at the first floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.47. The partially collapsed floor system 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.48. The western elevation of the annex 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.49. The northern wall of the annex 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
 

Figure 3.50. The sharp finishing in the middle of 
the eastern elevation of the annex   

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.51. The latrine and the traces of the 

edge of the semi-circular cross 
sectional pool 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
 

 
Figure 3.52. The wood trusses, rafters and 

coverings of the roof system 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.53. The converted window and the 

additional train rails on the eastern 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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3.7.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery five is a detached building, all the elevations are deciphered.  

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.44 

and B.37) It is ordered with a segmental arched door opening in the middle and two 

segmental arched window openings at its two sides at the ground floor. It is ordered 

with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window openings at 

its two sides at the first floor. At the ground floor, the pavement out of concrete is 

observed along the west elevation. The entrance door is crowned with a segmental arch 

(11cm) out of brick. Two window openings are constituted with brick material at the 

sides just like the door opening, and stone material with concrete sill at the bottom. The 

window openings are also formed with segmental arches out of brick. The door and 

window openings do not have any joinery. The elevation is plastered and whitewashed. 

However, there are some regional detachment of plaster and stone close to the 

northwestern corner on the lower parts of the ground floor. At the first floor, the door 

opening surrounded with casing out of wood (7cm) provides entrance to a balcony 

which does not exist at present. Two rectangular window openings surrounded with 

casing (7cm) out of wood are constituted with brick material at the sides and the bottom 

just like the door opening. The lintels out of timber constitute the door and window 

openings at the top. The window close to the southwestern corner is covered with sheet 

iron layers. The window openings preserve the original form without joinery. The one 

close to the northwestern corner have a single vertical iron railing. The double eave 

courses out of brick is organised between the masonry wall and hipped roof covered 

with over and under tiles.  

The northern elevation is ordered with a rectangular window opening close to 

the northwestern corner at the ground floor. (Figure B.37) It is ordered with two 

rectangular window openings close to the corners at the first floor. The opening does 

not have any joinery. At the ground floor, the window opening is constituted with stone 

material at the sides and the bottom. The lintel out of timber constitutes the window 

opening at the top. At the first floor, the window openings with casing out of wood are 

constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom. The lintels out of timber 

constitute the window openings at the top. The openings do not have any joinery. The 

one close to the northwestern corner has a single vertical iron railing. The double eave 

courses out of brick and the hipped roof covered with over and under tiles above it 

crown the exposed stone elevation. 
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The eastern elevation is ordered with a segmental arched door opening in the 

middle and two segmental arched window openings at its two sides at the ground floor 

level. (Figure B.35) It is ordered with three rectangular window openings distributed 

evenly at the first floor level. At the ground floor, the entrance door is crowned with a 

segmental arch (11cm) out of brick. However, the opening is narrowed in width and the 

top of it is covered with sheet iron layers. Two window openings are constituted with 

brick material at the sides just like the door opening, and stone material with concrete 

sill at the bottom. The window openings are also formed with segmental arches out of 

brick. The door and window openings do not have any joinery. The elevation is 

plastered and whitewashed. There are some regional detachments of plastering. At the 

first floor, three rectangular window openings surrounded with casing (7cm) out of 

wood are constituted with brick material at the sides and the bottom. There was an 

additional balcony space close to the northeastern corner. However, it does not exist at 

present.  The lintels out of timber constitute the door and window openings at the top. 

The window opening close to the northeastern corner is enlarged in height and 

transformed into a door opening. The other window openings preserve the original 

form. There are two train rails used as cantilever I-beams below the converted balcony 

door on the exterior surface of the eastern elevation. The openings do not have any 

joinery. The double eave courses out of brick is organised between the masonry wall 

and hipped roof covered with over and under tiles.  

The southern elevation is ordered with three segmental arched window openings 

at the ground floor level and three rectangular window openings distributed evenly at 

the first floor level. (Figure 3.45 and B.38) At the ground floor, three window openings 

are constituted with brick material at the sides, and stone material and concrete sill at 

the bottom. The window openings are also formed with segmental arches (11cm) out of 

brick. The window openings close to the southwestern corner and in the middle are 

filled in with brick. The other one preserves the original form but does not have any 

joinery. There are some regional patches of plaster close to the southwestern corner 

along the line. At the first floor, three rectangular window openings are constituted with 

brick material at the sides and stone and concrete sills at the bottom. The lintels out of 

timber constitute the window openings at the top. The window opening close to the 

southwestern corner is covered with sheet iron layers. The openings do not have any 

joinery. At the southwestern corner, the wall masonry bond is constituted with brick due 

to the existence of fireplace behind it. There is a chimney out of brick above brick 

bonds. The double eave courses out of brick and the hipped roof covered with over and 
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under tiles above it crown the exposed stone elevation. The southern elevation of 

building lot is organised with not only the tannery elevation but also courtyard wall and 

the elevation of original annex. The other entrance door to the building lot is located on 

the southern courtyard wall without any joinery. The southern elevation of the annex is 

severely damaged.  

As the first floor of the annex is collapsed partially, and the interior and the 

exterior of the ground floor are also filled with debris layer at present, the elevation 

characteristics of the annex cannot be deciphered. (Figure 3.48, 3.49 and 3.50) The 

sharp finishing approximately in the middle of the eastern elevation and the difference 

between the stone courses used both sides of this finishing are observed and ascertained.  

 

3.7.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The addition of the partition walls and the destruction of facilities belonging to 

the tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. The loss of 

the floor and roof system of the annex damaged the original spatial character of the 

tannery lot as well. The partition walls are as follows: The Z formed additional partition 

wall in the tannery and the zig zag formed additional partition wall in the courtyard. All 

these partition walls are additions belonging to the house phase.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are four different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements 

and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the window opening is observed on the 

southern elevation.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the regional ceramic floor coverings in 

the tannery and a very low wall piece are observed. Moreover, the iron sheets are added 

onto the exterior surfaces of the windows and courtyard door. There are two additional 

train rails used as cantilever I-beams of the converted balcony on the eastern elevation. 

Finally, plaster and whitewash were added onto the interior and exterior walls of the 

tannery and onto the interior surfaces of the annex at ground and first floor levels.  

Conversion of elements: The sizes of four windows and a door were converted. 

The middle window of the southern wall and the only window at the northern wall were 

diminished in height. The courtyard door on the eastern wall is diminished in width as 
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well. Moreover, the window close to the northeastern corner on the eastern wall at the 

first floor level was enlarged in height and converted into a balcony door. (Figure 3.53) 

Loss of elements: The original balcony with its original construction elements 

such as the floor system, the posts, the lean-to roof and the balustrade on the western 

elevation; the original stairs leading to the first floor in the tannery and in the annex 

were lost. The original window joineries, sashes shutters and railings; the door frames 

and sashes; and the stair balustrades of the tannery and annex were lost. Finally, original 

facilities belonging to the original function were lost.  

 

3.7.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building at the ground floor are 51-58cm in 

thickness. They are built in rubble stone and brick. Cement mortar is used as the binding 

material. The exterior and interior walls of the tannery are plastered and whitewashed. 

The masonry walls of the courtyard are 40-42cm in thickness. They are composed of 

rubble stone and brick. The walls of the courtyard are exposed. 

The masonry walls of the original annex placed along the eastern wall of the 

courtyard are in 46cm in thickness. They were built in stone masonry system. The 

interior surfaces of the annex walls are plastered and whitewashed, while the exterior 

walls are exposed. The additional wall pieces placed in the tannery and courtyard are 

20cm in thickness. They were built in brick masonry system. The interior and exterior 

surfaces of the additional wall pieces in the tannery are plastered and whitewashed, 

while the ones in the courtyard are exposed. 

The ground floor in the tannery is covered with concrete. The floor covering of 

the courtyard and the annex building cannot be observed as a result of the debris layer.  

The floor construction system was designed with an iron beam with ‘I’profile 

and two timber beams settled transversely as main beams and the secondary beams out 

of timber crossing them. The I-beam is 9x12cm in its cross section. The main beams out 

of timber are 18-20cm in its diameter cross section. The secondary beams are 5x10cm 

in their cross section. The floor system is elevated. Since there is no ceiling cover, the 

elements of floor system can easily be observed. (Figure B.33) 

The original floor construction system of the annex building is not observed as 

the floor systems have been collapsed. 

The two masonry walls (west and east) of first floor are 30-35cm in thickness 

and built in brick. The other two masonry walls (north and south) are 51-58cm in 
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thickness and built in stone. The exterior and interior walls are plastered and 

whitewashed. 

The floor covering of the first floor is wood, each piece 20cm in width.  

The roof construction system was designed with two wood trusses settled 

transversely in the middle and four beams out of timber settled diagonally in order to 

support the pitched roof system. (Figure 3.52 and B.34) The height of each truss at their 

central axis is around 2.00m. Since there is no ceiling cover, the elements of the roof 

system can easily be observed. The material of the roofing is traditional tiles.  

The original roof construction system of the annex is not observed as the roof 

systems have been collapsed.  

The stairs in the tannery and annex do not exist at present.  

The door and window openings are provided with segmental arches out of brick 

at ground floor level. On the other hand, the lintels of window and door openings of the 

first floor are provided with timber beams. The openings are constituted with brick 

material at the sides at the first floor. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber 

beams are 8 by 10cm. There are neither original door frames and sashes nor original 

window joineries of window openings.  

 

3.7.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. There are major diagonal and vertical cracks between the openings on 

the exterior and interior surfaces of the western and the southern tannery walls. The loss 

of plaster on the lower parts of the western and the southern tannery walls especially on 

the exterior surfaces is observed locally. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss 

of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts 

as a result of the rising damp. There are local losses of plaster on all the interior surfaces 

of the first floor tannery walls especially around the openings. The decay in timber tie-

beams of the masonry walls due to humidity or direct day light is observed. The major 

structural problems of the tannery are observed on the first floor system. The northern 

side of the discussed floor system has collapsed partially as a sign of the structural 

damage. The deflection of the floor beams and the rusted I-beams are the minor 

deterioration problems observed in the flooring system at the first floor. Moreover, the 

decay in timber beams and coverings due to humidity are observed at the first floor 

system. The edges of the binding rafters based on the eastern tannery wall have fallen 
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out of support. Therefore, permanent deformation has occurred on the roof system. The 

deflection of the wood trusses, the decay in timber materials of the trusses and rafters 

due to the humidity are the minor deterioration problems of the roof system. 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the annex are 

identified below. The first floor level of the southern annex wall has collapsed totally. 

The northern edge of the western annex wall has collapsed partially. There are major 

diagonal and vertical cracks on the exterior and the interior surfaces of the western 

annex wall. Loss of stone on the upper parts of the latrine wall is observed. There are 

plant formation due to the soil deposits on the upper parts of the western and northern 

annex walls, and the latrine wall. The floor and the roof systems of the annex have 

collapsed totally. 

The timber lintels above the side courtyard door on the southern courtyard wall 

have been broken or lost. Therefore, major vertical cracks and loss of stone are 

observed on this region. 

 

3.8. Description of Tannery Unit Six 

 
Tannery six is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first dead-

end street (1. Çıkmaz Sokak) in the seventh and last building lot (lot 14) from the 

northern end of the street. Its neighbour is tannery seven at the north. Tannery three and 

tannery four are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (6.40x8.50x3.70m) with a gable roof is located 

at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the building mass, there is a 

small courtyard (6.60x7.60m) oriented to the east. There are some traces of an 

additional mass and a semi-open space in the courtyard. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1942 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a warehouse until 2004. It is vacant today. 

 

3.8.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan and total space character. The 

building faces the street with its narrow western elevation. One directly enters through a 

central door from the street to the ground level, descended only 10cm from the street. 
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The space is organized around an axis terminated by the entrance door at the west and 

the courtyard door at the east.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western and 

eastern walls. (Figure B.39 and B.40) At the west, the central door (1.20x2.10m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 1.20x1.32m) at its two sides at the ground floor level, 

and at the upper level, three windows (0.70x0.75m) are distributed above the ground 

level openings. The opening order of the eastern elevation is similar to the western 

elevation. At the north and south, there is not any opening.  

This high total space (6.40x8.50x3.70m) includes a niche at the northern wall 3.05m 

from the northeastern corner and the water channel (12x6cm) of the drainage system 

extending along an axis in the eastwestern direction on the ground level. (Figure 3.59) 

The courtyard also has squarish plan (6.60x7.60m) surrounded with the tannery 

at the west and three courtyard walls in the other directions. (Figure 3.54) The heights 

of the courtyard walls are different. The half of the northern wall close to the tannery is 

low in height (1.20m), but the height of the wall increases suddenly to the height of 

3.70m. The height of the eastern courtyard wall is 2.70m in the middle, and it reaches 

the level of 3.70m at the corners. The height of the southern wall is constant: 3.70m.  

The courtyard space includes original facilities related to the tannery function such 

as the pools and the water channel. There is a wider water channel (25x22cm) extending 

along an axis in the east-west direction. There are the pools with different sizes and 

depths in the courtyard. The double pools (each 1.15x1.35cm) on a platform elevated 

32cm from the ground floor level are located adjacent to the northern courtyard wall. 

(Figure 3.55) The wider and deeper double pools (2.75x2.60x1.32m) are located along the 

eastern courtyard wall. The single pool with semi-circular cross section 

(1.07x2.16x0.90m) is located adjacent to the tannery elevation at the southwestern corner. 

 The traces of a lean-to roof (Figure 3.57), and the form of the eastern courtyard 

wall and the sudden increase at the height of northern courtyard wall suggest that there 

were a semi-open space located adjacent to the southeastern corner and an additional 

mass placed along the eastern wall. However, the semi-open space and the additional 

mass do not exist at present. 

 
3.8.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery six is adjacent to the neighbouring building, tannery seven, at its 

north; western, southern and eastern elevations are deciphered. (Figure B.41) 
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Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.56) 

It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window 

openings at its two sides at the lower level. It is ordered with three squarish windows 

distributed evenly at the upper level. The door opening with its original frame has lost 

its original sashes. The openings are constituted with brick material at the sides and the 

bottom. The lower horizontal course (22cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along 

the elevation is used as a lintel above the door and window openings. The window 

opening close to the southwestern corner is reduced in height and has lost its original 

joinery. The other one preserves its original frame and iron railing, but does not have its 

original sashes. Three window openings with original joinery and iron railing are 

constituted with brick material at the sides and the bottom at upper level. Another 

horizontal course (25cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is 

used as a lintel above these window openings. The elevation is plastered and 

whitewashed till the upper level of the lower horizontal course. There is a moulding out 

of brick between the upper horizontal course and exposed brick pediment. The double 

eave courses out of brick with over and under tiles above it is organised on exposed 

brick pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. It is ordered 

with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window openings at 

its two sides at the lower level. It is ordered with three squarish windows distributed 

evenly at the upper level. The door opening with only its original frame has lost its 

original sashes. The openings are constituted with brick material at the sides and the 

bottom. The lower horizontal course (22cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along 

the elevation is used as a lintel above the door and window openings. The window 

openings at lower level preserve their original form but have lost their original joineries. 

Three window openings are constituted with brick material at the sides and the bottom 

at upper level. The one close to the southeastern corner have original frame and iron 

railing but original sashes. The other windows preserve original joinery and iron railing. 

Another horizontal course (21cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the 

elevation is used as a lintel above these window openings. The elevation is plastered till 

the upper level of the lower horizontal course. There is a moulding out of brick between 

the upper horizontal course and exposed brick pediment. The double eave courses out of 

brick with over and under tiles above it is organised on exposed brick pediment formed 

as a result of the gable roof system. There is a pool out of concrete with semi-circular 

cross section adjacent  to  the  tannery  close  to  the  southeastern  corner.  There  is  an  
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Figure 3.54. The view through the eastern side of 

the courtyard 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.55. The original pools at the 

northwestern corner in the courtyard 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.56. The general view of the western 
elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

    
Figure 3.57. The traces of the lean-to roof on the 

eastern elevation 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
 

 
Figure 3.58. The wood trusses, rafters and 

coverings of the roof system  
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.59. The original water channels in the 

tannery 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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additional chimney adjacent to the northeastern corner of the tannery. There are the 

traces of a lean-to roof constituting a semi-open space close to the southeastern corner. 

(Figure 3.57) However, the semi-open space does not exist at present.  

The southern elevation is not organised with openings. It is a blind elevation 

with the eave out of two brick courses and the roof covered with over and under tiles 

above. The southern elevation of building lot is organised with not only tannery 

elevation but also the elevations of the semi-open space and the additional mass. 

 

3.8.3. Spatial Alterations 

 

The destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase damaged the original 

spatial character of the tannery lot. All the pools in the tannery were destructed as a 

result of the usage of it as a warehouse.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are four different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements 

and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The pools were filled in the tannery and in the courtyard.  

Addition of elements: The addition of a chimney is observed. Finally, plaster 

and whitewash were added onto the interior and exterior walls of the tannery and the 

courtyard till the upper level of the lower horizontal course.  

Conversion of elements: The size of the window on the western wall close to 

the southwestern corner at the ground floor level was converted. It was reduced in 

height. Additionally, the size of the window close to the northeastern corner of the 

eastern wall at the ground floor level was reduced in height. 

Loss of elements: At the ground floor, the traditional window joineries, window 

shutters, iron railings, door frames and door sashes were lost. However, there is only 

one window with iron railing on the western wall close to the northwestern corner. At 

the first floor, the window on the eastern wall close to the southeastern corner has lost 

only the traditional window sashes. Finally, the original facilities belonging to the 

original function were lost in the tannery.  
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3.8.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 23-27cm in thickness. They are 

built in brick supported with two horizontal courses made of reinforced concrete. 

Cement mortar is used as the binding material. The height from the ground floor to the 

lower reinforced concrete course is 2.10m. The walls are plastered and whitewashed till 

the upper level of the lower horizontal course. The brick masonry walls of the courtyard 

are 22-24cm in thickness. The walls of the courtyard are exposed, but there are some 

regional patches of plaster.  

The whole ground floor is covered with concrete in the tannery and the 

courtyard.  

The roof construction system was designed with three wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.58) The height of each 

truss at their central axis is around 1.40m. Since there is no ceiling cover, the elements 

of roof system can easily be observed. (Figure B.39) The material of the roofing is 

traditional tiles.  

The lintels of window and door openings are provided with two reinforced 

concrete courses both at the ground and the first floor level. The height of the reinforced 

concrete course is 22cm. The materials of existing window joineries are wood at first 

floor. 

The original pools in the courtyard are built in brick and covered with concrete 

on the surfaces. 

 

3.8.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The local loss of plaster on the lower parts of the western and eastern 

tannery walls especially on the exterior surfaces is observed. On the other hand, the 

detachment and the loss of brick, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are 

observed on these local parts as a result of rising damp. There is not any structural 

problem on the floor system. The minor cracks are the only deterioration problem 

observed on the concrete covering. The deflection of the wood trusses is the only 

problem of the roof system. 

There are some major diagonal cracks observed on the interior and exterior 

surfaces of the southern courtyard wall. On the eastern courtyard wall, the minor 
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vertical cracks on the plaster on the exterior surface, and the swelling and the flaking of 

plaster on the interior surface are observed. 

 

3.9. Description of Tannery Seven 
 

Tannery thirteen is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first 

dead-end street in the sixth building lot (lot 25) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery eight which is totally collapsed at the north and tannery six at 

the south. Tannery six and tannery seven are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (7.45x6.30x2.30m) with a gable roof is located 

at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the building mass, there is a 

small courtyard (7.50x9.50m) oriented to the east. There is a latrine at the southeastern 

corner of the courtyard. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1941and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a house by different residents until 2004. The building is vacant today. 

 

3.9.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the 

north-south direction. The tannery building faces the street with its wide western 

elevation. (Figure 3.60) One directly enters through a central door from the street to the 

ground level which is at the same level with the street. The total space character of the 

tannery is destructed by the division of the total space into cellular units. The structural 

characteristics and unqualified workmanship of these cellular spaces suggest that they 

are additional.  

The rectangular total space (7.45x6.30x2.30m) of the tannery is divided into five 

spaces. (Figure B.42, B.43 and B.44) One directly enters through a central door 

(0.85x1.85m) from the street to the space (G 01) placed in the middle of the tannery as a 

corridor connecting the two entrance doors of the tannery. This space has a 

longitudinally rectangular form (0.96x5.05m) extending along an axis in the east-west 

direction. It includes the entrance door connecting the street and tannery at the west, and 

the courtyard door (0.85x1.92m) at the east on the original tannery walls. There are four 

additional doors connecting the neighbouring spaces (G 04 and G 05) at the south and 

(G 02 and G 03) at the north. One of the southern spaces (G 05) at the southwestern 

corner has a quadrilateral form (2.56x2.90m). It includes a window (1.37x1.25m) in the 
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middle at the west on the original tannery wall. The other southern space (G 04) at the 

southeastern corner has a quadrilateral form (2.47x2.01m). It includes a window 

(0.99x1.03m) reduced in height and width, and transformed into a smaller window at 

the east and a niche (0.97m) 60cm from the southeastern corner at the south on the 

original tannery walls. In addition, there are a counter (0.60x2.02m) attached to the 

eastern wall at the southeastern corner and a platform at the southeastern corner. One of 

the northern spaces (G 02) at the northwestern corner adjacent to the corridor has a 

rectangular form (2.42x3.64m) extending along an axis in the east-west direction. It 

includes a window (1.36x1.23m) at the wet and a niche (1.00m) 70cm from the 

northwestern corner at the south on the original tannery walls. The other northern space 

(G 03) at the northeastern corner has a rectangular form (2.42x1.34m) extending along 

an axis in the north-south direction. It was used as a latrine space. It includes a window 

reduced in height and width, and transformed into a smaller window (0.35x0.40m) at 

the east, and a niche (0.80m) 56cm from the northeastern corner at the north on the 

original tannery walls. These cellular spaces have unqualified ceiling coverings out of 

plywood. 

The courtyard has also a rectangular plan (6.80x9.20m) extending along an axis 

in the north-south direction. It is surrounded with the tannery building itself at the west, 

and the courtyard walls at the east, south and north. The walls are 0.36m in width. The 

half of the southern courtyard wall close to the tannery is low in height (1.20m), but the 

height of the wall increases suddenly to the height of 3.70m. The eastern courtyard wall 

is a supporting wall. The northern end of the eastern courtyard wall 1.97m in length and 

58cm in width is constituted with stone material. The upper part of it is demolished at 

present. The remaining part of the eastern wall 4.87m in length and 36cm in width is 

constituted with brick material. It has a large permanent deformation as the loss of 

verticality at present. The continuous height of the northern wall is around 3.70m. The 

western edge of the northern wall close to the tannery building is demolished at present. 

The entrance to the courtyard is provided through a door opening on the eastern wall of 

the tannery building. 

The courtyard space includes the traces of original facilities related to the 

tannery function as pools at the north and the east, a latrine space at the southeastern 

corner and L formed wall piece attached at the south. The L formed wall piece defines 

another subspace without ceiling covering. There is a concrete platform (0.90x2.35m) at 

the northwestern corner adjacent to the tannery building with its narrow side. There are 

the traces of pools along the eastern wall. There is a deep pool (1.45x1.95m) placed 
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adjacent to the eastern wall next to the latrine space. The pool was covered with 

plywood supported with timber beams, but half of it has been ruined. The latrine space 

(1.86x1.92m) is located at the southeastern corner. (Figure 3.61) The unqualified 

workmanship of the walls surrounding the latrine space suggests that they are 

additional. The L formed wall piece 1.80m height is attached to the southern wall with 

its long arm (3.15m), which is 2.49m from the southwestern corner. There is a door 

opening adjacent to the tannery building on the short arm (2.59m). Additionally, there is 

a concrete covering as a narrow path between the tannery and the latrines extending 

along an axis in the north-west and south-east direction. 

 

3.9.2. Elevation Characteristics 

 

Since the tannery seven is adjacent to the neighbouring tannery six at its south; 

western, northern and eastern elevations are deciphered. (Figure B.45) However, 

tannery seven and tannery eight were also adjacent to one another before the demolition 

of tannery eight.   

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.60) 

It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two squarish window 

openings at its two sides. The door opening has lost its original joinery. The iron door 

frame and sashes are renewed. Two window openings are constituted with stone 

material at the sides and they have concrete sills at the bottom. The horizontal course 

(20cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a lintel above 

the door and window openings. The window openings preserve the original form but 

have renewed wooden joineries. The elevation is plastered and whitewashed till the 

upper level of horizontal course. Then, the artificial jointed stone pediment with over 

and under tiles on it begins as a result of the gable roof system. There were two gable 

window openings on this stone pediment. They are filled in and covered with cement 

plastering, but the traces of these windows are observed. There is a gutter out of 

aluminium at the south edge of the roof tiles.  

The northern elevation was adjacent to the neighbouring building tannery eight, 

similar to the southern elevation. However, neighbouring tannery is collapsed and the 

northern elevation of tannery seven is perceived at present. (Figure 3.62) Since the 

construction date of the tannery seven is earlier than tannery eight, the traces of two 

window openings filled in after the construction of  tannery  eight  are  observed.  There  
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Figure 3.60.  The general view of the western 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.61. The view through the latrine and the 

pool in the courtyard 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  

 
Figure 3.62. The general view of the northern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.63. The general view of the eastern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.64. The permanent deformation of the 

brick supporting wall  
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.65. The damaged western edge of the 

northern courtyard wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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are some regional patches of plaster on the elevation. The roof covered with over and 

under tiles crown the stone elevation. 
The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 

3.63) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two squarish 

window openings at its two sides. The door opening has lost its original joinery. The 

wooden door frame and its sash are renewed. The window opening close to the 

southeastern corner preserves its original form but has renewed wooden joineries. The 

other window opening is reduced in height and width. The window openings are 

constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom. Horizontal course (20cm) 

out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as lintels above door 

and window openings. The elevation is plastered and whitewashed. The plastered and 

whitewashed stone pediment with over and under tiles on it is formed as a result of the 

gable roof system. There are some traces of additional building elements on the 

elevation.  

 

3.9.3. Spatial Alterations 
 

The division of the tannery total space into cellular subspaces, the addition of the 

subspaces and the destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase damaged the 

original spatial character of the tannery lot. These subspaces are as follows: Five 

additional spaces located in the tannery as a result of the division of the total space, and 

in the courtyard, the latrine space placed at the southeastern corner and the subspace 

located at the southwestern corner. All these subspaces are additions belonging to the 

house phase.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are five different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements, 

renewal of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the window openings is observed on the 

northern and southern elevations. The deeper pool placed in the courtyard was covered 

with plywood on the supporting timber beams.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the counter in the tannery adjacent to the 

eastern wall is observed. The concrete covering as a narrow path between the tannery and 

the latrine was added in to the courtyard. Moreover, the ceiling coverings were added above 

the cellular spaces in the tannery. Finally, the plaster and whitewash were added. 
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Conversion of elements: The sizes of two windows on the eastern elevation 

were converted. 

Renewal of elements: The whole original joineries of the tanner were renewed. 

Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door 

frames and door sashes were lost. Finally, original facilities belonging to the original 

function were lost in the tannery and the courtyard.  

 

3.9.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 40-55cm in thickness. They are 

built in rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams and a horizontal course made of 

reinforced concrete. Cement mortar is used as the binding material. The height from the 

ground floor to the reinforced concrete course is 1.94m. The exterior and interior walls 

of the tannery are plastered and whitewashed. The brick masonry walls of the courtyard 

are 36-58cm in thickness. The walls of the courtyard are exposed.  

The additional partition walls placed in the tannery are in 14-16cm in thickness. 

They were built in brick masonry system. They are plastered and whitewashed. The 

additional brick masonry walls of the latrine placed at the southeastern corner of the 

courtyard are in 15-20cm in thickness. The walls of the latrine are whitewashed. 

Although the whole ground floor of the tannery is covered with mosaic tiles, the 

floor in the courtyard is compacted soil.  

The roof construction system cannot be observed as the ceilings are covered 

with unqualified plywood. (Figure B.43) 

The lintels of window and door openings are provided with the reinforced 

concrete course. There are neither original door frames and sashes nor original window 

joineries of window openings.  

 

3.9.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. On the exterior surface of the eastern tannery wall, the major diagonal 

and vertical cracks close to the corners; the loss of plaster; and the disintegration and the 

loss of mortar on the lower parts are observed. There are major diagonal cracks above 

the niche on the southern tannery wall close to the southwestern corner. The decay in 

timber tie-beams on the exterior surface of the northern tannery wall due to direct day 
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light is observed. There are partial losses of plaster on the lower parts of the western 

tannery wall on the exterior surface related to rising damp. The discoloration caused by 

the biological colonization and the plant formation are observed on the exterior surface 

of the northern tannery wall. The roof system cannot be observed due to the additional 

ceiling coverings of the cellular spaces. The additional ceiling coverings are 

deteriorated as a result of humidity. 

The western edge of the northern courtyard wall has collapsed. (Figure 3.65) 

The permanent deformation of the eastern courtyard wall close to the southeastern 

corner is observed. (Figure 3.64) There are major vertical cracks along the height of the 

northern courtyard wall. On the northern and southern courtyard walls, the local loss of 

plaster on the lower parts is observed. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss of 

brick, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts as a 

result of rising damp. The basic structural damage at the ground floor system is the local 

settlement. This is observed at the northeastern corner in the courtyard. 

 

3.10. Description of Tannery Unit Eight 
 

Tannery eight is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first dead-

end street in the fifth building lot (lot 16) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery nine at the north and tannery seven at the south. Tannery eight 

was adjacent to tannery nine at the north and tannery seven at the south. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building which was located at the front western part of 

the building lot was totally collapsed. There is not any closed space in the courtyard. 

Therefore, a total open space along the lot (7.77x15.12m) has been created with the 

integration of the tannery and courtyard spaces.  

The building was used as a tannery between 1942 and 1968.  

 

3.10.1. Spatial Layout  
 

The spatial layout of tannery eight cannot be deciphered in detail like the other 

tanneries since it is completely collapsed at present. The tannery lot (7.77x15.12m) has 

a longitudinally quadrilateral plan extending along an axis in the east-west direction. 

(Figure 3.66) 

It is surrounded with tannery seven at the south, tannery nine at the north and a 

supporting  courtyard  wall  at  the  east.  (Figure B.46)  The  upper  part  of  the  eastern  
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Figure 3.66.  The general view of the tannery unit 

eight 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.67. The traces of one of the original pools 

in the tannery 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.68. The common well at the First Dead-

end Street placed opposite side of the 

tannery 

  (Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
 

 
Figure 3.69. The traces of the original pools in the 

courtyard  
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

  
 

Figure 3.70. The general view of the northern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.71. The general view of the southern elevation 

  (Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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courtyard wall is demolished at present. The courtyard space is elevated approximately 

40cm from the ground level of the tannery. 

This tannery lot includes the traces of original pools at ground level attached to 

the tannery walls at the southwestern corner and northeastern corner. (Figure 3.67 and 

3.69) on the other hand, there is a common well at the First Dead-end Street placed 

opposite side of this tannery lot. (Figure 3.68) 

 

3.10.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

 As the tannery is completely collapsed at present the elevation characteristics of 

it cannot be deciphered like the other tanneries existing. The northern and southern 

elevations existing are the elevations belonging to the neughbouring tanneries. (Figure 

3.70 and 3.71) 

 

3.10.3. Spatial Alterations 

 
The total destruction of the tannery itself and the facilities belonging to the 

tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot.  

 

3.10.4. Structural Characteristics 

 
 As the tannery is completely collapsed at present the structural characteristics of 

it cannot be deciphered like the other tanneries existing. 

 

3.10.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration  

 
The tannery has totally collapsed. 

The upper parts of the eastern courtyard wall close to the southeastern corner 

have collapsed due to the roots of a large tree. On the other hand, the permanent 

deformation is observed on the lower parts of the same wall. 
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3.11. Description of Tannery Unit Nine 
 

Tannery nine is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first dead-

end street in the fourth building lot (lot 17) from the north end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery ten at the north and tannery eight which is totally collapsed at 

the south. There is a narrow path at the south between tannery nine and tannery ten. 

(Figure 3.72) Tannery nine and tannery eight were adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (7.85x7.34x2.36m) with a gable roof is located 

at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the building mass, there is a 

small courtyard (7.95x7.08m) oriented to the east. There is a semi-open space at the 

southern part and a latrine at the northeastern part in the courtyard. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1941 and 1968. It is vacant today. 

 

3.11.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a squarish plan and faces the street with its western 

elevation. One directly enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, 

descended only 10cm from the street. The total space character of the tannery is 

destructed by the division of the total space into cellular units. The structural 

characteristics and unqualified workmanship of these cellular spaces suggest that they 

are additional.  

The rectangular total space (7.85x7.34x2.36m) of the tannery is divided into five 

spaces. (Figure B.47, B.48 and B.49) One directly enters through a door (0.97x2.02m) 

close to the northwestern corner from the street to the space (G 01) placed at the 

northwestern corner. This entrance space has a longitudinally rectangular form 

(3.63x4.80m) extending along an axis in the east-west direction. It includes the entrance 

door connecting the street and the tannery at the west, and a window (0.90x1.15m) at 

the north on the original tannery walls. The entrance door is reduced in width. The 

window preserves its original size and joinery. (Figure 3.73) There are two additional 

doors connecting the neighbouring spaces (G 05) at the south and (G 03) at the east, and 

a counter (0.52x1.13m) placed at the southwestern corner of the space adjacent to the 

western wall. One of the southern spaces (G 05) at the southwestern corner has a 

squarish form (3.55x3.40m). It includes two windows (0.97x1.40m) close to the corners 

at the west on the original tannery wall. The windows are reduced in width. In addition, 

there is another door connecting the neighbouring space (G 04) at the east. The other 
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southern space (G 04) at the southeastern corner has a squarish form (3.45x3.37m). It 

includes a door (0.89m) and a window (1.40m) filled in at the east, and a small window 

(0.98x0.42m) 48cm from the southeastern corner at the south on the original tannery 

walls. There are two steps out of concrete below the filled door. (Figure 3.74) One of 

the additional spaces (G 03) at the east, elevated 65cm from the ground level of the 

entrance space (G 01), has a squarish form (1.90x2.00m). It includes a door with two 

steps below it connecting the neighbouring space (G 02) at the north.  There is a latrine 

space (G 02) at the northeastern corner (1.64x1.90m) elevated 40cm from the ground 

level of the neighbouring space defined as G 03. These cellular spaces have unqualified 

ceiling coverings. 

The courtyard has a squarish plan (7.65x7.05m) surrounded with the tannery 

building at the west and the courtyard walls at the south and east. The courtyard of 

tannery nine is the southern part of the integrated courtyard as there is no courtyard wall 

existing at the north. (Figure 3.75 and 3.76) The southern courtyard wall is 2.90m in 

height and 028 m in width, and the eastern one is 4.03m in height and 0.50m in width. 

There are three windows with different dimensions on the southern courtyard wall. The 

entrance to the courtyard is provided through the narrow path placed at the north at 

present. There was another entrance to the courtyard provided through the door opening 

on the eastern wall of the tannery building before being filled. 

The courtyard space includes a latrine space, a platform with the traces of a pool 

and a partition wall attached at the east; a platform, a lean-to roof along the southern 

wall; the traces of two damaged wall pieces and a counter and another platform attached 

at the west. In addition, under the lean-to roof, there are a low platform extending along 

an axis in the north-south direction in the middle, the traces of a pool at the western part 

and the platforms with different dimensions at the eastern part.  

There are thin wall pieces with unqualified workmanship at the northeastern corner of 

the courtyard, and they define a latrine space. It (1.15x2.15m) is located adjacent to the 

eastern wall with its narrow side. There is a small pool (1.15x0.60m) adjacent to the 

western wall of the latrine space. The partition wall separating the lean-to roof is 

attached at the east 3.50m from the southeastern corner. There is a 30cm elevated 

platform (2.30x2.35m) placed between the partition wall and the latrine space adjacent 

to them at the east. (Figure 3.77) The platform has the traces of a rectangular pool 

(1.45x1.50m), but it is filled at present. The lean-to roof is located along the southern 

courtyard wall. The form of it is a gable roof. There is a low platform 24cm in height 

separating the space under the lean-to roof into smaller two spaces as western and 
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eastern spaces. (Figure 3.78) There are the traces of a pool (1.20x1.50m) at the ground 

level adjacent to the low platform 1.55m from the southern courtyard wall in the 

western space. There are platforms attached to the southern, eastern and northern walls 

in the eastern space. The platform adjacent to the southern wall is 80cm in width. The 

ones adjacent to the northern and eastern walls are in 50cm in width. However, the 

height of the northern platform increases suddenly to the height of 95cm and constitutes 

a higher platform (0.80x0.50m) in the middle. One of the damaged wall pieces (17cm in 

width and 1.75m in length) 1.60m from the northwestern corner is attached to the 

tannery wall at the west. The counter (0.60x1.35m) is located adjacent to the southern 

side of it and attached to the tannery wall at the west. The other wall piece damaged 

severely is 4.35m from the southwestern corner. The rectangular platform (1.13x1.80m) 

35cm from the ground level is placed adjacent to the tannery building at the 

northwestern corner of the courtyard. The unqualified workmanship of the partition 

walls and the lean-to roof located in the courtyard suggests that they are additional. 

(Figure 3.79) 

 

3.11.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery nine is a detached building at present, all the elevations are 

deciphered. However, tannery nine and tannery eight were adjacent to one another 

before the demolition of tannery eight. (Figure B.50) 

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.80) 

It is ordered with a rectangular door opening close to the northwestern corner and two 

rectangular window openings at its southern side. The door opening with a renewed 

casing (9cm) out of wood is narrowed and has lost its original sashes. The widows are 

also reduced in width as there are the traces of their original sizes. Two window 

openings are constituted with brick material at the sides and they have marble sills at the 

bottom. The horizontal course out of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation 

is used as a lintel above the door and window openings. The window openings have 

renewed wooden joineries. The elevation is plastered and whitewashed. There is a 

moulding out of brick below the plastered and whitewashed brick pediment. The eave 

course out of brick with over and under tiles above it is organised on brick pediment 

formed as a result of the gable roof system.  

The northern elevation is ordered with two rectangular window openings. 

(Figure 3.81)  Two  window  openings  (each 1.00x1.15m)  are  constituted with  brick  
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Figure 3.72. The view through the narrow path 

between tannery nine and tannery ten   

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.73. The original joinery of the window 

on the northern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.74. The filled courtyard door and concrete 

steps leading to the courtyard   

 (Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.75. The view of the integrated courtyard 

of tannery nine and tannery ten 
(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.76. The view of the integrated courtyard 

from tannery nine  

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.77. The view through the platform 

attached to the eastern courtyard wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.78. The view through the building 

elements under the lean-to roof 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.79. The difference between the brick types and 

bonds of tannery and the additional wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.80. The general view of the western elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.81. The general view of the northern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.82.  The general view of the eastern 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.83.  The crack related to the crushing of 

compressed elements 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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material at the sides and the bottom. The horizontal course out of reinforced concrete 

extending along the elevation is used as a lintel above the door and window openings. 

The window opening close to the northwestern corner preserves the original form with 

renewed joinery. However, the other one is filled in with brick. The elevation is 

partially plastered and whitewashed. The eave course out of brick and the roof covered 

with over and under tiles above it crown the brick elevation. 

The eastern elevation of the tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 

3.82) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular 

window openings at its two sides. The additional roof of semi-open space close to the 

southeastern corner and the other additional walls adjacent to the tannery restricts the 

perception of this elevation. The door opening and window openings are filled in. The 

traces of filled door and window openings indicate the similarity between the western 

and eastern elevations. The openings were constituted with brick material at the sides 

and the bottom. Horizontal course out of reinforced concrete extending along the 

elevation is used as lintel above door and window openings. The elevation is partially 

plastered and whitewashed. There is a moulding out of brick below the exposed brick 

pediment. The eave course out of brick with over and under tiles above it is organised 

on exposed brick pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system. There are two 

gable window openings (each 0.40x0.50m) with their original joinery on this brick 

pediment.  

The southern elevation was adjacent to the neighbouring building tannery eight. 

However, neighbouring tannery has collapsed and the southern elevation of tannery 

nine is perceived at present. It is ordered with a small window opening close to the 

southeastern corner. The opening is constituted with brick material at the sides and the 

bottom. The horizontal course (21cm) out of reinforced concrete extending along the 

elevation is used as a lintel above the window opening. The window opening have 

unqualified joinery. There are some regional patches of plaster on the lower parts of the 

elevation. The roof covered with over and under tiles above it crowns the brick 

elevation. The southern elevation of building lot is organised with not only tannery 

elevation but also the elevation of the additional semi-open space. There are two 

unqualified small window openings on the southern elevation of the additional semi-

open space. The roof covered with marseilles tiles above it crowns the plastered 

elevation. 
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3.11.3. Spatial Alterations 
 

The division of the tannery total space into cellular subspaces, the addition of the 

subspaces and the destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase damaged the 

original spatial character of the tannery lot. These subspaces are as follows: Five 

additional spaces located in the tannery as a result of the division of the total space, and 

the semi-open space placed along the southern wall and two additional neighbouring 

spaces located at the northeastern corner in the courtyard. All these subspaces are 

additions belonging to the house phase.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are five different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements, 

renewal of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the openings is observed on the eastern, 

northern and western elevations. The deeper pools were filled in the courtyard.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the counters placed in the tannery and 

courtyard is observed. The elevation of the ground level of the cellular spaces placed at 

the northeastern corner (G 05 and G 04) in the tannery is an addition as well. Moreover, 

the ceiling coverings were added above the cellular spaces in the tannery. Finally, the 

plaster and whitewash were added. 

Conversion of elements: The sizes of the windows and the door on the western 

tannery wall were converted. The squarish windows at the west are reduced in width 

and converted into rectangular windows. Additionally, the width of the entrance door on 

the western tannery wall was narrowed.  

Renewal of elements: The whole original joineries of the tannery were renewed.  

Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door frames 

and door sashes and decorated iron railing of the entrance door were lost. However, there is 

only one window with full original joinery at the northern wall close to the northwestern 

corner. Finally, original facilities belonging to the original function were lost.  

 

3.11.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 24-35cm in thickness. They are 

built in brick supported with a horizontal course made of reinforced concrete. Cement 

mortar is used as the binding material. The height from the ground floor to the 
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reinforced concrete course is 2.10m. The exterior and interior walls of the tannery are 

generally plastered and whitewashed but the pediment of the eastern elevation is 

exposed. The eastern wall of the courtyard is 50cm in thickness and built in stone 

masonry. The southern wall of the courtyard is 28cm in thickness and built in brick 

masonry. The walls of the courtyard are generally plastered and whitewashed. 

The additional brick masonry walls of the latrine placed at the eastern wall of the 

courtyard and the additional wall pieces in the courtyard are in 14-16cm in thickness. 

The additional partition walls placed in the tannery are in 14-16cm in thickness. They 

were built in brick masonry system. The additional walls are plastered and 

whitewashed. 

The whole ground floor of the tannery and the courtyard is covered with 

concrete.  

The roof construction system of the tannery cannot be observed as the ceilings 

are covered with unqualified plywood. (Figure B.48) 

The additional gable roof constitutes the roof of the semi-open space placed 

adjacent to the southern courtyard wall. It is supported with two timber posts (8x16cm). 

The construction system of it was designed with two timber beams (5x15cm) settled 

longitudinally. The roof was covered with marseilles tiles. There is not any ceiling 

covering below the roof. 

The lintels of window and door openings are provided with the reinforced 

concrete course. The height of the reinforced concrete course is 21cm. The window 

openings do not generally have the original joinery. The materials of existing window 

joineries are wood. 

The platform placed at the northeastern corner of the courtyard is built in brick 

and covered with concrete. 

 

3.11.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. There are major diagonal and vertical cracks observed on the interior 

and exterior surfaces of the northern tannery wall. (Figure 3.83) The tree adjacent to the 

northwestern corner of the tannery damaged the discussed corner. (Figure 3.81) On the 

northern and eastern tannery walls, the local loss of plaster on the lower parts especially 

on the exterior surfaces is observed. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss of 

brick, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts as a 



 89 

result of rising damp. There are partial losses of plaster on the lower parts of the western 

tannery wall especially on the exterior surface related to the rising damp. The minor 

cracks on the plaster are the only deterioration problem observed on the interior of the 

southern tannery wall. There is not any structural problem on the floor system. The 

minor cracks are the only deterioration problem observed on the concrete covering in 

the courtyard. The roof system cannot be observed due to the additional ceiling 

coverings of the cellular spaces. The additional ceiling coverings are deteriorated as a 

result of humidity. 

The deflection of the timber beams and rafters is the only problem observed on 

the lean-to roof system. 

 

3.12. Description of Tannery Unit Ten 
 

Tannery ten is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first dead-

end street in the third building lot (lot 19) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery twelve at the north, tannery eleven at the east and tannery nine at 

the south. There is a narrow path at the south between tannery ten and tannery nine. 

Tannery ten and tannery twelve are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (8.45x6.05x2.45m) with a gable roof is located 

at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the building mass, there is a 

small courtyard (8.15x7.60m) oriented to the east. There is not any annex in the 

courtyard. 

The building was used as a tannery between 1940 and 1968. It had a repair work 

before 1984. The building is vacant today. 

 

3.12.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the 

north-south direction. The tannery building faces the street with its wide western 

elevation. One directly enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, 

descended only 17cm from the street. The total space character of the tannery is 

destructed by the division of the total space into cellular units. The structural 

characteristics and unqualified workmanship of these cellular spaces suggest that they 

are additional.  
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The rectangular total space (8.45x6.05x2.45m) of the tannery is divided into six 

spaces. (Figure B.51 and B.52) One directly enters through a central door (0.97x2.03m) 

from the street to the space (G 01) placed in the middle of the tannery as a corridor 

connecting the two entrance doors of the tannery. This space has a longitudinally 

rectangular form (1.70x5.40m) extending along an axis in the east-west direction. 

(Figure 3.84) It includes the diminished entrance door connecting the street and tannery 

at the west, and the courtyard door reduced in height and width, and transformed into a 

small window (0.68x0.55m) at the east on the original tannery walls. There are two 

additional doors connecting the neighbouring spaces (G 06) at the south and (G 02) at 

the north, and a small window at the south. In addition, there is an L formed counter at 

the southeastern corner of it. The southern space (G 06) has a rectangular form 

(3.25x5.54m) extending along an axis in the east-west direction. It includes a window 

(1.20x1.40m) in the middle at the west on the original tannery wall. There were three 

more windows at the east and south on the original tannery walls, but they were filled 

in. There are door and small window shared with the corridor (G 01) at the north. In 

addition, there are platforms which are 78cm in height and 20cm in width surrounding 

the western, eastern and southern walls. The space (G 02) at the northwestern side 

adjacent to the corridor has a rectangular form (1.35x2.40m). It includes a window 

reduced in height and width, and transformed into a smaller window (0.56x0.35m) at 

the west on the original tannery wall. There is a platform which is 17cm in height and 

78cm in width below the diminished window and there is a concrete step in front of the 

space at the northwestern corner. It includes three additional doors connecting the 

neighbouring spaces (G 05) at the east, (G 03) at the north and (G 01) at the south as a 

gathering space. There is a latrine space (G 03) at the northwestern corner (0.94x1.00m) 

entered through the door on the northern wall. It has floor system covered with concrete 

30cm elevated from the ground level of the northwestern space (G 02). The space (G 

05) at the northeastern corner adjacent to the corridor has a squarish form (2.45x2.75m). 

It includes a window (1.17x1.10m) reduced in height at the east on the original tannery 

wall. There is a platform which is 78cm in height and 20cm in width below the reduced 

window. There are two doors close to the corners connecting the neighbouring spaces 

(G 02 and G 04) at the west. There are the traces of semi-circular cross sectional pools 

along the northern wall of this space. (Figure 3.85) There is another latrine space (G 04) 

adjacent to the original tannery wall at the west (1.00x1.12m) entered through the door 

close to the northwestern corner. It has floor system covered with concrete 30cm 
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elevated from the ground level of the northeastern space (G 05). These cellular spaces 

do not have any ceiling covering.  

The courtyard has a squarish plan (8.10x7.60m) surrounded with the tannery 

building itself at the west, tannery twelve at the north and tannery eleven at the east. 

The courtyard of tannery ten is the northern part of the integrated courtyard as there is 

no courtyard wall existing at the south. The northern courtyard wall is 2.03m in height 

and 0.47m in width. The entrance to the courtyard is provided through the narrow path 

placed at the south at present. There was another entrance to the courtyard provided 

through the door opening on the eastern wall of the tannery building before being filled. 

The courtyard space includes the stairs attached at the east as a link between the 

courtyards of tannery ten and tannery eleven, and a platform with concrete covering at 

the northeastern corner adjacent to the stairs.  

 

3.12.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery ten is adjacent to the neighbouring building, tannery twelve, at its 

north; western, eastern and southern elevations are deciphered. (Figure B.52) 

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 3.86) 

It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window 

openings at its two sides. The door opening with a casing out of wood is narrowed and 

has lost its original joinery. The squarish window openings are constituted with brick 

material at the sides, and with stone courses and concrete at the bottom. The lintels out 

of timber constitute the window openings at the top. The window opening close to the 

northwestern corner is reduced in both height and width with brick constituting a 

smaller window opening. The windows do not have any joineries and shutters. The roof 

covered with marseilles tiles crown the plastered and whitewashed brick elevation.  

The eastern elevation of the tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 

3.87) It is the most altered elevation. It was ordered with a rectangular door opening in 

the middle and two rectangular window openings at its two sides. However, the door 

opening in the middle is reduced in both height and width and transformed into a small 

window opening. The southern side of the door opening is finished roughly. The 

window opening close to the southeastern corner is filled in. The other window opening 

is reduced in height and the bottom level of the opening is damaged. The window does 

not have any joineries and shutters. The squarish window openings are constituted with  

brick  material  at  the  sides,  and  with  stone  courses  and  concrete  at  the  bottom. 
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Figure 3.84.  The converted courtyard door and the 

additional L formed counter in G 01 space 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
Figure 3.85. The traces of the edge of the semi-

circular cross sectional pool 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.86. The general view of the western elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.87. The general view of the eastern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3.88.The general view of the southern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.89. The wood truss fallen out of support 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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The lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top. The roof covered 

with marseilles tiles crown the whitewashed brick elevation.  There are the traces of 

eave course.   

The southern elevation is ordered with two rectangular window openings. 

(Figure 3.88) The window openings (each 1.20x1.25m) are constituted with brick 

material at the sides, and with stone courses and concrete at the bottom. Lintels out of 

timber constitute the window openings at the top. The window openings are filled in. 

There is an additional chimney next to the window opening close to the southwestern 

corner. The plastered and whitewashed brick pediment with marseilles tiles above it is 

organized as a result of the gable roof system on the southern elevation. 

 

3.12.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The division of the tannery total space into cellular subspaces and the 

destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase damaged the original spatial 

character of the tannery lot. These subspaces are as follows: Six additional spaces 

located in the tannery as a result of the division of the total space.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are four different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements 

and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the window openings is observed on the 

southern and eastern elevations.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the L formed counter in the tannery 

adjacent to the eastern wall and the addition of the chimney to the southern elevation are 

observed. On the other hand, the elevation of the ground level of the latrines placed at 

the northwestern corner in the tannery is an addition as well. Finally, the plaster and 

whitewash were added. 

Conversion of elements: The sizes of two windows and two doors were 

converted. One of the windows close to the northwestern corner on the western wall 

was reduced in height and width, and converted into a smaller window. The other one 

close to the northeastern corner on the eastern wall on the eastern wall was reduced in 

height as well. The entrance door on the western wall was reduced in width. Finally, the 

courtyard door on the eastern wall was also reduced in height and width, and converted 

into a small window. 
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Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door 

frames and door sashes were lost. The eave course was lost as well. Finally, original 

facilities belonging to the original function were lost in the tannery and the courtyard.  

 

3.12.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The lower parts of masonry walls, the socles, of the tannery building are 25-

30cm in thickness. They are built in stone masonry. The upper parts of masonry walls 

are 50-60cm in thickness. They are built in brick masonry. Cement mortar is used as the 

binding material. The walls are plastered and whitewashed. The main walls of tannery 

twelve and tannery eleven surround the courtyard. The walls of the courtyard are 

plastered and whitewashed.  

The additional partition walls placed in the tannery are in 14-16cm in thickness. 

They were built in brick masonry system. They are plastered and whitewashed. The 

additional brick masonry wall piece placed at the northern part of the courtyard 

surrounds it. 

The whole ground floor is covered with concrete in the tannery and the 

courtyard.  

The roof construction system was designed with two unqualified wood trusses 

settled transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.89 and B.51) 

The height of each truss at their central axis is around 1.60m. Since there is no ceiling 

cover, the elements of roof system can easily be observed. The material of the roofing is 

marseilles tiles.  

The lintels of window and door openings are provided with timber beams. The 

cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 7 by 8cm in height. There are 

neither original door frames and sashes nor original window joineries of window 

openings. 

 

3.12.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The brick masonry bonds above the converted courtyard door are 

deformed permanently. There is a major diagonal crack observed on the lower part of 

the exterior surface of the eastern tannery wall close to the northeastern corner. On the 

southern tannery wall, the local loss of plaster on the lower parts especially on the 
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exterior surfaces is observed. On the other hand, the detachment and the loss of brick, 

and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts as a result 

of rising damp. There are the detachment and the loss of brick at the southeastern corner 

of the tannery. There are partial losses of plaster on the exterior surface of the western 

tannery wall. The major structural problems of the tannery are observed on the roof 

system. The edge of the wood truss based on the eastern tannery wall close to the 

southern tannery wall has fallen out of support. (Figure 3.89) Therefore, the binding 

rafter has been broken and the permanent deformation has occurred on the roof system. 

 

3.13. Description of Tannery Unit Eleven 
 

Tannery eleven is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the second 

dead-end street in the third building lot (lot 18) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are additional mass of tannery twelve at the north and, tannery three and 

tannery four at the east. There are not any neighbouring buildings at the south. (Figure 

B.1) 

The two-storied tannery building (7.20x10.10x6.65m) with a gable roof is 

located at the front southern part of the building lot. At the northern part of the building 

lot, there is a rectangular additional mass (2.90x10.25m) adjacent to tannery eleven.  

The building was used as a tannery between 1939 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a house and warehouse by different residents until 2004. It is vacant today. 

 

3.13.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the 

east-west direction. The building faces the street with its narrow eastern elevation. One 

directly enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, descended only 

35cm from the street with two steps. 

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern 

and eastern walls. (Figure B.53) At the east, the central door (1.40x1.90m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 0.85x1.60m) at its two sides. At the north, a door 

(1.00x.2.50m) close to the northwestern corner and two windows (each 1.00x1.60m) on 

the eastern side of the door are placed. The door and windows are filled in. At the west, 
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there are three windows (each 1.00x1.55m) distributed evenly. At the south, there is not 

any opening. 

This high total space (7.20x10.10x3.25m) includes a staircase, deep pool and an 

open latrine attached at the south, the pools with semi-circular cross section along the 

western and northern walls, and water channels on the ground level adjacent to the 

pools. In addition, there is a central opening, rectangle in form (1.00x1.55m) at the 

ceiling, providing ease in circulation of goods.  

The stairs, running straight in plan and 100m in width, are adjacent to the 

southern wall and ascend from the east to the west. (Figure 3.90) The staircase, whose 

first step is 1.85m from the southeastern corner, does not have balustrade. There is a 

concrete block (0.95x0.70m) attached to the eastern side wall of the deep pool next to 

the stairs. The rectangular deeper pool (1.65x2.90x2.25m) is adjacent to the southern 

wall and 2.60m from the southeastern corner. (Figure 3.91) The open latrine space is 

placed at the northwestern corner. Some of the pools with semi-circular cross section 

are located adjacent to the western wall and 3.80m in length. The other semi-circular 

sectional pools located adjacent to the northern wall are 2.45m from the northwestern 

corner and 6.45m in length. (Figure 3.92) 

The first floor, which is reached through the straight run stairs at the south, is 

similar to the ground floor with its rectangular plan. The total space is organized around 

the service opening (1.00x1.55m) at its center. (Figure 3.93) 

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern, 

eastern and southern walls. (Figure B.54) At the east, the central door (1.00x2.45m) is 

neighboured by windows (each 0.90x1.65m) at its two sides. The windows are filled in. 

At the north, there are three windows (each 0.85x1.60m) distributed evenly. At the 

west, the central door (1.00x2.25m) is neighboured by windows (each 0.85x1.60m) at 

its two sides. The window (0.90x0.60m) close to the southwestern corner is reduced in 

height. At the south, three windows (0.88x1.85m) are filled in and the one close to the 

southwestern corner is transformed into a niche. There are only three windows 

possessing the original joineries at the first floor. (Figure 3.94) 

This long and high total space (7.20x10.10x3.20m) enlarged with balconies 

(0.95x1.75m) at the east and west includes a counter (0.57x1.74m) at the east attached 

to an additional wall piece and a central opening, rectangle in form (1.00x1.55m) on the 

floor, covered with chipboard plates. (Figure 3.95) The additional wall piece is attached 

to the eastern wall 1.18m from the southeastern corner. In addition, there are the  traces 
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Figure 3.90. The general view of the stairs 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.91. The elements of the ground floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.92. The detail of the original pool with 

semi-circler cross section 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.93. The detail of the lattice work on the 

floor opening  

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.94.  The detail of the original window at the 

first floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.95.  The view through the western wall at 

the first floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.96. The general view of the eastern 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.97. The detail of the railing above the 

entrance door on the eastern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.98. The general view of the western elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.99.The general view of the northern elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.100. The filling of one of the openings on the 

northern wall at the ground floor 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.101. The wood trusses, rafters and 

marseilles tiles of the roof system 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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of a fireplace between two window openings close to the southwestern corner. It is 

1.90m from this corner. 

The courtyard has a longitudinally rectangular plan extending along an axis in 

the east-west direction (2.60x9.10m). It is surrounded with the tannery building at the 

south. The original courtyard space of tannery eleven was transformed into an 

additional mass. This unqualified additional mass adjacent to the tannery along the 

northern elevation is formed over the courtyard walls at the east, north and west. It faces 

the street with its narrow eastern elevation. One directly enters through a central door 

from the street to the ground level, elevated only 5cm from the street. The space is 

organized around an axis terminated by the entrance door at the east and the service 

door at the west providing link to the integrated courtyard of tannery ten and tannery 

nine. 

The additional mass is composed of three cellular spaces. (Figure B.56 and 

B.57) This long and rectangular space includes a subspace used as latrine, a counter and 

an additional wall piece attached at the north. The latrine (1.13x1.44m) is located at the 

northeastern corner of the additional mass. The counter (0.60x2.60m) adjacent to the 

subspace extends along the northern wall, and it is 2.60m in length. The additional wall 

piece separating the other two spaces is attached to the northern wall 4.11m from the 

northwestern corner. In addition, the infill door and window openings are located like 

niches at the southern wall of the additional mass which is the original wall of the 

tannery building itself.  

 

3.13.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery eleven is a detached building, all the elevations are deciphered.  

The corner stones are emphasized with their big sizes at all of the elevations. 

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the eastern elevation. (Figure 3.96 

and B.58) The geometry of the roof and the openings all emphasize the verticality in the 

elevation design. The east elevation is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the 

middle and two rectangular window openings at its two sides at both ground and first 

floor levels. At the ground floor, the entrance door surrounded with a casing (14cm) out 

of reinforced concrete is crowned with a top window (0.35x1.30m) and decorated iron 

railing above. (Figure 3.97) Two window openings with casings out of wood are 

constituted with stone material like the door opening. The horizontal course (25cm) out 

of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a lintel above the door 
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and window openings. The window openings have the remains of their original 

joineries. The elevation is whitewashed till the upper level of the horizontal course. At 

the first floor, the door opening provides entrance to the balcony. Cantilever I beams 

(5x9cm) and timber beams (4x8cm) support the balcony floor. The balustrade of the 

balcony has been lost. The wood covering of the floor slab of the balcony are 

unqualified in workmanship. The two window openings are constituted with stone 

material at the sides and the bottom just like the door opening. Both of them are filled in 

with brick courses. The lintels out of timber constitute the door and window openings at 

the top. The windows at both ground and first floor only have the frames out of wood. 

The original window and door sashes have been lost. There is a moulding out of stone 

below the pediment. The eave course out of brick with marseilles tiles above it is 

organised on stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system. There are two 

gable window openings (each 0.25x0.37m) on this stone pediment.   

The southern elevation is ordered with two rectangular window openings at the 

first floor level. At the ground floor, there is not any door or window opening. (Figure 

B.59) The horizontal course (25cm) out of reinforced concrete extends along the 

elevation. At the first floor, two window openings are constituted with stone material at 

the sides and the bottom. The lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the 

top. One of the windows is distributed close to the southeastern corner. The other one is 

distributed in the middle of the elevation. The window openings are filled in with brick 

courses. The window close to the southeastern corner has only casing and frame out of 

wood. The window in the middle does not have any joinery. At the southwestern corner, 

the wall masonry bond is constituted with brick due to the existence of fireplace behind 

it. There is a chimney out of brick above brick bonds. The eave course out of stone and 

the roof covered with marseilles tiles above it crown the exposed stone elevation.  

The western elevation is ordered with three rectangular window openings 

distributed evenly at the ground floor level. (Figure 3.98 and B.58) It is ordered with a 

rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular window openings at its two 

sides at the first floor level. At the ground floor, three window openings distributed 

evenly are constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom. The windows 

have only the original casing and frame out of wood. The horizontal course (25cm) out 

of reinforced concrete extending along the elevation is used as a lintel above the 

window openings. At the first floor, the door opening provides entrance to the balcony. 

There are cantilever I beams (5x9cm) and timber beams (4x8cm) supporting the 

balcony floor. The floor and balustrade of the balcony have been lost. However, there is 
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a lean-to roof above the balcony covered with corrugated asbestos board. The two 

window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides and the bottom just 

like the door opening. The lintels out of timber constitute the door and window 

openings at the top. The windows have the original casing and frame out of wood. The 

window close to the southwestern corner has also the original window sashes. There is a 

moulding out of stone below the pediment. The eave course out of brick with marseilles 

tiles above it is organised on stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system. 

There are two gable window openings (each 0.25x0.37m) on this stone pediment. The 

gable window opening close to the southwestern corner is filled with brick. The other 

gable window has original joinery and iron railing. 

The northern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. (Figure 

3.99 and B.59) It is ordered with a door opening at one side and two window openings 

beside it at ground floor level. It is ordered with three rectangular window openings 

distributed evenly at the first floor. At the ground floor, the elevation is ordered with a 

door opening close to the northwestern corner and two window openings on the eastern 

side of the door. One of the window openings is distributed close to the northeastern 

corner. The other one is distributed in the middle of the elevation. The unqualified 

additional mass adjacent to the tannery along the elevation interrupts the perception of 

the northern elevation. In addition, the roof level of the additional mass restricts the 

observation of the top of openings and the horizontal course out of reinforced concrete. 

The elevation is whitewashed till the upper level of the additional roof level. At the first 

floor, three window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides and the 

bottom. The lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top. The 

windows have the original casing and frame out of wood. Two window openings close 

to the northeastern corner have also original window sashes out of wood.  The eave 

course out of stone and the roof covered with marseilles tiles above it crown the 

exposed stone elevation.  

The elevation characteristics of the additional mass are not defined as there is 

not any distinct elevation characteristics observed on the unqualified additional mass. 

 

3.13.3. Spatial Alterations 
 

The addition of the building mass composed of two cellular spaces placed in the 

courtyard and the destruction of facilities placed in the courtyard belonging to the 
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tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. The additional 

mass belongs to the house and the warehouse phases. 

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are three different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of windows is observed on the eastern, southern 

and northern elevations. (Figure 3.100) One of the gable windows at the eastern wall 

placed close to the northeastern corner is also filled in. Finally, the central opening at 

the first floor level was covered with chipboard plates.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the counter at the east at the first floor in 

the tannery and the other counter at the north in the courtyard is observed. Finally, 

plaster and whitewash were added.  

Loss of elements: The original balconies with their original construction elements 

such as the posts, the lean-to roofs and the balustrades on the western and eastern 

elevations were lost. Most of the original window sashes were lost. However, there are 

windows with full original joinery such as the window at the north wall close to the 

northeastern corner and the one at the west wall close to the northwestern corner. The 

original window shutters, door frames and door sashes and the stair balustrade were lost. 

Finally, original facilities belonging to the original function were lost in the courtyard.  

 

3.13.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building at the ground floor are 60-65cm in 

thickness. They are built in rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams and a 

horizontal course made of reinforced concrete at the ground floor. Cement mortar is 

used as the binding material. The height from the ground floor to the reinforced 

concrete course is 2.50m. The exterior walls of the tannery are generally exposed, but 

eastern and northern elevations are whitewashed till the first floor level. The interior 

walls of the tannery are generally plastered and whitewashed. The masonry walls of the 

courtyard, which was transformed into an additional mass, are 45 and 60cm in 

thickness. The lower parts of the courtyard walls are composed of rubble stone. The 

composition of upper parts is differentiated on each elevation as rubble stone only, brick 

only or rubble stone and brick together. The interior and exterior walls of the courtyard 

are plastered and whitewashed, but the western elevation is exposed. 

The whole ground floor is covered with concrete.  
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The iron beams with ‘I’profile and the timber ones crossing them form the floor 

construction system. I-beams are 8x16cm and timber beams are 6x15cm in their cross 

section. Since there is no ceiling cover, the elements of floor system can easily be 

observed. (Figure B.55) There is a floor opening in the middle of the ceiling. It is 

covered with a lattice work.  

The ceiling covering material of the additional mass is of plywood. The roof of 

the additional mass is a single-pitched roof with corrugated asbestos board on it. 

The masonry walls of first floor are 55-60cm in thickness and built in rubble 

stone supported with horizontal timber tie-beams. The interior walls are plastered and 

whitewashed, while exterior walls are exposed. 

The brick masonry wall piece located at the eastern part of the first floor is 16cm 

in thickness. The surfaces are plastered and whitewashed.  

The floor covering of the first floor is wood, each piece 22cm in width.  

The roof construction system was designed with three wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.101 and B.55) The 

height of each truss at their central axis is around 1.55m. Since there is no ceiling cover, 

the elements of roof system can easily be observed. The material of the roofing is 

marseilles tiles.  

The width of the staircase leading to the first floor with rather steep slope is 

100cm. It is composed of two timber beams (7x20cm) on both sides and thirteen sliding 

steps, each of which is 27cm in width. The fourth step from the bottom has been lost. 

These steps are made of wood. 

The lintels of window and door openings of the ground floor are provided with 

the reinforced concrete course at the ground floor. The height of the reinforced concrete 

course is 25cm. On the other hand, at the first floor, timber beams are used to span the 

openings. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 8 by 9cm in height. 

The window openings generally have the remains of original joinery. The materials of 

existing window joineries are wood both at the ground and the first floors. The material 

of the casing surrounding the entrance door openings at the ground floor is reinforced 

concrete. There is a decorated iron bar at the top window above the door opening. 

 

3.13.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The loss of plaster on the lower parts of the eastern tannery wall 
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especially on the exterior surface is observed locally. On the other hand, the detachment 

and the loss of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these 

local parts as a result of rising damp. On the lower parts of the western tannery wall, the 

detachment and the loss of stone have occurred extensively. The decay in timber tie-

beams of the masonry walls due to humidity or direct day light is observed. There are 

the local losses of plaster on the pediment level of the interior surface of the western 

wall. On the other hand, the swelling and flaking of whitewash on all the interior 

surfaces of the first floor tannery walls are observed. The local settlement and cracks are 

observed on the concrete slab of the open latrine due to the existence of the deep pool 

below. On the other hand, cracks are observed on the marble threshold (Figure 19). The 

deflection of the floor beams and the rusted I-beams are the minor deterioration 

problems observed in the flooring system at the first floor. The decay in timber beams 

and coverings due to humidity are observed at the first floor system of the tannery. The 

wood coverings on the floor system of the eastern balcony are decayed as well. The 

deflection of the wood trusses, the decay in timber materials of the trusses and rafters 

due to humidity are the minor deterioration problems of the roof system. The decay and 

partial loss of wood elements used in stairs have caused the reduction in the load 

bearing capacity. The major diagonal and the horizontal cracks on the side walls of the 

original pools attached to the northern tannery wall are observed. There is the loss of 

concrete on the lower parts of the casing of the entrance door. 

The additional ceiling coverings in the additional mass are deteriorated as a 

result of the humidity. 

 

3.14. Description of Tannery Unit Twelve 
 

Tannery twelve is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first 

dead-end street in the second building lot (lot 20) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are tannery thirteen at the north and tannery ten at the south. Tannery twelve 

is adjacent to its neighbours. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (7.10x10.88x2.85m) with a gable roof is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. There is an additional mass 

(7.30x12.40m) in the eastern part of the building lot. There is not any courtyard space. 

(Figure 3.102) 

The building was used as a tannery between 1938 and 1968. Then, it was used as 

a house by different residents until 2004. The building is vacant today. 
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3.14.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery building has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the 

east-west direction. It faces the street with its narrow western elevation. One directly 

enters through a central door from the street to the ground level, descended only 10cm 

from the street. The total space character of the tannery is destructed by the division of 

the total space into cellular units. The structural characteristics and unqualified 

workmanship of these cellular spaces suggest that they are additional. 

The rectangular total space (7.10x10.88x2.85m) of the tannery is divided into 

seven spaces. (Figure B.60) One directly enters through a central door (1.07x1.95m) 

from the street to the entrance space (G 01). This entrance space has a longitudinally 

rectangular form (1.27x4.00m) extending along an axis in the east-west direction. It 

includes the entrance door connecting the street and the tannery at the west on the 

original tannery wall. There are four additional doors connecting the neighbouring 

spaces (G 02 and G 03) at the north, (G 06) at the east and (G 07) at the south. One of 

the northern spaces (G 02) at the northwestern corner has an L form (2.25x3.00m). It 

includes a window (0.90x1.45m) in the middle at the west on the original tannery wall. 

The window is reduced in height and width, but possesses original joinery pieces. 

(Figure 3.103) In addition, there are counter adjacent to the northern wall and platform 

attached to the southern wall next to the door with its wide side. The other northern 

space (G 03) adjacent to the northern tannery wall in the middle has an L form 

(2.20x1.60m). It includes a platform elevated 10cm from the ground level at the 

northwestern corner and an open latrine space (0.80x0.85m) elevated 20cm from the 

ground level at the southeastern corner. One of the southern spaces (G 07) at the 

southwestern corner has a rectangular plan extending along an axis at the east-west 

direction. It includes a window (0.90x1.45m) in the middle at the west and a niche at the 

south 2.06m from the southwestern corner on the original tannery walls. The other 

southern space (G 06) adjacent to the southern tannery wall in the middle has a squarish 

form (3.60x3.25m). It includes a door connecting the neighbouring space (G 04) at the 

north and a window on the eastern wall. The space (G 04) placed at the northeastern 

corner has a longitudinally rectangular plan extending along an axis at the east-west 

direction. It includes a niche 2.88m from the northeastern corner on the original tannery 

wall. There is a door connecting the neighbouring space (G 05) and a window at the 

south. The space (G 05) placed at the southeastern corner has a rectangular plan 

extending along an axis at the north-south direction. It includes a door and a window at 
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the east on the original tannery wall, but they are filled in. There are the traces of 

concrete steps below the filled door. (Figure 3.104) Most of these cellular spaces have 

unqualified ceiling coverings except the space (G 05) placed at the southeastern corner. 

This cellular space does not have any ceiling covering. Therefore, the original roof 

construction system with wood trusses and the eastern tannery wall whose upper parts 

are collapsed at present are observed clearly. 

The courtyard has a rectangular plan (6.40x12.00m) surrounded with the tannery 

building at the west and the courtyard walls at the north, east and south. The original 

courtyard space of tannery twelve was transformed into an additional mass. The eastern 

side of the additional mass is two-storied. There was an entrance to the courtyard 

provided through the door on the eastern wall of the tannery building. However, it is 

filled at present and there is another entrance to the first floor from the Second Dead-

end Street. This unqualified additional mass is composed of eight spaces at the ground 

floor and three spaces at the first floor. (Figure B.61) 

At the ground floor, the only entrance to the ground floor is provided through a 

window. The space (G 08) at the southwestern corner is entered from the courtyard of 

tannery ten through that window at the south. It has a rectangular plan (3.40x2.64m) 

extending along an axis at the north-south direction. It includes two windows at the 

north and east, and a door connecting the neighbouring space (G 14) at the east. The 

other southern space (G 14) adjacent to the southern courtyard wall in the middle has a 

rectangular form (2.80x3.90m) extending along an axis at the east-west direction. It 

includes two windows and a door connecting the neighbouring space (G 15) at the east. 

The L formed gathering space (G 15) located in the middle of the courtyard is 

descended 60cm from the ground level of G 14 space with three concrete steps. It 

includes two door openings connecting the neighbouring spaces (G 09) at the west and 

(G 10) at the north. The latrine space (G 09) has squarish form (1.05x1.20m). (Figure 

3.105) One of the northern spaces (G 10) located at the northwestern corner has 

rectangular plan extending along an axis at the east-west direction. It includes a window 

on the eastern wall of the tannery building, but it is filled in at present. The other 

northern space (G 11) adjacent to the northern courtyard wall in the middle has a 

longitudinally rectangular form (1.40x2.79m) extending along an axis at the east-west 

direction. The L formed space (G 12) is placed at the northeastern corner of the 

courtyard. It includes a counter adjacent to the eastern courtyard wall at the southeastern 

corner and so many timber posts in order to support the first floor system above it. 

(Figure 3.106) There is a window and a door connecting the neighbouring space (G 13) 
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at the south. It has a rectangular form (3.40x5.52m) extending along an axis at the east-

west direction. It includes low columns out of reinforced concrete attached to the 

southern wall. Most of these cellular spaces have unqualified ceiling coverings except 

the spaces placed at the northeastern corner (G 12) and in the middle (G 15). These two 

cellular spaces do not have any ceiling covering. 

 At the first floor, the entrance space (F 01) at the northeastern corner is entered 

from the Second Dead-end Street through a door at the east. (Figure B.61) It has a 

squarish form (2.45x2.90m). It includes two doors connecting the neighbouring space 

(F 02) at the south and (F 03) at the west. The southern space (F 02) at the southeastern 

corner has a rectangular form (3.50x5.20m) extending along an axis at the east-west 

direction. It includes two windows at the west and north. The space (F 03) at the 

northwestern side has a rectangular form (1.90x2.60m) extending along an axis at the 

east-west direction. It includes a door at the south, a window at the north and a counter 

adjacent to the northern wall. Most of these cellular spaces do not have any floor 

covering and their floor systems out of timber have been severely damaged except the 

space (F 02) placed at the southeastern corner. (Figure 3.107) This cellular space has 

concrete floor covering. 

 

3.14.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery twelve is adjacent to the neighbouring buildings, tannery thirteen 

and tannery ten, at its north and south; western and eastern elevations are deciphered. 

(Figure B.63) 

Entrance elevation of the tannery building is the western elevation. (Figure 

3.108) It is ordered with a rectangular door opening in the middle and two rectangular 

window openings at its two sides. The door opening with a casing (10cm) out of wood 

is narrowed and has lost its original sashes. The wooden frame and sashes of the door 

are renewed. Two window openings are constituted with stone material at the sides. The 

lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top and the bottom. The 

window close to the northwestern corner is reduced in height with brick courses. It is 

also narrowed with a wooden board and has unqualified additional joinery. The window 

close to the southwestern corner preserves its original form and material as its joinery 

and casing are out of wood. Both windows have original iron railing. The plastered  and 
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Figure 3.102. The view through the tannery unit 

twelve 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.103. The traces of the original window joinery 

existing on the western elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
 

  
 

Figure 3.104. The traces of the steps leading to the 

original courtyard and filled courtyard door 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.105. The view through the additional latrine 

adjacent to the eastern tannery wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.106. The view through the northeastern 

corner of the additional mass      

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.107. The view through the cellular spaces at 

the first floor of the additional mass 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.108. The general view of the western 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.109. The general view of the eastern 

elevation of the additional mass 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.110. The junction of the original tannery 

wall and the additional wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.111. The collapsed upper part of the eastern 

tannery wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.112. The wood trusses, rafters and corrugated 

asbestos board of the roof system 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.113. The collapsed first floor system of the 

additional mass 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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whitewashed stone pediment with corrugated asbestos board on it is formed as a result 

of the gable roof system. There are two gable window openings (each 0.30x0.45m) on 

this stone pediment.   

The eastern elevation of tannery building was the courtyard elevation. However, 

the additional mass adjacent to the eastern elevation of tannery twelve covers the whole 

courtyard space and restricts the perception of the eastern elevation at present. The 

traces of filled door and window openings indicate the similarity between the western 

and eastern elevations. The eastern elevation was ordered with a rectangular door 

opening in the middle and two rectangular window openings at its two sides. 

The elevation characteristics of the additional mass are not defined as there is 

not any distinct elevation characteristics observed on the unqualified additional mass. 

(Figure 3.109) 

 

3.14.3. Spatial Alterations 
 

The division of the tannery total space into cellular spaces, the addition of the 

building mass composed of so many cellular spaces placed in the courtyard and the 

destruction of facilities belonging to the tannery phase damaged the original spatial 

character of the tannery lot. These cellular spaces are as follows: Seven additional 

spaces located in the tannery as a result of the division of the total space, and in the 

courtyard, eight spaces at ground floor level and three spaces adjacent to the eastern 

courtyard wall at first floor level. All these cellular spaces are additions belonging to the 

house phase.  

The alterations of elements affect the spatial character negatively by reducing 

the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are five different 

types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of elements, 

renewal of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of the windows is observed on the eastern and 

southern elevations.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the counter attached at the north in the G 

02 space and the latrine at the southeastern corner in the G 03 space is observed in the 

tannery building. In the courtyard, the counter at the southeastern corner in the G 12 

space, the reinforced concrete columns attached to the southern courtyard wall in the G 

13 space and the counter adjacent to the northern wall in the F 03 space are additions as 
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well.   Moreover, the ceiling coverings were added above the cellular spaces in the 

tannery. Finally, the plaster and whitewash were added. 

Conversion of elements: The sizes of a window and a door were converted. The 

window on the western wall close to the northwestern corner was reduced in height and 

width. In addition, the entrance door on the western wall was reduced in width. 

Renewal of elements: The roof system of the tannery with the covering existing 

was renewed. 

Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door 

frames and door sashes were lost. However, there is only one window on the western 

wall close to the southwestern corner with full original joinery. Finally, original 

facilities belonging to the original function were lost in the tannery and the courtyard.  

 

3.14.4. Structural Characteristics  
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 50-60cm in thickness. They are 

built in rubble stone. Cement mortar is used as the binding material. The exterior and 

interior walls of the tannery are plastered and whitewashed. The masonry walls of the 

courtyard are 45-55cm in thickness. They are composed of rubble stone. The interior 

and exterior surfaces of the courtyard walls are plastered and whitewashed. 

The brick masonry walls of additional mass are built in 14-16cm in thickness. 

(Figure 3.110) They are plastered and whitewashed. The additional partition walls of 

subspaces placed in the tannery and additional mass are in 14-16cm in thickness. They 

are also built in brick masonry system. They are plastered and whitewashed. 

The whole ground floor of the tannery and additional mass is covered with 

concrete.  

The roof construction system was designed with three wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.111) The height of each 

truss at their central axis is around 1.35m. Since the ceiling is covered with unqualified 

plywood, the elements of roof system cannot be observed easily. (Figure B.62) The 

material of the roofing is corrugated asbestos board.  

There is not a total roof construction system of the additional mass.  

The lintels of original window and door openings are provided with the timber 

beams. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 7 by 8cm in height. The 

materials of existing window joineries are wood. 
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3.14.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The upper parts of the eastern tannery wall as pediment have collapsed 

partially. (Figure 3.111) The minor cracks on plaster and the loss of plaster on the 

exterior surface of the western tannery wall are observed locally. On the other hand, the 

detachment and the loss of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are 

observed on the lower parts as a result of rising damp. There are the flaking and the loss 

of whitewash on the lower interior surface of the southern tannery wall. The plant 

formation caused by the soil deposits are observed on the upper parts of the eastern and 

southern tannery walls. There is not any problem on the floor system. The eastern side 

of the roof system has been damaged partially by fire. (Figure 3.112) Two of the wood 

trusses close to the eastern side are decayed as well. The additional ceiling coverings are 

deteriorated as a result of humidity and direct interaction with rain. 

The local loss of plaster on the interior surface of the northern courtyard wall 

close to the northeastern corner is observed. On the other hand, the detachment and the 

loss of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local 

parts as a result of rising damp. There is the disintegration of mortar on the lower parts 

of the exterior surface of the eastern courtyard wall. In the additional mass, the floor 

systems of the two spaces (F 01 and F 03) are collapsed. (Figure 3.113) 

 

3.15. Description of Tannery Unit Thirteen 
 

Tannery thirteen is situated at the western part of the tannery area on the first 

dead-end street in the first building lot (lot 21) from the northern end of the street. Its 

neighbours are Sanayi Street at the north and tannery twelve at the south. Tannery 

thirteen and tannery twelve are adjacent to one another. (Figure B.1) 

The one-storied tannery building (8.10x13.95x2.70m) with a gable roof is 

located at the front western part of the building lot. At the back of the tannery mass, 

there is a courtyard (7.00x9.00m) oriented to the east. An additional mass oriented to 

the south and latrines at the northeastern corner are placed in the courtyard at present.  

(Figure 3.114 and 3.115) 

The building was used as a tannery between 1938 and 1968. Then, it had a repair 

work and was used as a disco-bar and then as a storehouse. It is vacant today. 
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3.15.1. Spatial Layout 
 

The tannery lot has a quadrilateral plan, extending along an axis in the east-west 

direction. It is located at the corner of the First Dead-end Street and Sanayi Street. The 

tannery building faces the Sanayi Street with its wide northern elevation. The entrance 

is only provided from that street to the courtyard, and then to the building in the lot 

composition. One directly enters through the courtyard door (Figure 3.116) located 

adjacent to the tannery building from the Sanayi Street, descended 18cm from the street. 

The entrance door of tannery building is placed on the western side of the courtyard. 

One enters through the entrance door of the tannery building, descended 14cm from the 

courtyard.  

The space extends out with rectangular opening series on the western, northern 

and eastern walls. (Figure B.64, B.65 and B.66) At the east, the central door 

(1.35x2.25m) is neighboured by windows (each 1.00x1.140m) at its two sides at the 

ground floor level and a gable window opening (0.25x0.30m) at the pediment level. The 

window openings are filled in at present. At the north, there are four windows (each 

1.00x1.40m) distributed evenly. The one close to the northeastern corner is filled in at 

present. At the west, there are three windows (each 1.00x1.40m) distributed evenly and 

two gable window openings (0.25x0.45m) at the pediment level. They are filled in at 

present. At the south, there is not any opening. All the joineries of the windows are 

renewed. (Figure 3.117) 

This long and high total space (8.10x13.95x2.70m) includes a decorated pool 

attached at the south, a bar counter at the northeastern corner, and sitting platforms 

surrounding all the walls. (Figure 3.118 and 3.119) 

The decorated pool is adjacent to the southern wall and 5.60m from the 

southwestern corner. The L formed marble bar counter is attached to the northern wall 

with its short arm (1.45m), which is 2.06m from the northeastern corner. The sitting 

platforms which are 50cm in height and 35cm in width are run along the walls of the 

tannery. These elements are additional as they are not part of the building program of a 

traditional tannery. 

The courtyard has squarish plan (7.00x8.60m) surrounded with the tannery 

building at the west and three courtyard walls in the other directions. The walls are 

2.70m in height and 0.50m in width. The courtyard space includes latrines placed at the 

northeastern corner and an additional mass located along the southern wall. The latrines 

composed of two cellular spaces (1.10x1.50m, 1.05x1.40m) have a small single- pitched 
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Figure 3.114.  The general view of tannery thirteen 

from Sanayi Street 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.115. The general view through the 

organization of tannery unit thirteen  

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.116.  The detail of the renewed courtyard 

door sashes existing on the northern 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.117. The detail of the renewed window 

joinery existing on the northern 

elevation 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
 

Figure 3.118. The view through the interior 

elevation of the western tannery wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.119. The view through the interior 

elevation of the eastern tannery wall 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure 3.120. The original latrines at the 

northeastern corner in the courtyard 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.121. The additional subspaces under the 

lean-to roof   

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

  
 

Figure 3.122. The traces of the converted door 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 
Figure 3.123.  The wood trusses, rafters and 

coverings of the roof system 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

  
 

Figure 3.124. The beams and rafters of the lean-to 

roof 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 
Figure 3.125.  The crushing of compressed elements 

at the corner 

(Source: Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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roof with traditional tiles on it. (Figure 3.120) There are thin wall pieces with 

unqualified workmanship at the north. They define an open space in front of the 

latrines. The one separates the entrance hall of the courtyard and the latrine hall with a 

door opening in the middle. The other is a T formed partition wall attached to the 

western wall of latrines with its long arm (1.00m), which is 1.07m from the northeastern 

corner. The short arm (60cm) is perpendicular to the long one nearly at its central west. 

The semi-open space under the lean-to roof is transformed into an unqualified mass 

composed of three cellular spaces. (Figure 3.121) The form of it is a single-pitched roof. 

There is a counter (0.80x2.98x0.80m) located along the northern wall of the eastern 

space and there is a platform (0.50x1.90x 0.40m) located along the eastern wall of the 

middle space. One of the spaces located at the southwestern corner has low space height 

(2.90m). Its ceiling is covered with plywood. Since the other two spaces do not have 

any ceiling covering the roof system and elements of the original semi-open space can 

easily be observed. The structural characteristics of the latrines suggest that they are the 

original elements of the building lot. 

 

3.15.2. Elevation Characteristics 
 

Since tannery thirteen is adjacent to the neighbouring building, tannery twelve, 

at its south; western, northern and eastern elevations are deciphered. (Figure B.67) 

Entrance elevation of the tannery lot is the north elevation. Northern elevation of 

the tannery building is ordered with three rectangular window openings distributed 

evenly. The existence of a fourth window opening is not perceived on the exterior 

elevation as it is filled and transformed into a niche. Three window openings constituted 

with stone material at the sides. The lintels out of timber constitute the window 

openings at the top and the bottom. There are the traces of the conversion of the original 

tannery door into a window. The windows have renewed wooden joineries and shutters. 

The eave course out of stone and the roof covered with over and under tiles above it 

crown the plastered and whitewashed stone elevation. The northern elevation of 

building lot is organised with not only the tannery elevation, but also courtyard wall. 

The only entrance door to the building lot is located adjacent to tannery thirteen on this 

courtyard wall. The wooden frame and sashes of courtyard door are renewed. The 

courtyard wall is exposed with some patches of plaster and whitewash on it.  

The western elevation of tannery building is ordered with three rectangular 

window openings. These window openings are constituted with stone material at the 
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sides. The lintels out of timber constitute the window openings at the top and the 

bottom. The windows have renewed wooden joineries and shutters. The eave course out 

of stone with over and under tiles above it is organised on stone pediment formed as a 

result of the gable roof system. There are two gable window openings on this stone 

pediment.  

The eastern elevation of tannery building is the courtyard elevation. It is ordered 

with a rectangular door opening in the middle. The wooden frame and sashes of the 

door are renewed. The existence of two window openings on its both sides is not 

perceived on the exterior elevation as they are filled in and the elevation is plastered and 

whitewashed. In addition, the semi-open space, which was transformed into an 

unqualified subspace, at the southeastern corner adjacent to the tannery restricts the 

perception of the eastern elevation. The eave course out of stone with over and under 

tiles above it is organised on stone pediment formed as a result of the gable roof system. 

There are two gable window openings on this stone pediment. However, one of them is 

observed on the exterior elevation.  

 

  3.15.3. Spatial Alterations  
 

The addition of the building mass composed of three cellular spaces and the 

subspace in front of the latrines, and the destruction of facilities belonging to the 

tannery phase damaged the original spatial character of the tannery lot. All these 

additions belong to the disco-bar phase.  

The alterations of the elements affect the spatial character negatively by 

reducing the space quality and comfort. Considering the altered elements, there are five 

different types of alteration: Filling of elements, addition of elements, conversion of 

elements, renewal of elements and loss of elements.  

Filling of elements: The filling of windows is observed on the northern and 

eastern elevations. Additionally, one of the gable windows at the eastern wall close to 

the northeastern corner placed is also filled in. The deeper pools were filled in the 

tannery.  

Addition of elements: The addition of the L formed bar counter attached at the 

north, the decorated pool attached at the south and sitting platforms surrounding all the 

walls is observed in the tannery building. The other counter in the eastern subspace of 

the additional mass in the courtyard is an addition as well. On the other hand, the rafters 
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were added through the two wood trusses at the east in order to support the roof 

construction system. Finally, plaster and whitewash were added.  

Conversion of elements: The original tannery door on the northern elevation is 

converted into a window. (Figure 3.122) The floor covering of the tannery and the 

courtyard is converted into mosaic tiles in the tannery and the courtyard.  

Renewal of elements: The whole original joineries of the tannery were renewed 

in unqualified workmanship. 

Loss of elements: The traditional window joineries, window shutters, door 

frames and door sashes and decorated iron railings of the doors were lost. Finally, 

original facilities belonging to the original function were lost.  

 

3.15.4. Structural Characteristics 
 

The masonry walls of the tannery building are 50-55cm in thickness. They are 

built in rubble stone supported with timber tie-beams. Cement mortar is used as the 

binding material. The exterior and interior walls of the tannery are plastered and 

whitewashed but the western elevation of the tannery is exposed. The masonry walls of 

the courtyard are 45-55cm in thickness. They are composed of rubble stone supported 

with timber tie-beams. The exterior surfaces of the courtyard walls are exposed but 

interior surfaces are plastered and whitewashed.  

The original walls of the latrines are in 27cm in thickness. They were built in 

brick masonry system. The additional partition walls of subspaces placed adjacent to the 

southern wall of the courtyard and the additional wall pieces located in front of the 

latrines in the courtyard are in 14-16cm in thickness. They were built in brick or cement 

block masonry system. The interior and exterior surfaces of the additional spaces and 

wall pieces are plastered and whitewashed. 

Although the whole ground floor is covered with mosaic tiles, the thresholds at 

the entrance doors of the tannery and the courtyard are of concrete.  

The roof construction system was designed with five wood trusses settled 

transversely in order to support the gable roof system. (Figure 3.123) The height of each 

truss at their central axis is around 1.80m. Since there is no ceiling cover, the elements 

of roof system can easily be observed. (Figure B.65) The material of the roofing is 

traditional tiles.  

The roof of latrines is a small single-pitched roof with traditional tiles on it. 

There is not any ceiling covering on the latrines. The original lean-to roof constitutes 
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the roof of the subspaces placed adjacent to the southern courtyard wall. The 

construction system of it was designed with two timber beams (9x23cm) settled 

longitudinally. (Figure 3.124) The whole roof was covered with traditional tiles, but half 

of these tiles close to the eastern courtyard wall were replaced with marseilles tiles. 

There is not any ceiling covering on the subspaces except the space at the southwestern 

corner of the courtyard. It has an unqualified plywood ceiling covering. 

The lintels of window and door openings are provided with timber beams to 

span the openings. The cross sectional dimensions of the timber beams are 7 by 8cm in 

height. There are neither original door frames and sashes nor original window joineries 

of window openings. The existing door and window joineries out of wood are renewed. 

 

3.15.5. Structural Damage and Material Deterioration 
 

The structural damages and the material deterioration observed in the tannery are 

identified below. The loss of plaster on the lower parts of the northern and western 

tannery walls especially on the exterior surfaces is observed locally. On the other hand, 

the detachment and the loss of stone, and the disintegration and the loss of mortar are 

observed on these local parts as a result of rising damp. There is a major vertical crack 

along the height of the northern elevation close to the northwestern corner as a sign of 

the structural damage. (Figure 3.125) Some other minor vertical cracks on the plaster 

and the plant formations caused by the soil deposits are observed on the northern 

elevation as well. There is not any problem on the floor system. The permanent 

deformation of the wood trusses is the major problem of the roof system. Therefore, the 

timber beams were added on the eastern side of the roof system before 1984 in order to 

prevent the deformation. 

The deflection of the timber beams and rafters is the only problem observed on 

the lean-to roof system. 

The decay in timber tie-beams on the exterior surface of the northern courtyard 

wall due to humidity and direct day light are observed. The loss of plaster on the lower 

parts of the northern courtyard wall especially on the exterior surface is observed locally 

just like the northern tannery wall. The detachment and the loss of stone, and the 

disintegration and the loss of mortar are observed on these local parts related to rising 

damp as well. 
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3.16. Evaluation of Tannery Site and Units 
 

The urban elements observed at the site are tannery buildings and courtyards, as 

indispensable elements of the tannery unit, and annexes, semi-open spaces, latrines and 

also additional masses. (Figure B.68) 

One-storied tanneries are placed on the western zone, whereas two-storied 

tanneries are placed on the eastern zone. (Figure B.69) All the tannery units were 

designed in adjacent order at the site.  

The types of roof systems existing are generally gable roofs, but one of tanneries 

has a hipped roof. (Figure B.70) 

Most of the tannery buildings have quadrilateral plan, whereas one of them has 

squarish plan. Most of the tanneries existing have lost their total space character 

completely; however, some of the tanneries existing preserve the total space character 

and in some of the tanneries the total space character can be still perceived at present. 

Elevations of two-storied tanneries are designed in simplicity with no 

ornamentation. The rubble stone and brick construction of the walls are generally 

exposed without any plastering. Material qualities of each building element are legible 

with their natural textures and colours. As a result, a harmonious combination of 

cutstone, rubblestone, brick, timber and concrete can be followed in the elevation 

organizations. The elevations of one-storied tanneries have been covered with additional 

plaster or whitewash totally or partially. The elevation elements of the tanneries may be 

gable roof system, eave course, gable windows, relieving arch, rectangular formed 

openings or openings with segmental arc, corner stones, balcony, reinforced concrete 

course and reinforced concrete door casing. (Figure B.71) 

The spatial character and architectural elements of the old tanneries have been 

altered especially after the abandonment of tannery site and installation of different 

uses.  

The most severe spatial alterations observed at the site are  

• addition of a building mass into the courtyard,  

• division of the tannery lot into cellular units,  

• destruction of the authentic circulation scheme in the tannery unit,  

• addition of subspaces into the tannery units  

• destruction of the authentic equipment belonging to the tannery phase. 

The structural systems used in the construction of the tannery buildings are 

masonry wall system out of stone or brick and gable roof system constituted with wood 
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trusses. The first floor systems of the two-storied tanneries are constituted with I-beams 

and timber beams. (Figure B.72) 

The most severe structural damages observed at the site are collapses, major 

cracks on the walls and permanent deformations. At the site, one of the tanneries has 

collapsed totally. On the other hand, two tanneries and two annexes have partial 

collapses.  

The original open-clesed space organizations of some tannery have been altered 

and new solids and voids have been observed at the site. (Figure B.73) 
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CHAPTER 4 
 

RESTITUTION 
 

The restitution of old tannery ensemble concerns two different scales as site 

scale and single building scale. First, the restitution of the old tannery site; then, 

restitution of individual tannery units is deciphered. 

 

4.1. Restitution of Old Tannery Site 
 

The restitution drawings of old tannery site include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.74) 

The tannery site had been constructed in three following ranks. The eastern part 

of the tannery site, where two-storied tanneries are located, had been constructed in the 

first rank between the years of 1930-1937. The western part of the tannery site, where 

generally one-storied tanneries are located except tannery eleven, had been constructed 

in the second rank between the years of 1938-1942. These two parts stated as western 

and eastern exist at present. The northern part of the tannery site, where generally one-

storied tanneries were located, had been constructed in the third rank between the years 

of 1942-1946. It was located on lots numbered 17, 18, 19 of block 135 in Türkmen 

District. However, the northern part of the tannery site was totally demolished. (Figure 

4.1) There is a seven-storied hotel block here at present.  

The northern part of the tannery site with three tanneries is added in the phase of 

1940s on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and description reports. 

The additional mass and two lean-to roofs on the northern side are added only in the 

phase of 1960s.  

In the phase of 1940s, the damaged tannery two is completed and the 

demolished tannery eight is added. All the lean-to roofs and additional masses placed in 

the tannery site are removed. It has been stated that all the lean-to roofs had been added 

into the tannery lots in 1960s. Moreover, the additional masses of tannery four and 

tannery twelve have been documented as the additions related to the late period (1960s) 

of the tannery function in 1984 description reports. However, the damaged annexes, 

which are square in plan, of tannery one and tannery five are completed in the phase of 
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Figure 4.1. Site plan drawing recorded in 1984 

(Source: Archive of �zmir Conservation Council of Cultural and Natural Properties 1984 ) 

 

1940s. Finally, the latrines are added on the basis of the interviews with the old leather 

masters of the studied tanneries. It is stated that there should be a latrine space placed in 

the courtyard in each tannery lot.    

In the phase of 1960s, there are additional urban elements related to the late 

period (1960s) of the tannery function. For the phase of 1960s, the following points are 

considered. The existing lean-to roofs of tannery nine and tannery thirteen; and the 

additional mass, related to the late period (1960s) of the tannery function, of tannery 

four are sustained. However, the lean-to roofs of tannery nine and tannery thirteen are 

sustained as they are the semi-open spaces with the total space character. Therefore, the 

additional subspaces and the partition walls under these lean-to roofs are removed. 

Moreover, the missing lean-to roofs of tannery five and tannery six and the additional 

mass with the total space character of tannery twelve are added. Finally, the annex, 

which is rectangle in plan, of tannery five is sustained.  

While there were sixteen tannery buildings, two annex buildings and fourteen latrines in 

the phase of 1940s, three additional masses and six lean-to roofs have been added into 

the tannery site in the phase of 1960s. 
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4.2. Restitution of Tannery Unit One 

 

As the inventory sheet of tannery one has been missing at the archives, the 

limited sources related to the documentation in 1984 are the measured drawings and the 

inventory sheet of the annex.  

The additional L formed wall piece constituting a subspace at the first floor is 

removed as it is a later addition after the abandonment of the original tannery function. 

The other additional building elements contradicting the original space character are 

removed. (Figure B.75 and 76) These unqualified additional elements determined to be 

removed are; the concrete block in the tannery, and the iron balustrade and angle braces 

of the balcony on the western elevation (See section 3.3.1. spatial layout and 3.3.2. 

elevation characteristics). These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of 

the total space character recorded in the 1984 measured drawings. The unqualified wall 

piece and the concrete block mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as 

they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings. The renewed elements of the 

balcony mentioned above should have been added before 1984 since they are 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs.  

The L formed stairs leading to the first floor are added attached to the 

southeastern corner on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with 

traces and the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions, materials and details of 

the stairs have been defined in the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the stair balustrade are determined on the basis of the 

comparative study results made within the site. The subspace observed at the 

northeastern corner on the first floor (See section 3.3.1. spatial layout), when considered 

together with the 1984 measured drawings and the comparative study results made 

within the site, indicate that there has been an undressing space here. Therefore, the 

discussed subspace is sustained as the undressing space in the restitution. The balcony 

on the western elevation of the tannery is added on the basis of the information coming 

from the building itself with traces (See section 3.3.2. elevation characteristics) and 

1984 measured drawings.  The form, dimensions, materials and details of the balcony 

are determined based on the comparative study results made within the site. Here, the 

only original balcony of tannery eleven documented in 1984 is used for comparison. In 

turn, the details such as balustrade, posts and lean-to roof are determined. The missing 

sashes of the balcony door are added according to the comparative study results. Here, 

the old photographs of tannery eleven are used for the comparison. The lattice work on 
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the floor opening is added on the basis of the comparative study results within the site. 

Here, the lattice work of tannery eleven is used for comparison. For the annex, the 

following points are considered. The walls damaged at present at the first floor level 

with their openings are completed, and the floor and the roof systems are added on the 

basis of the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The location and the form of the 

L formed stairs attached to the southern wall in the annex is determined on the basis of 

the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and description report. The forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the stairs and the balustrade are documented in 

1984. The fireplace on the northern wall is added based on the 1984 measured 

drawings, photographs and description report. Its form, dimensions, material and details 

are documented in 1984. 

The removal of the in-fills in the openings of the tannery is made based on the 

information coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured 

drawings, photographs and description reports. The filled window openings on the 

eastern and southern elevations are all converted into their original situation and drawn 

with their original forms and the dimensions. The forms, dimensions, materials and 

details of the original window joineries and casings at the first floor are determined on 

the basis of the information coming from the building itself with the traces, the  1984 

measured drawings and photographs. The window joineries, casings, shutters and 

railings at the ground floor are determined based on the information coming from the 

building itself with the traces and the 1984 measured drawings. Moreover, the frames 

and sashes of the entrance door are added on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings. 

The missing frames and sashes of the courtyard door are added according to the 

comparative study results made with the entrance door. The top window above the 

entrance door is sustained as it has been also documented in the 1984 measured 

drawings. The courtyard door crowned with a top window has been documented in the 

1984 measured drawings. For the annex, the forms, dimensions, materials and details of 

the window joineries and casings have been defined with the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs and description report. Moreover, the frames and sashes of the entrance 

door are added according to the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and description 

report.   

The pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of 

the information coming from the building itself with the traces. The forms, dimensions 

and materials of these pools are determined according to the comparative study results 

made within the site. The pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery are added on 
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the basis of the comparative study results made within the site. The forms, dimensions 

and materials of these pools are determined according to the comparative study results 

made within the site as well. The pools attached to the eastern tannery wall in the 

courtyard are added on the basis of the comparative study results made within the site. 

The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to the 

comparative study results made within the site as well. The counter at the first floor is 

added based on the 1984 measured drawings. Its location, form, dimensions and 

materials have been documented in 1984. The well in the tannery is added on the basis 

of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. It has been stated 

that there should have been a well in the two-storied tanneries. Therefore, the location 

of the well is determined under the concrete block in the tannery (See section 3.3.1. 

spatial layout). The location, form, dimensions and materials of the well is determined 

according to the comparative study results made within the site. The water channels are 

added on the basis of the comparative study results made within the site. The locations, 

forms, dimensions and materials of these water channels are determined according to 

the comparative study results made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the subspaces and the 

unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have very high reliability. 

The determination decisions of the location of the stairs in the tannery have very high 

reliability. The sustainment decision of the undressing space has very high reliability. 

The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings on the tannery elevations have very high 

reliability. The addition decision of the balcony has very high reliability. The 

completeness decisions of demolished walls at the first floor and the addition decisions 

of the floor and roof systems of the annex have very high reliability. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the stairs and its balustrade 

in the annex have very high reliability. The addition decision of the fireplace has very 

high reliability. The determination decisions of the form, dimensions, material and 

details of the fireplace in the annex have very high reliability. The sustainment decision 

of the top window above the entrance door has very high reliability. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, 

casings, shutters and railings on the annex elevations have very high reliability. The 
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determination decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance door on the western 

elevation of the annex have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the stairs in the tannery have high reliability. The determination 

decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance door have high reliability. The 

determination decision of the existence of the top window above the courtyard door has 

high reliability. The addition decisions of the pools attached to the northern wall in the 

tannery have high reliability. The addition decision of the counter at the first floor in the 

tannery has high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and 

materials of the counter have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the stair balustrade have reliability at moderate 

level. The determination decisions of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the 

balcony elements have reliability at moderate level. The determination decision of the 

form, dimensions, materials and details of the balcony door sashes have reliability at 

moderate level. The addition decision of the lattice work onto the floor opening has 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decision of its form, dimensions, 

material and details has reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

frames and sashes of the courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the pools 

attached to the northern wall in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The 

addition decisions of the pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery have 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of these pools in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The 

addition decisions of the pools in the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of these pools in 

the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

form, dimensions, material and details of the well in the tannery have reliability at 

moderate level. The addition decisions of the water channels in the tannery and the 

courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of their forms, 

dimensions and materials have reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability. The determination decision of the existence of the well in the tannery 

has low reliability. 
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4.3. Restitution of Tannery Unit Two 
 

As the inventory sheet of tannery two has been missing at the archives, the 

limited sources related to the documentation in 1984 are the measured drawings and two 

exterior photographs in the inventory sheet of the annex of tannery one.  

The additional partition walls constituting the subspaces in the tannery and the 

courtyard contradicting the original space character of the tannery lot are removed. 

These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character 

recorded in the 1984 measured drawings. The unqualified subspaces in the tannery and 

the courtyard existing at present mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as 

they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings. (Figure B.77) 

The western and southern walls of the tannery, the floor system of the half story 

placed at the western and southern parts of the total space and the roof system have 

been documented in the 1984 measured drawings. The walls are completed and the 

floor and roof systems are added on the basis of the information coming from the 

building itself with traces and the 1984 measured drawings, respectively. The straight 

run stairs leading to the half story are added as they have been documented as being 

attached to the northern wall in the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the stairs have been defined in 1984. The forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the stair balustrade are determined on the basis of the 

comparative study results made within the site. The latrine is added on the basis of the 

interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. It is stated that there 

should be a latrine space placed in the courtyard in each tannery lot.    

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces and the 1984 measured drawings. The 

filled window openings on the southern and eastern elevations are all converted into 

their original situation and drawn with their original forms and the dimensions. The 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window joineries and railings at 

the first floor are determined on the basis of the 1984 photographs. The window 

joineries, shutters and railings at the ground floor are determined based on the 

information coming from the building itself with the traces and the 1984 photographs. 

Moreover, the frames and sashes of the entrance and the courtyard doors are added 

according to the comparative study results made within the site. Here, the frames and 

sashes of the entrance door of tannery one are used for comparison. The entrance and 

the courtyard doors crowned with top windows have been documented in the 1984 
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measured drawings. The joineries and railings of these windows have been documented 

as well. 

There are not any traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery 

function in the tannery and the courtyard at present. Therefore, the pools attached to the 

eastern and southern walls in the tannery are added on the basis of the 1984 measured 

drawings. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have been documented in 

1984. The pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery are added according to the 

comparative study results within the site. The forms, dimensions and materials of these 

pools are determined according to the comparative study results within the site as well. 

The pools attached to the eastern tannery wall, and northern and southern courtyard 

walls are added on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions and 

materials of these pools have been documented in 1984. The counter at the half story is 

added based on the 1984 measured drawings. Its location, form, dimensions and 

materials have been documented in 1984. The well in the tannery is added based on the 

1984 measured drawings. The location, form, dimensions and materials of the well have 

been documented in 1984. The water channels in the tannery and the courtyard are 

added based on the 1984 measured drawings. Their location, form, dimensions and 

materials have been documented in 1984. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the subspaces belonging to the 

later phases have very high reliability. 

The completeness decisions of demolished western and southern walls and the 

addition decisions of the floor and roof systems of the tannery have very high reliability. 

The removal decisions of the in-fills in the tannery openings have very high reliability. 

The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the 

window joineries, shutters and railings at the ground floor have very high reliability.  

High reliability: The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the stairs have high reliability. The determination decisions of 

the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries and railings at the 

first floor have high reliability. The determination decisions of the existence of the top 

windows above the entrance and courtyard doors have high reliability. The addition 

decisions of the pools attached to the eastern and southern walls in the tannery have 

high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and 

details of these pools in the tannery have high reliability. The addition decisions of the 
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pools in the courtyard have high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of these pools in the courtyard have high reliability. 

The addition decisions of the counter at the half-story in the tannery have high 

reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the 

counter have high reliability. The addition decisions of the well in the tannery have high 

reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the 

well have high reliability. The addition decisions of the water channels in the tannery 

and the courtyard have high reliability. The determination decisions of their forms, 

dimensions and materials have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the stair balustrade have reliability at moderate 

level. The determination decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance and the 

courtyard doors have reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability.  

 

4.4. Restitution of Tannery Unit Three 
 

The additional subspaces and the additional T formed partition wall are removed 

as they are the later additions after the abandonment of the original tannery function. 

These additional subspaces are three additional spaces located at the northwestern 

corner of the tannery and two additional spaces located at the southwestern corner of the 

courtyard at the ground floor, two additional spaces located at the northwestern corner 

and another additional space attached to the southern wall at the first floor. The other 

additional building elements contradicting original space character are removed. (Figure 

B.78) These unqualified additional elements determined to be removed are: the platform 

covered with tiles and located at the southwestern corner of the middle subspace at the 

ground floor, and the counter attached to the northern wall and the chipboard plates 

covering the upper surface of the central floor opening at the first floor are removed. 

(See section 3.5.1. spatial layout). These removals provide the spatial unity within the 

frame of the total space character recorded in old measured drawings and photographs 

dated 1984. These unqualified subspaces, the partition walls and the building elements 

mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as they are not observed in the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. 
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The subspace observed at the southwestern corner on the first floor (See section 

3.5.1. spatial layout); when considered together with the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs, and the comparative study results made within the site; indicate that there 

has been an undressing space here. Therefore, the discussed subspace is sustained as the 

undressing space in the restitution. The balcony on the western elevation of the tannery 

is added on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with traces (See 

section 3.5.2. elevation characteristics).  Since the balcony is missing on the documents, 

the comparison is made with the only original balcony of tannery eleven documented 

1984. In turn, the details such as balustrade, posts and lean-to roof are determined. The 

missing sashes of the balcony door are added according to the comparative study 

results. Here, the old photographs of tannery eleven are used for the comparison. The 

stair balustrade and the joinery and railings on the top window of the entrance door are 

added on the basis of the 1984 photographs. Their form, dimensions, material and 

details have been photographed in 1984. The lattice work on the floor opening is added 

on the basis of the comparative study results within the site. Here, the lattice work of 

tannery eleven is used for comparison. The demolished northeastern corner of the 

courtyard is completed on the basis of the information coming from the building itself 

with traces. The eastern edge of the northern wall has been documented as demolished 

with a rough finishing on the 1984 measured drawings just like the present situation. 

There has been a filled door opening … in width documented on the 1984 measured 

drawings close to the discussed corner on the eastern courtyard wall. However, there is 

not any other example of a courtyard door opening on the eastern wall at the site. The 

1984 measured drawings, when considered together with the comparative study results 

made within the site, indicate that there has not been an opening here. The latrine space 

at the northeastern corner of the courtyard is added on the basis of the interviews with 

the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Its form, dimensions and materials are 

determined according to the comparative study results made within the site. 

 The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The filled and diminished window openings on the western, eastern and 

southern elevations except the one close to the southwestern corner at the southern wall 

and the diminished door opening on the western elevation are all converted into their 

original situation and drawn with their original forms and the dimensions. The filled 

window opening mentioned above is sustained as a niche since there is the northern 

wall of tannery four behind this opening. The forms, dimensions, materials and details 
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of the original window joineries, casings, shutters and railings have been defined with 

the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the description report. However, the 

window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old photographs are not available 

on the eastern elevation are added on the basis of the comparison made with the 

windows photographed in 1984 on the western elevation. Moreover, the frames and 

sashes of the entrance and courtyard door are added based on the comparative study 

results within the site. Here, the frames and sashes of tannery five are used for 

comparison. The entrance door has been documented with a top window above in the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. The joinery and railings of this window have 

been documented as well.  

The traces of the pools observed at the southern wall (See section 3.5.1. spatial 

layout), when considered together with the traces of the pools documented in the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs, indicate that deep pools have been present here. 

The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined based on the 

comparative study results within the site. Here, the pools of tannery eleven are used for 

comparison. There are not any other traces of the original facilities belonging to the 

tannery function in the tannery and the courtyard. Therefore, the pools attached to the 

northern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of the traces documented in the 1984 

photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined based 

on the comparative study results within the site. Here, the pools of tannery eleven are 

used for comparison. The pools at the northwestern corner attached to the eastern 

tannery wall and northern courtyard wall in the courtyard are added according to the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of 

these pools have been documented in 1984. On the other hand, the other pools, attached 

to the eastern and southern courtyard walls, in the courtyard are added based on the 

1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have been 

documented in 1984.  The counter at the first floor is added on the basis of the 1984 

measured drawings. Its location, form, dimensions and materials have been documented 

in the 1984 measured drawings as well. The materials of the supporting walls and the 

panel of the counter have been documented in the 1984 measured drawings as brick 

masonry with cement plastering and marble, respectively. The platform located at the 

southwestern corner of the middle subspace observed in the tannery (See section 3.5.1. 

spatial layout), when considered together with the documents recorded in 1984 and the 

comparative study results made within the site, indicate that there has been a well here. 

On the other hand, the form, dimensions and the material of this well have been 
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documented in 1984 measured drawings. The water channels in the tannery and 

courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the site. Their forms, 

dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study results 

made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the subspaces and the 

unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have very high reliability. 

The sustainment decision of the undressing space has very high reliability. The 

removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old photographs are available have very 

high reliability. The determination decision of the existence of the top window above 

the entrance door has very high reliability. Moreover, the addition decisions of the 

joinery and railings of the window and the determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions and materials of these joinery and railings have very high reliability. The 

addition decision of the pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery has very high 

reliability. The addition decision of the pools at the northwestern corner in the courtyard 

has very high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and 

materials of these pools in the courtyard have very high reliability. The addition 

decision of the well in the tannery has very high reliability. The determination decisions 

of the form, dimensions and materials of the well have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decisions of the balcony have high reliability. 

The determination decisions of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the stair 

balustrade and the joinery and railings on the top window of the entrance door have 

high reliability. The completeness decisions of the northern and eastern courtyard walls 

have high reliability. The addition decision of the pools attached to the northern wall in 

the tannery has high reliability. The addition decision of the pools attached to the 

eastern and southern courtyard walls in the courtyard has high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have high 

reliability. The addition decisions of the counter in the tannery have high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the counter have high 

reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the form, 

dimensions, materials and details of the balcony elements have reliability at moderate 
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level. The determination decision of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the 

balcony door sashes have reliability at moderate level. The determination decision of 

the form, dimensions, materials and details of the stair balustrade has reliability at 

moderate level. The determination decision of the form, dimensions, materials and 

details of the lattice work on the floor opening has reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window 

joineries, casings and shutters whose old photographs are not available have reliability 

at moderate level. The determination decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance 

and courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

forms, dimensions and materials of the pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery 

has reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of the water channels have 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the form, dimensions and 

materials of the latrine space have reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The addition decision of the latrine space has low reliability. 

 

4.5. Restitution of Tannery Unit Four 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery four include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.79) 

The additional mass composed of a total space is stated as an addition related to 

the late period of the tannery function. Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s 

without additional mass and 1960s phase with additional mass) are suggested. The 

additional mass is removed only in the phase of 1940s. The additional partition walls 

constituting the subspaces in the courtyard and the other additional building elements in 

the tannery and the courtyard contradicting original space character of the tannery lot 

are removed. These unqualified additional elements determined to be removed are: the 

reinforced concrete low columns, the platforms at the northeastern and northwestern 

corners in the additional mass, and in the courtyard, the elevated ground level of the 

space at the northwestern corner and the platform. (See section 3.6.1. spatial layout) 

These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character 

recorded in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The unqualified spaces in the 

courtyard existing at present and the building elements mentioned above should have 

been added after 1984 as they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs.  
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The northern wall of the tannery, the floor system of the half story placed at the 

western part of the total space and the roof system have been documented in the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs, and described in the 1984 description report. They 

are added in the restitution drawings, respectively. The straight run stairs leading to the 

half story are added as they have been documented as being attached to the northern 

wall in the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions and materials and the 

details of the stairs and the balustrade have been defined with the 1984 measured 

drawings. The latrine is added on the basis of the interviews with the old leather masters 

of the studied tanneries. It is stated that there should be a latrine space placed in the 

courtyard in each tannery lot.    

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The filled window openings on the western and eastern elevations and the 

diminished window opening on the eastern elevation are all converted into their original 

situation and drawn with their original forms and the dimensions. The forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the original window joineries, casings, shutters and 

railings have been defined with the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the 

description report. However, the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose 

old photographs are not available on the eastern elevation are drawn on the basis of the 

comparison made with the windows photographed in 1984 on the western elevation. 

Moreover, the frames and the sashes of the entrance door are added according to the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. The missing sashes of the courtyard door 

crowned with a top window whose old photograph is available on the eastern tannery 

elevation are added as a result of the comparison made with the entrance door. For the 

additional mass, the in-fills in the openings are removed based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The filled and diminished window openings and the altered order of the 

openings on the eastern elevation are all converted into their original situation and 

drawn with their original forms and the dimensions. The forms, dimensions and 

materials of the details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings have been 

defined with the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. Moreover, the frames and 

sashes of the courtyard door are added according to the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs.   

The pools attached to the northern, eastern and southern walls in the tannery are 

added on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with the traces. 
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The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to the 

comparative study results within the site. There are not any traces of the original 

facilities belonging to the tannery function in the additional mass and courtyard at 

present. Therefore, the pools attached to the northern courtyard wall in the courtyard 

existing are added based on the traces documented in the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. On the other hand, the pools attached to the northern, western and 

southern walls in the additional mass are added on the basis of the comparative study 

results within the site. Their forms, dimensions and the materials are determined 

according to the comparison as well. Here, the pools of tannery eleven and tannery six 

are used for the comparison. The materials of the side walls and the edges of the pools 

have been documented in the 1984 measured drawings as brick masonry with cement 

plastering and concrete, respectively. The location of the counter attached to the western 

wall at the half story in the tannery is determined according to the comparative study 

results within the site. Its dimensions, forms and materials are also determined on the 

basis of the comparison. The materials of the supporting walls and the panel of the 

counter have been documented in the 1984 measured drawings as brick masonry with 

cement plastering and marble, respectively. The water channels in the tannery and 

additional mass are sustained according to the traces. The water channels in the 

courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the building itself.  

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the subspaces and the 

unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have very high reliability. 

The completeness decisions of demolished northern wall, the floor and roof 

systems of the tannery have very high reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in 

the tannery openings have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and 

railings whose old photographs are available have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the frames, 

casings and sashes of the entrance door have very high reliability. The removal 

decisions of the in-fills in the openings of the additional mass have very high reliability. 

The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of these 

window joineries, casings, shutters and railings have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the frames, 

casings and sashes of the courtyard door on the eastern elevation of the additional mass 
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have very high reliability. The addition decisions of the pools in the courtyard have very 

high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decision of the stairs has high reliability. The 

determination decisions of form, dimension, material and details of the stairs and its 

balustrade have high reliability. The addition decisions of the pools in the tannery have 

high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings and shutters whose 

old photographs are not available have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decision of the sashes of the courtyard door on the eastern tannery elevation has 

reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of the pools in the additional mass 

have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions 

and materials of the pools have reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of 

the counter in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability at 

moderate level. The addition decision of the water channels in the courtyard has 

reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability.  

 

4.6. Restitution of Tannery Unit Five 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery five include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.80 and 81) 

The Z formed additional partition wall and the low wall piece parallel to the 

eastern wall in the tannery, and the zig zag formed additional partition wall in the 

courtyard are removed as they are the later additions after the abandonment of the 

original tannery function. However, the L formed wall attached to the northern wall at 

the northeastern corner is sustained because it has been documented in the 1984 

measured drawings as the latrine of the tannery lot. The other additional building 

elements contradicting original space character are removed. These unqualified 

additional elements determined to be removed are: elevated ground level of the 

subspace and the tile ground floor coverings. (See section 3.7.1. spatial layout) These 

removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character recorded 

in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. These unqualified partition walls and 
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the building elements mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as they are 

not observed in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs.  

The first floor system was documented in the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs, and described in the 1984 description report. The traces of this system are 

observed at present (See section 3.7.1. spatial layout). Therefore, it is completed in the 

restitution drawings. However, the traces of the opening in the middle of this floor 

cannot be perceived at present. It has been added on the basis of the 1984 drawings and 

photographs. The location of the straight run stairs attached to the northern wall in the 

tannery is determined on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and 

description report. Its form, dimensions and material are decided according to the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. The traces observed at the southeastern corner on 

the first floor (lack of plastering and whitewash, See section 3.7.1. spatial layout), when 

considered together with the 1984 measured drawings and the comparative study results 

made within the site, indicate that there has been an undressing space here. On the other 

hand, the location, form, dimensions and the structural material of this unit have been 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings. The balcony on the western elevation of 

the tannery is added on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with 

traces (See section 3.7.1. spatial layout).  Since the balcony is missing on the documents 

comparison is made with the only original balcony of tannery eleven documented 1984. 

In turn, the details such as balustrade, posts and lean-to roof are determined. The 

missing sashes of the balcony door are added according to the comparative study 

results. Here, the old photographs of tannery eleven are used for the comparison. For the 

traces related to another balcony on the eastern elevation, the following points are 

considered. These traces (See section 3.7.2. elevation characteristics) suggest that the 

tannery did not have a door opening and a balcony on the eastern elevation originally. 

However, the conversion of the window into a door and the addition of the balcony at 

the late periods of the tannery function are documented in the 1984 photographs and 

description reports. Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s phase without a balcony 

on the eastern elevation and 1960s phase with a balcony on the eastern elevation) are 

suggested. As a result, the comparison is made with the only original balcony of tannery 

eleven documented 1984 since the balcony is missing on the documents. In turn, the 

details such as balustrade, posts and lean-to roof are determined. The missing sashes of 

the balcony door are added according to the comparative study results. Here, the old 

photographs of tannery eleven are used for the comparison. For the annex, the following 

points are considered. The traces observed at the site (See section 3.7.1. spatial layout) 
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suggest that the building was square in plan originally. However, the present rectangular 

plan was documented in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. Based on the 

aesthetic quality of the workmanship, it is decided that the rectangular form of the 

annex is an alteration related to the late period of the tannery function. Therefore, two 

phases of restitution (1940s phase of squarish plan and 1960s phase of rectangular plan) 

are suggested. As a result, the walls damaged at present at the first floor level with their 

openings are completed, and the floor and the roof systems are added. The location and 

the form of the L formed stairs attached to the eastern wall in the annex is determined 

on the basis of its traces documented in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and 

description report. The dimensions, materials and details of the stairs and the balustrade 

are decided on the basis of the comparative study results within the site. Here, the 

original architectural details of the stairs in tannery three and tannery eleven are used 

for the comparison.  It has been stated that the lean-to roofs were added into tannery lots 

in 1960s. Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s phase without lean-to roof and 

1960s phase with lean-to roof) are suggested. The lean-to roof attached to the southern 

courtyard wall between the tannery and the annex is added only in the phase of 1960s. 

The location of the lean-to roof is determined according to the information coming from 

the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and 

description report. Its form, dimensions and materials are drawn on the basis of the 

1984 measured drawings, photographs. 

The removal of the in-fills in the openings of the tannery is made based on the 

information coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured 

drawings, photographs and description reports. The filled window openings on the 

southern elevation and the diminished door opening on the eastern elevation, and the 

diminished window openings on the eastern, northern and southern elevations are all 

converted into their original situation and drawn with their original forms and the 

dimensions. The forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings have been defined with the 1984 measured 

drawings, photographs and the description report. Moreover, the frames and sashes of 

the entrance and courtyard door are added based on the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The courtyard door has been documented with a top window in the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. For the annex, the removal of the in-fills in the 

openings is made based on the information coming from the building itself with the 

traces and the 1984 description reports. The window openings have been filled before 

1984 as they are observed as in-fill openings in the 1984 measured drawings and 
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photographs. The filled window openings on the northern and eastern elevations of the 

annex building are all converted into their original situation and drawn with their 

original dimensions. The forms, dimensions and materials of the details of the original 

window joineries, casings, shutters and railings in the annex building are added 

according to the comparative study results. Here, the original architectural details of the 

tannery itself are used for the comparison.  

The pools attached to the northern, eastern and southern walls in the tannery are 

added on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with the traces, 

the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and description report. The forms, 

dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 1984. There are not any 

traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery function in the courtyard. 

Therefore, the pools attached to the northern courtyard wall, eastern tannery wall and 

northern annex wall are added based on the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. 

The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 1984 as well. 

The damaged counter piece observed at the northeastern corner at the first floor (See 

section 3.7.1. spatial layout), when considered together with comparative study results 

made within the site, indicate that there has been a counter here. On the other hand, 

there is a longer counter documented in the 1984 measured drawings. The counter is 

completed in the restitution. Its location, form, dimensions and materials have been 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings as well. The materials of the supporting 

walls and the panel of the counter have been documented in the 1984 measured 

drawings as brick masonry with cement plastering and marble, respectively. The stone 

block observed in the tannery close to the northeastern corner (See section 3.7.1. spatial 

layout) when considered together with the documents recorded in 1984 and the 

comparative study results made within the site, indicate that there has been a well here. 

On the other hand, the form, dimensions and the structural material of this well is 

determined on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings and the comparative study 

results made within the site. The water channels in the courtyard are added according to 

the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The water channels in the tannery are 

added based on the comparative study results within the building itself. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the partition walls and the 

unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have very high reliability. 
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The completion decision of the first floor system of the tannery has very high 

reliability. The addition decision of the stairs into the tannery and the determination 

decisions of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the stairs and the balustrade 

have very high reliability. The addition decisions of the floor opening and the 

undressing space and the determination of their forms, dimensions, materials have very 

high reliability. The completion decisions of the annex walls with the original openings 

at the first floor level and the addition decisions of the floor and the roof systems into 

the annex have very high reliability. The addition decision of the stairs into the annex 

has very high reliability. The addition decision of the lean-to roof has very high 

reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in the tannery openings have very high 

reliability. The determination decisions of the materials and the forms of the window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings in the tannery have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the materials and the forms of the frames, casings and sashes 

of the entrance and the courtyard doors at the ground floor have very high reliability. 

The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings of the annex have very high 

reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details 

of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings have very high reliability. The 

addition decisions of the pools in the tannery and the courtyard, and the determination 

decisions of their forms, dimensions and materials have very high reliability. The 

completion decision of the counter in the tannery and the determination decisions of its 

form, dimensions and materials have very high reliability. The addition decision of the 

well in the tannery has very high reliability. The addition decisions of the original water 

channels in the courtyard have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decisions of the balcony have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the form, 

dimensions, materials and details of the balcony elements have reliability at moderate 

level. The determination decision of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the 

balcony door sashes have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of 

the form, dimensions, materials and details of the stairs and the balustrade in the annex 

have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the materials and the 

forms of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings in the annex have 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the form, dimensions and 

materials of the well in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The addition 

decision of the water channels in the tannery has reliability at moderate level. 
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4.7. Restitution of Tannery Unit Six 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery six include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.82) 

There are not any additional subspaces, unqualified partition walls or building 

elements damaging the spatial unity of the tannery and the courtyard either at present or 

in 1984.  

The traces observed at the eastern side of the courtyard and on the exterior 

surface of the eastern tannery wall (See section 3.8.1. spatial layout), when considered 

together with the 1984 measured drawings and the photographs, indicate that there has 

been a lean-to roof with L form attached to the eastern and southern courtyard walls 

here. The lean-to roof is stated as an addition related to the late period of the tannery 

function. Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s without lean-to roof and 1960s 

phase with lean-to roof) are suggested. The lean-to roof is added only in the phase of 

1960s. The location of the lean-to roof is determined according to the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs and description report. Its forms, dimensions and materials are determined 

on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings, photographs.  

The removal of the in-fill in the opening is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and the 

photographs. The diminished window opening on the western elevation is converted 

into its original situation and drawn with its original form and the dimensions. The 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window joineries, casings and 

railings existing at the first floor are sustained since they have been supported with the 

1984 measured drawings, photographs and description report. As the window joineries 

at the ground floor level were lost before 1984, they could not have been recorded either 

in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs or description report. Therefore, their 

window joineries, casings and railings are determined on the basis of the comparison 

made within the site. Here, the original architectural details of the window joineries of 

tannery eight are used for comparison. The frames and the sashes of the entrance door 

are added according to the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. However, the 

missing sashes of the courtyard door are added on the basis of the comparative study 

results made with the entrance door. 

There are not any traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery 

function in the tannery except water channels either at present or in 1984. Therefore, the 
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pools attached to the northern and southern walls in the tannery are added on the basis 

of the comparative study results within the site. The forms, dimensions and materials of 

these pools are determined according to the comparative study results within the site as 

well. On the other hand, the pools attached to the northern and eastern courtyard walls, 

and the pool at the southwestern corner in the courtyard are sustained in restitution. The 

counter in the tannery is added on the basis of the interviews with the old leather 

masters of the studied tanneries. Its location, form, dimensions and materials are 

determined according to the comparative study results made within the site. The well is 

located outside the tannery at the First Dead-end Street in front of tannery eight. It is a 

common well of five tanneries (tannery six, tannery seven, tannery eight, tannery nine 

and tannery ten). Therefore, another well is not added into the tannery. The water 

channels in the tannery and the courtyard are sustained in the restitution. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decision of the in-fill in the opening has 

very high reliability. The sustainment decisions of the joineries, casings and railings of 

the windows existing at the first floor have very high reliability. The determination 

decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance door have very high reliability. The 

sustainment decisions of the pools in the courtyard have very high reliability. The 

sustainment decisions of the original water channels in the tannery and the courtyard 

have very high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings, and railings at the 

ground floor have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

frames and sashes of the courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The addition 

decisions of the pools in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the location, form, 

dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability at moderate level.  

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the counter in 

the tannery has low reliability. 
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4.8. Restitution of Tannery Unit Seven 
 

The additional partition walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery and the 

additional L formed wall piece in the courtyard are removed as they are the later 

additions after the abandonment of the original tannery function. (Figure B.83) These 

additional cellular spaces are five spaces located in the tannery. The other additional 

building elements in the tannery and the courtyard contradicting original space character 

of the tannery lot are removed. These unqualified additional elements determined to be 

removed are: the counter in the tannery and the concrete floor covering connecting the 

tannery and the latrine space in the courtyard (See section 3.9.1. spatial layout). These 

removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character recorded 

in the 1984 measured drawings and the photographs. These partition walls constituting 

cellular spaces in the tannery, the additional wall pieces in the courtyard and the 

unqualified building elements mentioned above should have been added before 1984 as 

they are documented in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs.  

The structural elements of the roof system are added on the basis of the 

comparative study results within the site as the original roof system of the tannery could 

not have been observed in 1984 just like today. Therefore, the forms, dimensions and 

materials of these elements are determined according to the comparative study results 

within the site. The demolished western edge of the northern courtyard wall is 

completed on the basis of the information coming from the building itself with traces 

and 1984 measured drawings. On the other hand, the deformed eastern courtyard wall is 

drawn based on the information coming from the building itself with traces and 1984 

measured drawings. The latrine observed at the southeastern corner in the courtyard 

(See section 3.9.1. spatial layout); when considered together with the 1984 measured 

drawings and photographs, and the comparative study results made within the site; 

indicate that there has been a latrine space here. Therefore, the discussed latrine is 

sustained.  

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and the 

photographs. The filled and diminished window openings on the eastern elevation are 

converted into their original situation and drawn with their original forms and the 

dimensions. However, the filled window openings on the southern and northern 

elevations are sustained as niches since there are the original walls of the neighbouring 

tanneries behind these openings. As the window and the door joineries were renewed 
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before 1984, the original details of the windows and doors could not have been recorded 

either in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs or in the description report. The 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window and the door joineries 

are added on the basis of the comparative study results made within the site. Here, the 

original architectural details of the window and the door joineries of tannery eight are 

used for comparison.  

There are not any traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery 

function in the tannery either at present or in 1984. Therefore, the pools attached to the 

northern and southern walls in the tannery are added on the basis of the comparative 

study results within the site. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are 

determined according to the comparative study results within the site as well. On the 

other hand, the pools attached to the northern and the eastern courtyard walls in the 

courtyard are added based on the information coming from the building itself with 

traces. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to 

the comparative study results made within the site. The pools attached to the eastern 

tannery wall in the courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within 

the site. Their forms, dimensions and materials are determined according to the 

comparative study results made within the site. The counter in the tannery is added on 

the basis of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Its 

location, form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative 

study results made within the site. The well is located outside the tannery at the First 

Dead-end Street in front of tannery eight. It is a common well of five tanneries (tannery 

six, tannery seven, tannery eight, tannery nine and tannery ten). Therefore, another well 

is not added into the tannery. The water channels in the tannery and the courtyard are 

added based on the comparative study results within the site. Their forms, dimensions 

and materials are determined according to the comparative study results made within 

the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the cellular spaces, the 

additional partition walls and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter 

phases have very high reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings 

have very high reliability. The completeness decisions of the northern and eastern 

courtyard walls have very high reliability. The sustainment decision of the latrine has 

very high reliability.  The addition decisions of the pools attached to the eastern 
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courtyard wall in the courtyard have very high reliability. The determination decisions 

of the forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decisions of the original pools attached to the 

northern courtyard wall in the courtyard have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the structural 

elements of the roof system have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, 

casings, shutters and railings have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the frames and sashes of the entrance and courtyard doors have reliability 

at moderate level. The addition decisions of the pools attached to the southern and 

northern walls in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of all the pools in the tannery and the 

courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of the original pools 

attached to the eastern tannery wall in the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. 

The determination decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of the 

counter have reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of the original water 

channels in the tannery and the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of the water 

channels have reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the counter in 

the tannery has low reliability. 

 

4.9. Restitution of Tannery Unit Eight 
 

Tannery eight is completely collapsed at present. Moreover, there are not any 

additional spaces or elements in the tannery lot at present.  

The original tannery building is added on the basis of the information coming 

from the building itself with the traces, 1984 measured drawings, photographs and 

description report. The tannery walls with their openings and roof system with its 

elements have been documented in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs, and 

described in the 1984 description report. (Figure B.84) The proportions of the openings 

on the elevations are added as well. The eastern elevation is added according to the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. However, the alteration of the proportions of 

the openings on the western elevation has been recorded in the 1984 description report. 

The proportions of the openings on the western elevation are added based on the 
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original proportions of the openings documented in the discussed report according to 

the observation of the traces. The latrine in the courtyard is added on the basis of the 

interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. It is stated that there 

should be a latrine space placed in the courtyard in each tannery lot.    

The door and window openings on the eastern elevation are drawn with their 

original forms and dimensions according to the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The door and window openings on the western elevation are drawn with 

their original forms and dimensions according to the 1984 description report. The 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window joineries, casings and 

shutters have been defined with the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the 

description report. However, the window joineries, casings and shutters whose old 

photographs are not available are determined on the basis of the comparison made with 

the windows photographed in 1984 on the western elevation. Moreover, the frames and 

the sashes of the entrance door are added according to the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The frames and sashes of the courtyard door on the eastern tannery 

elevation are added on the basis of the comparative study results made with the entrance 

door. 

The pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of 

the information coming from the building itself with the traces and the traces 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings. The forms, dimensions and materials of 

these pools are determined according to the comparative study results made within the 

site. The pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of the 

traces documented in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The forms, 

dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 1984. The pools attached to 

the northern courtyard wall in the courtyard are added based on the information coming 

from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. 

The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 1984. The pools 

attached to the eastern tannery wall in the courtyard are added based on the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of these 

pools are documented in 1984. The counter in the tannery is added on the basis of the 

interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Its location, form, 

dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study results 

made within the site. The well is located outside the tannery at the First Dead-end Street 

in front of the tannery. It is a common well of five tanneries (tannery six, tannery seven, 

tannery eight, tannery nine and tannery ten). Therefore, another well is not added into 
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the tannery. The water channels in the tannery and the courtyard are added based on the 

1984 photographs. Their forms, dimensions and materials are determined according to 

the comparative study results made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The addition decisions of the tannery building have very 

high reliability. The determination decisions of the proportions of the openings on the 

eastern elevation have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings and shutters whose 

photographs are available have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the 

forms, dimensions, materials and details of the frames and sashes of the entrance door 

have very high reliability. The addition decisions of the pools attached to the southern 

and northern walls in the tannery have very high reliability. The determination decisions 

of the pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery have very high reliability. The 

addition decisions of the pools attached to the eastern tannery wall and northern 

courtyard wall in the courtyard have very high reliability. The determination decisions 

of these pools in the courtyard have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The determination decisions of the proportions of the openings 

on the western elevation have high reliability. The determination decisions of the pool 

attached to the southern wall in the tannery have reliability at high level. The addition 

decisions of the water channels in the tannery and the courtyard have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings and shutters whose 

photographs are not available have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the frames and sashes of the 

courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

location, form, dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability at moderate 

level. The determination decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of 

the water channels have reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability. The determination decision of the existence of the counter in the tannery 

has low reliability.  
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4.10. Restitution of Tannery Unit Nine 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery nine include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.85) 

The additional partition walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery, the 

latrine space and the additional wall pieces in the courtyard are removed as they are the 

later additions after the abandonment of the original tannery function. These additional 

cellular spaces are five spaces located in the tannery. The lean-to roof is stated as an 

addition made in the late period of the tannery function. Therefore, two phases of 

restitution (1940s phase without lean-to roof and 1960s phase with lean-to roof) are 

suggested. The lean-to roof is removed only in the phase of 1940s. The other additional 

building elements in the tannery and the courtyard contradicting original space character 

of the tannery lot are removed. These unqualified additional elements determined to be 

removed are: the counter, the concrete steps and the elevated ground levels of the spaces 

G 02 and G 03 in the tannery, and all the platforms except the one attached to the 

eastern courtyard wall adjacent to the latrine space and the counter in the courtyard (See 

section 3.11.1. spatial layout). These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame 

of the total space character recorded in the 1984 measured drawings and the 

photographs. These partition walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery, the latrine 

space and the additional wall pieces in the courtyard, and the unqualified building 

elements mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as they are not observed 

in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs.  

The structural elements of the roof system are added on the basis of the 1984 

measured drawings, photographs and description report. The forms, dimensions and 

materials of these elements are documented in 1984. 

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings and the 

photographs. The filled window openings on the northern and the eastern elevations, the 

filled door opening on the eastern elevation and the diminished door and window 

openings on the western elevation are all converted into their original situation and 

drawn with their original dimensions according to the information coming from the 

building itself with the traces, 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The order of 

the western elevation has been altered before 1984. The existing order of this elevation 

has been documented in 1984 measured drawings, but the alteration has been pointed 

out in 1984 description report. On the other hand, the traces of the conversion of the 
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original entrance door into window can be observed in 1984 photographs. Therefore, 

the original order of the western elevation is drawn just like the eastern one. As the 

window and the door joineries have been lost before 1984, they could not have been 

recorded either in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs or in the description report. 

The forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window and door joineries 

are added on the basis of the comparative study results made within the site. Here, the 

original architectural details of the window and the door joineries of tannery eight are 

used for comparison. The entrance door crowned with a top window has been 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and description report. The 

joinery and railings of this window have also documented as well. 

The pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of 

the traces observed in the 1984 photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of 

these pools are determined according to the comparative study results within the site. 

The pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of the 

comparative study results within the site. Their forms, dimensions and materials are 

determined according to the comparative study results within the site as well. On the 

other hand, the pools attached to the eastern courtyard wall and the pool in the middle of 

the semi-open space under the lean-to roof in the courtyard are added based on the 

information coming from the building self with traces, the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 

1984. The pools attached to the eastern tannery wall in the courtyard are added on the 

basis of the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The forms, dimensions and 

materials of these pools have been documented in 1984. There are not any other traces 

of the original facilities belonging to the tannery function except water channels in the 

tannery and the courtyard either at present or 1984. Therefore, the counter in the tannery 

is added on the basis of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied 

tanneries. Its location, form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the 

comparative study results made within the site. The well is located outside the tannery 

at the First Dead-end Street in front of tannery eight. It is a common well of five 

tanneries (tannery six, tannery seven, tannery eight, tannery nine and tannery ten). 

Therefore, another well is not added into the tannery. The original water channels have 

not been recorded in the 1984 measured drawings, but there are photographs showing 

the original water channels. Therefore, the water channels in the tannery and the 

courtyard are added based on the 1984 photographs. Their forms, dimensions and 
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materials are determined according to the comparative study results made within the 

site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the cellular spaces, additional 

partition walls and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have 

very high reliability. The determination decisions of the structural elements of the roof 

system have very high reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings 

have very high reliability. The determination decision about the existence of the top 

window above the entrance door has very high reliability. The addition decisions of the 

pools in the courtyard have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the 

forms, dimensions and materials of these pools have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decision of the pools attached to the northern wall 

in the tannery has high reliability. The addition decisions of the original water channels 

in the tannery and the courtyard have high reliability. The determination decisions of 

the location, form, dimensions and materials of the water channels have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings, shutters have 

reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the frames and sashes of 

the entrance and courtyard doors have reliability at moderate level. The addition 

decision of the pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery has reliability at 

moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of 

all the pools in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability 

at moderate level.  

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the counter in 

the tannery has low reliability. 

 

4.11. Restitution of Tannery Unit Ten 
 

The additional partition walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery are 

removed as they are the later additions after the abandonment of the original tannery 

function. These additional cellular spaces are six spaces located in the tannery. The 

other additional building elements in the tannery and the courtyard contradicting 

original space character of the tannery lot are removed. (Figure B.86) These unqualified 
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additional elements determined to be removed are: the L formed counter, the concrete 

step and the elevated ground levels of the latrine spaces in the tannery, and the chimney 

adjacent to the exterior surface of the southern tannery wall (See section 3.12.1. spatial 

layout). These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space 

character recorded in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. These partition 

walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery and the unqualified building elements 

mentioned above should have been added after 1984 as they are not observed in the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. 

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs. The filled window openings on the southern and eastern elevations and the 

diminished door and window openings on the western and eastern elevations are all 

converted into their original situation and drawn with their original dimensions 

according to the information coming from the building itself with the traces, 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. As the window and the door joineries were lost 

before 1984, they could not have been recorded either in the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs or description report. The forms, dimensions, materials and details of the 

original window and the door joineries are added on the basis of the comparative study 

results made within the site. Here, the original architectural details of the window and 

the door joineries of tannery eight are used for comparison. 

The pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of 

the traces observed in the 1984 photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of 

these pools are determined according to the comparative study results within the site. 

The pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of the 

comparative study results within the site. Their forms, dimensions and materials are 

determined according to the comparative study results within the site as well. On the 

other hand, the pools attached to the northern courtyard wall and eastern tannery wall in 

the courtyard are added based on the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The 

forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are documented in 1984. There are not 

any other traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery function in the tannery 

and in the courtyard either at present or in 1984. Therefore, the counter in the tannery is 

added on the basis of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied 

tanneries. Its location, form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the 

comparative study results made within the site. The well is located outside the tannery 

at the First Dead-end Street in front of tannery eight. It is a common well of five 
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tanneries (tannery six, tannery seven, tannery eight, tannery nine and tannery ten). 

Therefore, another well is not added into the tannery. The water channels in the tannery 

and the courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the site. Their 

forms, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study 

results made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the cellular spaces, additional 

partition walls and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have 

very high reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have very 

high reliability. The addition decision of the pools in the courtyard has very high 

reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of these 

pools have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The addition decision of the pools attached to the northern wall 

in the tannery has high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and 

available have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the frames 

and sashes of the entrance and courtyard doors have reliability at moderate level. The 

addition decision of the pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery has reliability 

at moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials 

of all the pools in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability 

at moderate level. The addition decision of the water channels in the tannery and the 

courtyard has reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability. The determination decision of the existence of the counter in the tannery 

has low reliability. 

 

4.12. Restitution of Tannery Unit Eleven 
 

The additional mass composed of three cellular spaces in the courtyard and the 

additional partition wall constituting a subspace at the first floor in the tannery are 

removed as they are the later additions after the abandonment of the original tannery 

function. However, the L formed wall attached to the northern wall at the northeastern 
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corner in the courtyard is sustained because it has been documented in the 1984 

measured drawings as the latrine of the tannery lot. (Figure B.87) The other additional 

building elements in the tannery and the courtyard contradicting original space character 

of the tannery lot are removed. These unqualified additional elements determined to be 

removed are: the open latrine at the ground floor and the counter at the first floor in the 

tannery, and the other counter in the courtyard (See section 3.13.1. spatial layout). 

These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character 

recorded in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The alteration of the 

courtyard into additional mass, the unqualified partition wall at the first floor and the 

building elements except open latrine mentioned above should have been added after 

1984 as they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs.  

The traces observed at the southwestern corner on the first floor (lack of 

plastering and whitewash, See section 3.13.1. spatial layout), when considered together 

with the 1984 measured drawings and the comparative study results made within the 

site, indicate that there has been an undressing space here. The location, form, 

dimensions and the structural material of this unit have been documented in the 1984 

measured drawings. On the other hand, the other subspace at the northwestern corner 

documented in the 1984 measured drawings is not added in the restitution as it is a later 

addition after the abandonment of the original tannery function. The balconies on the 

western and eastern elevations are added on the basis of the information coming from 

the building itself with traces (See section 3.13.2. elevation characteristics), 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. The details of the western balcony such as 

balustrade, posts and lean-to roof have been documented in 1984. As the details of the 

eastern balcony were lost before 1984, its details could have not been documented in 

1984. The eastern balcony details are added based on the comparative study results 

made with the details of the western balcony. The missing frames and sashes of the 

balcony doors are added according to the 1984 photographs. The balcony doors have 

been documented with the top windows above in the 1984 photographs. The missing 

stair balustrade is added on the basis of the 1984 photographs. Its form, dimensions, 

material and details are determined according to the 1984 photographs. 

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs. The filled window openings on the northern elevation at the ground floor 

and on the eastern and southern elevations at the first floor are all converted into their 

original situation and drawn with their original forms and the dimensions. The forms, 
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dimensions, materials and details of the original window joineries, casings, shutters and 

railings have been defined with the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the 

description report. However, the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose 

old photographs are not available on the southern elevation are added on the basis of the 

comparative study results made with the windows photographed in 1984. Moreover, the 

frames and sashes of the entrance door are added on the basis of the 1984 measured 

drawings and photographs. The frames and sashes of the courtyard door are added 

based on the comparative study results with the entrance door. The courtyard door has 

been documented with a top window above in the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs.  

The pools attached to the northern, western and southern walls in the tannery are 

sustained in the restitution. On the other hand, there are not any traces of the original 

facilities belonging to the tannery function in the courtyard at present. Therefore, the 

pools attached to the northern wall in the courtyard are added on the basis of the 1984 

measured drawings and photographs. The forms, dimensions and materials of these 

pools are documented in 1984. The counter at the first floor in the tannery is added on 

the basis of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Its 

location, form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative 

study results made within the site. The well in the tannery is added on the basis of the 

interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. It has been stated that 

there should have been a well in the two-storied tanneries. Therefore, the location of the 

well is determined under the platform in the tannery (See section 3.13.1. spatial layout). 

The water channels in the tannery are sustained in restitution. The water channels in the 

courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the building itself. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the additional mass, the 

additional partition wall and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter 

phases have very high reliability. 

The addition decision of the undressing space has very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the form, dimensions, materials and details of the western 

balcony elements have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, 

dimensions, materials and details of the balcony door sashes have very high reliability. 

The determination decisions of the existence of the top window above the balcony door 

s have very high reliability.  The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have 



 156 

very high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials 

and details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old 

photographs are available have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the 

frames and sashes of the entrance door have very high reliability. The determination 

decision of the existence of the top window above the courtyard door has very high 

reliability. The sustainment decisions of the pools attached to the northern, western and 

southern walls in the tannery has very high reliability. The addition decisions of the 

pools attached to the northern wall in the courtyard have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of these pools in the 

courtyard have very high reliability. The sustainment decision of the water channels in 

the tannery has very high reliability. 

High reliability: The determination decisions of the form, dimensions, materials 

and details of the stair balustrade have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the form, 

dimensions, materials and details of the eastern balcony elements have reliability at 

moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and 

details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old photographs are 

not available have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

frames and sashes of the courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the form, dimensions, material and details of the counter at 

the first floor in the tannery have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the form, dimensions, material and details of the well in the tannery have 

reliability at moderate level. The addition decision of the water channels in the 

courtyard has reliability at moderate level. 

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the counter at 

the first floor in the tannery has low reliability. The determination decision of the 

existence of the well in the tannery has low reliability. 

 

4.13. Restitution of Tannery Unit Twelve 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery twelve include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.88) 

The additional mass and the additional partition walls constituting cellular 

spaces in the tannery are removed in both of the restitution phases as they are the later 

additions after the abandonment of the original tannery function. This unqualified 
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additional mass existing is composed of eight spaces at the ground floor and three 

spaces at first floor in the courtyard. On the other hand, the transformation of the 

courtyard into an additional mass having a total space character with a gable roof at the 

late periods of the tannery function is documented in the 1984 description reports. 

Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s without additional mass and 1960s phase 

with additional mass) are suggested. The additional mass having total space character is 

added only in the phase of 1960s. The other additional building elements in the tannery 

and the courtyard contradicting original space character of the tannery lot are removed.  

These unqualified additional elements determined to be removed are: the counter, the 

concrete platforms and the open latrine in the tannery and the other counter and the 

concrete steps in the courtyard (See section 3.14.1. spatial layout). These removals 

provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space character recorded in the 

1984 measured drawings and photographs. On the other hand, the unqualified roof 

covering of the tannery is removed. Finally, the additional door opening connecting the 

Second Dead-end Street and the first floor of the additional mass in the courtyard is 

removed as there has not been a door opening here in the 1984 drawings and 

photographs. The partition walls constituting cellular spaces in the tannery and the 

courtyard and the unqualified building elements mentioned above should have been 

added after 1984 as they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs.  

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs. The filled door and window openings on the eastern elevation and the 

diminished door and window openings on the western elevation are all converted into 

their original situation and drawn with their original dimensions according to the 

information coming from the building itself with the traces, 1984 measured drawings 

and photographs. The forms, dimensions, materials and details of the original window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings have been defined with the 1984 measured 

drawings, photographs and the description report. On the other hand, the frames and 

sashes of the entrance door are added on the basis of the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs. The frames and sashes of the courtyard door are added according the 

comparative study results within the building itself. Here, the original architectural 

details of the entrance door are used for the comparison.  

There are not any traces of the original facilities belonging to the tannery 

function in the tannery and the courtyard either at present or in 1984. Therefore, the 
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pools attached to the southern and northern walls in the tannery and the courtyard are 

added on the basis of the comparative study results within the site. The forms, 

dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to the comparative 

study results made within the site. The counter in the tannery is added on the basis of 

the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Its location, form, 

dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study results 

made within the site. The location of the well has been documented at the First Dead-

end Street in front of the tannery. Therefore, the well is added based on the 1984 

measured drawings. Its form, dimensions and materials are determined based on the 

comparative study results made within the site. The water channels in the tannery and 

the courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the site. Their 

forms, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study 

results made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 

Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the cellular spaces, additional 

partition walls and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have 

very high reliability. The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have very 

high reliability. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and 

details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old photographs are 

available have very high reliability. The determination decisions of the frames and 

sashes of the entrance door have very high reliability. 

High reliability: The determination decision of the location of the well has high 

reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the frames and 

sashes of the courtyard door have reliability at moderate level. The addition decisions of 

the pools in the tannery and the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of all the pools in the 

tannery and the courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the location, form, dimensions and materials of the counter have reliability 

at moderate level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials 

of the well have reliability at moderate level. The addition decision of the water 

channels in the tannery and the courtyard has reliability at moderate level. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the water channels 

have reliability at moderate level. 
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Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the latrine has 

low reliability. The determination decision of the existence of the counter in the tannery 

has low reliability. 

 

4.14. Restitution of Tannery Unit Thirteen 
 

The restitution drawings of tannery thirteen include the two phases of 1940s and 

1960s. (Figure B.89) 

The additional mass composed of three cellular spaces under the original lean-to 

roof and the additional partition walls placed in front of the latrines are removed as they 

are the later additions after the abandonment of the original tannery function. The lean-

to roof is stated as an addition related to the late period of the tannery function. 

Therefore, two phases of restitution (1940s without lean-to roof and 1960s phase with 

lean-to roof) are suggested. The lean-to roof is removed only in the phase of 1940s. The 

other additional building elements in the tannery and the courtyard contradicting 

original space character of the tannery lot are removed. These unqualified additional 

elements determined to be removed are: the decorated pool, the sitting platforms 

surrounding all the walls and the bar counter in the tannery; the counter and the 

platform in one of the cellular spaces under the lean-to roof in the courtyard and the 

mosaic tile covering both in the tannery and the courtyard. (See section 3.15.1. spatial 

layout) These removals provide the spatial unity within the frame of the total space 

character recorded in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The two cellular 

spaces close to the southwestern corner under the lean-to roof and the unqualified 

partition walls in front of the latrines mentioned above should have been added after 

1984 as they are not observed in the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. On the 

other hand, the subspace at the southeastern corner under the lean-to roof and the other 

building elements mentioned above have been documented in the 1984 description 

report as later additions related to the disco-bar phase. 

The latrines observed at the northeastern corner in the courtyard (See section 

3.15.1. spatial layout); when considered together with the 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs, and the comparative study results made within the site; indicate that there 

have been latrine spaces here. Therefore, the discussed latrines are sustained.  

The removal of the in-fills in the openings is made based on the information 

coming from the building itself with the traces, the 1984 measured drawings, 

photographs. The filled window openings on the northern and eastern elevations and the 
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converted door opening on the northern elevation, providing a direct link between the 

tannery and Sanayi Street, are all converted into their original situation and drawn with 

their original dimensions according to the information coming from the building itself 

with the traces, 1984 measured drawings and photographs. The forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the original window joineries, casings, shutters and railings 

have been defined with the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the description 

report. However, the joineries, casings, shutters and railings of the windows on the 

eastern elevation are added based on the description report. Moreover, the frames and 

sashes of the courtyard door connecting the tannery lot and Sanayi Street are added on 

the basis of the 1984 measured drawings and photographs. On the other hand, the 

frames and sashes of the tannery doors whose old photographs are not available are 

added according the comparative study results within the building itself. Here, the 

original architectural details of the courtyard door are used for the comparison. The 

courtyard door and the tannery doors crowned with top windows have been documented 

in the 1984 measured drawings, photographs and the description report. 

The pools attached to the southern wall in the tannery are added on the basis of 

the traces documented in the 1984 measured drawings and the description report. The 

forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to the 

comparative study results within the site. There are not any traces of the original 

facilities belonging to the tannery function in the tannery and the courtyard either at 

present or in 1984. Therefore, the pools attached to the northern wall in the tannery and 

all the pools in the courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within 

the site. The forms, dimensions and materials of these pools are determined according to 

the comparative study results within the site as well. The counters are added on the 

basis of the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Their 

location, form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative 

study results made within the site. The well in the tannery is added based on the 1984 

measured drawings. Its form, dimensions and materials are determined according to the 

comparative study results made within the site. The water channels in the tannery and 

the courtyard are added based on the comparative study results within the site. Their 

forms, dimensions and materials are determined according to the comparative study 

results made within the site. 

Within the frame of the above presented restitution and its related sources, the 

following evaluation can be made on reliability: 
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Very high reliability: The removal decisions of the cellular spaces, additional 

partition walls and the unqualified building elements belonging to the latter phases have 

very high reliability. The sustainment decision of the latrines has very high reliability. 

The removal decisions of the in-fills in the openings have very high reliability. The 

determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, materials and details of the window 

joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old photographs are available have very 

high reliability. The determination decisions of the frames and sashes of the courtyard 

door have very high reliability. The addition decision of the pools attached to the 

southern wall in the tannery has very high reliability. 

High reliability: The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions, 

materials and details of the window joineries, casings, shutters and railings whose old 

photographs are not available have high reliability. The determination decisions of the 

existence of the top windows above the courtyard and the tannery doors have high 

reliability. The addition decisions of the well in the tannery have high reliability. 

Reliability at moderate level: The determination decisions of the frames and 

sashes of the tannery doors have reliability at moderate level. The determination 

decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of all the pools in the tannery and the 

courtyard have reliability at moderate level. The determination decisions of the 

locations, forms, dimensions and materials of the counters have reliability at moderate 

level. The determination decisions of the forms, dimensions and materials of the well 

have reliability at moderate level. The addition decision of the water channels in the 

tannery and the courtyard has reliability at moderate level.  

Low reliability: The determination decision of the existence of the counters in 

the tannery has low reliability. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 

EVALUATION OF THE CONSERVATION PROBLEM 
 

 

It has been stated that cultural properties are conserved in order to establish a 

way of sustaining the values they possess. On the other hand, cultural proreties have 

problems specific to themselves determined by intrinsic or extrinsic effects. These 

values and problems may be disscussed at site and single building scales for historic 

quarters. “(Madran and Özgönül 2005)” 

In the case study, the evaluation process for old tannery ensemble concerns two 

different scales as site scale and single building scale. First, the evaluation of the old 

tannery site; then, the evaluation of individual tannery units is deciphered. 

 

5.1. Evaluation of Old Tannery Site 
 

It has been stated that basic attempt for evaluating a historic settlement is to 

understand the place with the values and problems specific to it. The values ascertained 

should be preserved and emphasized so as not to be lost; whereas, the problems 

ascertained should be solved as one of the preliminary necessities. “(Madran and 

Özgönül 2005)” In the case study, the environmental inputs in relation with the old 

tannery site are evaluated to determine the carrying capacity related to the new function.  

     

5.1.1. Values 
 

It has been stated that the basic values a historic quarter possesses can be 

sustainability value, historical value, memorial value, mythological value, artistic value, 

authenticity value, rareness value, uniqueness value, ensemble value, abundance value, 

homogeneity value, economic value, traditional value, educational value and 

documentary value. “(Madran and Özgönül 2005)” The values the discussed tannery 

site possesses can be classified in two major groups as those which are reasons for 

nominating them as part of the cultural heritage (ensemble value, rareness value and 

documentary value) and that which makes them important from the view point of 

today’s urban requirements (economic value). 
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5.1.1.1. Documentary Value 
 

As Kuban states (2000) a historical building; which is a product of a technology, 

a social event, an organization, a process; is a technical and cultural document. It has 

the information related to the social and economic conditions of the age. Moreover, it 

exhibits the construction techniques of the age.  

Within this frame, it is known that the profession of tanning leather was a 

splendid occupation for more than 150 years in Ku�adası from the period of Greek 

leather masters. However, the raw leather production is not being applied any more by 

natural methods. The studied tannery site have technical and documentary value as this 

site with the related facility can guide us to understand the architectural aspects of 

production buildings, the life style  and the understanding of urban planning at the end 

of 1930s in Ku�adası region.  

 

5.1.1.2. Ensemble Value 

 
  The tannery building itself and the courtyard are the indispensible elements of 

every production unit in the discussed site. Additionally, annexes, semi-open work 

spaces and latrines as the other original elements can be parts of the unit composition at 

the late period (1960s). The presence of the ensemble value of the tannery site can be 

claimed because there is a unity of these original production units. (Figure 5.1) The 

relations of the tannery lots with each other and the location of the closed and open 

spaces in the composition of the lots are structured as a result of a definite fabric design 

approach. The tannery site composition is organised with tannery lots located on two 

dead–end streets. The spatial layout of the site is ordered with one and two-storied 

tannery buildings located on the western sides of these streets. The western and the 

eastern part of the tannery site contrast as the tannery buildings close to the seaside 

located in the western part are one-storied, while the ones in the eastern part are two-

storied. The location of two dead-end streets running parallel to the coast line and the 

location of two-storied tanneries at the rear row have provided opportunity to each 

tannery building to perceive the coastline in the original layout. Therefore, the design 

approach has considered the coastal settlement. Unfortunately, this design characteristic 

has been ruined with the erection of six-storied apartment blocks at the front side of the 

tannery site. 
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Figure 5.1. Model photographs 
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The tannery buildings generallly juxtapose the dead-end streets on the west 

entrance elevations. The majority of their courtyards are oriented to the east. This 

positioning has given way to a continuous order of front elevations at the west side of 

dead-end streets and a continuous order of courtyard walls at the east side of the dead-

end streets. This repetitive arrangement of the unit elevations has been broken with the 

anxiety of providing daylight and ventilation from the side elevations. The articulation 

provided with tannery eleven is one of the design tools observed in the site. Tannery 

eleven articulates the areas in which one-storied and two-storied tanneries are located. 

The orientation and the entrance of the lot in which tannery eleven is located are 

completely different from the other tannery lots. The tannery and the courtyard are both 

located on the street side of the lot and the tannery building juxtaposes the dead-end 

street on the east. Moreover, it is a two-storied tannery, but it is located in the western 

part of the site in which one-storied tanneries are located. 

Repetition of the same building silhouette along dead-ends creates a rhythmic 

design expression. This rhythm is interrupted by the total collapse of two tanneries. (See 

section 5.1.2.1. Reduction of Ensemble Value Problem.) Moreover, the existence of the 

main walls of tannery four helps one to observe the rhythm of the street elevation, 

although its roof is collapsed totally at present.  

Similarly, the repetition of architectural elements such as gable roofs, eaves 

gable windows, balconies, rectangular door and window openings with the same 

proportion contributes to the organization of the tannery ensemble.  

 

5.1.1.3. Rareness Value 

 
The discussed site is one of the few examples15 within which the original 

architectural characteristics of traditional tannery production are exhibited at site scale. 

Moreover, the old tannery site is unique in Ku�adası. 

 

5.1.1.4. Economic Value 

 
The economic value of the site is very high because the site is within the 

boundaries of the touristic zone in the development plan. Moreover, the center of 

                                                 
15  The working tannery structures in Crete Island constructed in 1866 and in Denizli 

constructed between 1935- 1950 are between the other examples of tannery sites. 
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Ku�adası has developed and been oriented to the tannery region from the beginning of 

the 1980s with the erection of yatch horbour onto the opposite side of the tannery site. 

The lot prices are high in this region. In short, the site is within a touristic center with 

high economic value. 

 

5.1.2. Problems 
 

The problems the discussed tannery site possesses can be classified in four major 

groups as reduction of ensemble value problem, environmental problem, socio-cultural 

problem and economic problem. 

 

5.1.2.1. Reduction of Ensemble Value Problem 
 

The development plan of Ku�adası has given way to the construction of six 

storied apartment blocks around the tanneries. This plan decision has ruined the modest 

design characteristic reflected in the human scale of the site completely. Moreover, the 

sea vista considered in the orientation of the tanneries was lost with the addition of 

apartment blocks on Hükümet Street. The perception of the discussed site has been 

interrupted and the contribution of the site to the silhouette of Ku�adası can no longer be 

considered since it has been surrounded by these high buildings.  

The total collapse of two tanneries (tannery two and tannery eight) interrupted 

the fabric design characteristic of the site and the rhythmic design expression created by 

the repetition of the same building silhouette along the dead-end streets. On the other 

hand, it damages the original solid-void balance of the unit compositions just like the 

addition of building masses into the courtyards. 

 

5.1.2.2. Environmental Problem 

 
The level of ground water is high because the site is very close to the coast. 

However, the drainage system was not installed so as to avoid the rising damp problem. 

It causes detachment and loss of stone, and disintegration and loss of mortar observed 

on the lower parts of walls especially on the exterior surfaces. In addition, the old river-

bed was transformed into Sanayi Street without any necessary precautions.  
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5.1.2.3. Socio-cultural Problem 
 

Although the right of tannery site usage was given to Culture and Tourism 

Ministry through development plan decisions, there have been no precautions taken to 

support the implementation of this plan decision since 200416. Since the redundant 

tannery site was not cared by Culture and Tourism Ministry, some serious problems 

occurred at the site. Three of the tannery units were demolished and a hotel was 

constructed here, though they were also listed. The reason was it was 'forgotten’to add 

necessary explanations on the ownership documents in the related archives. On the 

other hand, the tannery units left were re-used with different functions as house and 

warehouse since the end of 1983. Lack of maintenance, abandonment, plunder and 

vandalism are the problems caused by the insufficiency of public consciousness. All of 

these problems are observed at the discussed site as a result of the transformation of the 

site based on the rapid urbanization movements in Ku�adası. Consequently, the 

unqualified additional subspaces were created and the original architectural elements 

related to the tannery function were lost. 

 

5.1.2.4. Economic Problem 

 
The devoted money by the government to the conservation applications has been 

very limited in Turkey for many years. Moreover, the high costs of repair and 

restoration work and the insufficiency of the financial power of the Culture and Tourism 

Ministry owning the tanneries hindered the tannery site from the restoration work. 

 

5.2. Evaluation of Tannery Units  
 

The evaluation inputs at single building scale are the structural state of the 

tanneries, deterioration of building materials, spatial characteristics and values that 

tanneries possess and their degrees of alteration. These inputs determine the carrying 

capacity related to the new uses at single building scale. The structural states of the 

tanneries are individually evaluated so as to understand and define the limits of 

interventions that each tannery can undergo.”(Madran and Özgönül 20005)” Within this 

frame, the physical characteristics of the spaces and the relations of the spaces are 
                                                 
16  Göç-Tur Firm has rented the tannery site to operate as shopping and hotel district with 

touristic purposes for fourty nine years since 2004. 
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examined to define and compare the carrying capacity of individual tanneries for the 

new uses.  

 

5.2.1. Values 
 

The values each tannery unit/building possesses can be classified in three major 

groups as the urban value, perceptibility value and authenticity value.  

 

5.2.1.1. Urban Value 
 

The tannery unit contributes to the settlement organization with its mass 

characteristics and open spaces. It is an appealing visual object for the public. It 

contributes to the cultural and social identity of Ku�adası.  

Within this frame, in the case study, the urban value is measured with the 

preservation degree of original solid-void organization of each tannery unit. (Figure 

B.90) The originality of solid-void organization of the individual tannery units is 

classified according to the following criteria: 

• The tannery unit possesses the originality of solid-void organization at high 

level, if the original solid-void order is continued. (tannery unit one, tannery unit three, 

tannery unit six, tannery unit seven and tannery unit ten) 

• The tannery unit possesses the originality of solid-void organization at 

moderate level, if the original solid-void order is continued except the addition of semi-

open spaces or enlargement of original annex mass. (tannery unit five, tannery unit nine 

and tannery unit thirteen) 

• The tannery unit possesses the originality of solid-void organization at low 

level, if the original solid-void order has been damaged via collapse of tannery 

buildings. (tannery unit two, tannery unit four, tannery unit eight, tannery unit eleven 

and tannery unit twelve) 

 

5.2.1.2. Perceptibility Value 

 
The perceptibility value is measured with the closeness of the production unit 

to the main axis of movement and its reachability from the main axis of movement. 
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(Figure B.91) The perceptibility value of the individual tannery units evaluated 

according to the following criteria: 

• The perceptibility value of the tannery unit is at high level, if it is located at 

a corner and on the main axis of movement (Sanayi Street and Hasan Reis Street) within 

the urban layout. (tannery unit one and tannery unit thirteen) 

• The perceptibility value of the tannery unit is at moderate level, if it is 

located at an easily perceived lot from the main axis of movement (Sanayi Street and 

Hasan Reis Street) within the urban layout. The two tannery units located next to the 

tannery unit which is placed at the corner of the Second Dead-end Street and Sanayi 

Street, and all the tannery units placed between the Second Dead-end Street and Hasan 

Reis Street have high perceptibility compared to the other tannery units except the ones 

in the first group mentioned above. (tannery unit two, tannery unit three, tannery unit 

four and tannery unit five) 

• The perceptibility value of the tannery unit is at low level, if it is at a 

distance to the main axes of movement within the urban layout. (tannery unit six, 

tannery unit seven, tannery unit eight, tannery unit nine, tannery unit ten, tannery unit 

eleven and tannery unit twelve) 

 

5.2.1.3. Authenticity Value 

 
The term “authentic” and the term “original” should be clarified in order to 

define the authenticity value. The authentic means real, genuine, not copied, original, at 

the same time compatibility with a certain source or origin (n.). The original means a 

work composed firsthand (n.) and relating to beginning, initial (adj.). “(Merriam-

Webster’s Unabridged Digital Dictionary 2000)” Therefore, they overlap to some 

extend. On the other hand, there is only one word in Turkish for the two words in 

English. “özgün” means “orijinal, yalnız kendine özgü bir nitelik ta�ıyan” in Turkish. 

Within the context of conservation theory, authentic and original have slightly 

different meanings.  

In the Charter of Venice, the term “original” is used to express the initial state or 

material of a part of a cultural heritage. The term “authentic“ implies being truthful and 

genuine.  
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“Replacements of missing parts must be integrate harmoniously with the original…” “(Article 
12, Charter of Venice 1964)”  
 
“Restoration is based on respect for original material and authentic documents.” “(Article 9, 
Charter of Venice 1964)” 

 

In the Document of Nara, the concept of authenticity is further developed to 

include “localness”, cultural context, and the nature of cultural heritage. Traditions, 

spirit and feelings, etc. are included in the concept of authenticity besides the form, 

design and material characteristics.  

 

“Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its cultural context, and its evolution through 
time, authenticity judgements may be linked to the worth of a great variety of sources of 
information. Aspects of the sources may include form and design, materials and substance, use 
and function, traditions and techniques, location and setting, and spirit and feeling, and other 
internal and external factors. The use of these sources permits elaboration of the specific artistic, 
historic, social, and scientific dimensions of the cultural heritage being examined. ” “(Article 13, 
Document of Nara 1994)” 

  

If a heritage will be claimed to possess authenticity value, then reliability and 

truthfulness of related information sources are considered.  

Therefore, it is of the highest importance and urgency that, within each culture, recognition be 

accorded to the specific nature of its heritage values and the credibility and truthfulness of 

related information sources. “(Article 12, Document of Nara 1994)” 

 

In Turkish texts regarding conservation theory, “özgünlük” may be preferred to 

indicate both authenticity and originality. 

 

 “Yerellik, otantiklik, özgünlük gibi sözcüklerin tümündeki ara kesiti belirledi�ine ve bu kavramı 
en do�rudan anlattı�ına inandı�ım için “özgünlük” terimini kullandım.” “(Asatekin 2003)” 
 
“Bu de�i�meler içinde özgün kimlik denen �ey, do�du�u anda sahip oldu�u fiziki özelliklerdir.” 
“(Kuban 2000)”. 
 

Within the frame of this thesis, the information sources for authenticity 

judgements are the spirit and feeling of the traditional leather production process, the 

topography, landscape and positioning recalling the historical production zone; and the 

form and materials documenting the nature of the cultural heritage. 

All of the tannery units possess authenticity value with regard to the presence of 

these information sources. However, some stand out with the survival of original spatial 

composition, elevation and material characteristics, and original facilities. In turn, the 

accumulation of original characteristics listed above will be measured to define the level 

of authenticity in each tannery.  
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Within this context, the level of originality is measured with the quantity of the 

preserved original architectural characteristics of each tannery. (Figure B.92) The 

original construction details are not presented in the related criteria of originality 

because they do not exist at any of the tanneries currently. The originality of the 

individual tanneries is classified according to the following criteria: 

• The tannery possesses originality at very high level, if it preserves all of the 

following characteristics: original spatial composition, original elevation characteristics 

and original material characteristics. In addition to this, it also preserves original facility 

belonging to the tannery function. (tannery eleven) 

• The tannery possesses originality at high level, if it preserves all of the 

following subtitles: original spatial composition, original elevation characteristics and 

original material characteristics. (tannery one, tannery three, tannery five, tannery six 

and tannery thirteen) 

• The tannery possesses originality at moderate level, if it preserves two of the 

following subtitles: original spatial composition, original elevation characteristics and original 

material characteristics. (tannery seven, tannery nine, tannery ten and tannery twelve) 

• The tannery possesses originality at low level, if it preserves one of the 

following subtitles: original spatial composition, original elevation characteristics and 

original material characteristics. (tannery two and tannery four) 

• The tannery has lost originality, if it preserves none of the following subtitles: 

original spatial composition, original elevation characteristics and original material 

characteristics. (tannery eight) 

 

5.2.2. Problems 
 

The problems each tannery unit/building possesses can be classified in two 

major groups as the problems due to the structural alterations and the problems due to 

the spatial alterations.  

 

5.2.2.1. Spatial Problem 

 
The spatial alterations mentioned below have already been discussed in Chapter 

3. (See related sections 3.3.3, 3.4.3, 3.5.3, 3.6.3, 3.7.3, 3.8.3, 3.9.3, 3.10.3, 3.11.3, 

3.12.3, 3.13.3, 3.14.3, 3.15.3 Spatial Alterations) The data about the spatial problems 
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defined with the help of the documentation process have been analyzed and illustrated 

by mapping technique in order to produce a map named ‘level of spatial alterations’. It 

is aimed to point out the spatial risks each building possesses. These categories will 

form the priority of intervention decisions. 

The basic spatial problems observed at site scale are the loss of original elements of 

the tannery units and the additional masses/subspaces related to the later usages damaging the 

original space composition of the tannery units. The original organization of open/semi-

open/closed spaces should be respected in order to safeguard the spatial qualities of the 

property. “(Madran and Özgönül, 2005)” Therefore, the total or partial losses of 

tannery/annex are accepted the most significant problems at site scale within the frame of the 

thesis. The phase of 1940s in the restitution is determined more valuable than the phase of 

1960s. In turn, the loss of semi-open spaces belonging to the phase of 1960s is not included in 

the spatial problem list. Similarly, the loss of latrines, which are accepted as original elements 

of tannery units, is not included in the spatial problem list because this is a common problem 

of all units. The spatial problems at building scale are observed in various types. 

The types of spatial problems (Table 5.1) observed in tanneries affecting the 

spatial quality and points given are presented below: 

• Total loss of the tannery (200 points) 

• Partial loss of the tannery (90 points)  

• Partial loss of the annex (90 points) 

• Division of the tannery into cellular units damaging the total space character 

(50 points) 

• Division of the courtyard into cellular units damaging the total space 

character (50 points) 

• Addition of the subspaces into the tannery damaging the total space character 

(30 points) 

• Addition of the subspaces into the courtyard damaging the total space 

character (30 points) 

• Addition of a building mass/subspace into courtyard adjacent to the tannery 

elevation reducing the illumination level of the space and damaging elevation character 

(20 points) 

• Filling of the openings on the tannery reducing the illumination level of the 

space and damaging elevation character (15 points) 

• Filling of the openings on the annex reducing the illumination level of the 

space and damaging elevation character (15 points)  
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Table 5.1. Spatial problems of tannery units  
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• Loss of the original construction details of the tannery such as stairs, 

fireplaces, window joineries, shutters, casings and railings, door frames and  sashes, and 

balcony posts, lean-to roofs, balustrades (10 points) 

• Loss of the original construction details of the annex such as stairs, fireplaces, 

window joineries, shutters, casings and railings, door frames and  sashes, and balcony 

posts, lean-to roofs, balustrades (10 points) 

• Destruction of original facility in the tannery belonging to the tannery 

function such as pools, counters, wells, water channels (5 points) 

• Destruction of original facility in the annex belonging to the tannery function 

(5 points) 

• Destruction of original facility in the courtyard belonging to the tannery 

function such as pools, counters, water channels (5 points) 

The total points given to the units are classified in four major groups as 

possessing spatial alterations at fullest level, possessing spatial alterations at high level, 

possessing spatial alterations at moderate level and possessing spatial alterations at low 

level. (Figure B.93) 

Possessing spatial alterations at fullest level: between 235-195 points. 

(Tannery unit two, tannery unit four, tannery unit five and tannery unit eight) 

Possessing spatial alterations at high level: between 155-130 points. (Tannery 

unit one and tannery unit twelve)  

Possessing spatial alterations at moderate level: between 115-85 points. 

(Tannery unit three, tannery unit seven, tannery unit nine, tannery unit ten, tannery unit 

eleven, and tannery unit thirteen) 

Possessing alterations at low level: between 0-15 points. (Tannery unit six) 

 

5.2.2.2. Structural Problem 

 

The term damage is used to describe a situation which a structure has lost some or all of is 
bearing capacity, a condition that leads to failure and collapse. Damage is usually marked by 
cracks, crushing, crumbling, breaking away of elements, permanent deformation, out-of-
plumbness, etc. and is related to mechanical actions. 
Decay or deterioration is an alteration of the material that usually leads to a reduction in 
resistance, increased brittleness, porosity and a loss of material that usually begins from the 
outside and works inward; it is mainly related to physical or chemical actions. At the first rank, 
the deterioration does not affect the overall stability so that it is maintained, but it only affects 
the material in which it occurs. “(Croci 1998)” 

 

The types of damages and deterioration ascertained in the tannery site are 

discussed below within the frame of the thesis. The problems observed in the walls are 
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total and partial collapses, permanent deformations, and major and minor cracks 

considered as structural damages, and those loss of stone, detachment on stone surface, 

disintegration of mortar, decay of tie-beams, discoloration of stone, decay of plaster and 

the plant formation as material deterioration. Local settlements with major cracks on the 

ground floor system, total and partial collapses, and deflection on the first floor system 

considered as structural damages and those rusts on I-beams and decay of wood as 

material deterioration are the problems observed in the flooring systems. The problems 

observed in roof system are total and partial collapses, permanent deformations, being 

fallen out of support of elements, breaking of elements and deflection of wood trusses 

considered as structural damage and timber decays as material deterioration.  

These structural damages and material deteriorations related to the observation 

mentioned above have already been discussed in Chapter 3. (See related sections 3.3.5, 

3.4.5, 3.5.5, 3.6.5, 3.7.5, 3.8.5, 3.9.5, 3.10.5, 3.11.5, 3.12.5, 3.13.5, 3.14.5, 3.15.5 

Structural Damage and Material Deterioration) The data about the structural problems 

defined with the help of the documentation process have been analysed and illustrated 

by mapping technique in order to produce a map named ‘level of structural damage’. It 

is aimed to point out the structural risks each building possesses. These categories will 

form the priority of intervention decisions.  

The types of structural damages and material deterioration mentioned above are 

discussed on the basis of a careful survey related to the observation of signs visible on 

structures. This will have to be followed by detailed examinations and tests in order to 

ascertain the problems and their causes. “(Croci 1998)” The more detailed structural 

analysis of each tannery is the subject of the individual restoration projects. 

The phase of 1940s in the restitution is determined more valuable than the phase 

of 1960s. Therefore, the additional urban elements such as additional masses and semi-

open spaces belonging to the phase of 1960s or later phases are not included in the 

structural problem table. Similarly, the collapsed latrines, which are accepted as original 

elements of tannery units, are not included in the structural problem table because this is 

a common problem of all units. 

The types of structural problems observed in tanneries and points given are 

presented below: 

• Total collapse of the wall system (50 points) 

• Total collapse of the floor system (50 points) 

• Total collapse of the roof system (50 points) 

• Partial collapse of the wall system (25 points) 
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Table 5.2. Structural problems of tannery units  
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• Partial collapse of the floor system (25 points) 

• Partial collapse of the roof system (25 points) 

• Permanent deformation of the wall system (20 points) 

• Local settlements on the floor system (15 points) 

• Permanent deformation of the roof system (20 points) 

• Major cracks on the wall system (15 points) 

• Breaking of the roof elements (15 points) 

• Being fallen out of support of the roof elements (15 points) 

• Deflection of the floor system (10 points) 

• Deflection of the roof system (10 points) 

• Minor cracks on the wall system (5 points) 

The individual points related to the structural damages are considered for each 

original urban element of the unit composition such as tannery, annex and courtyard.  

Since the tannery building itself is of first degree importance in the identity of 

the unit, and the structural problems are accumulated here more compared to the annex 

and the courtyard, the points given to the tannery are multiplied by the coefficient 2 and 

the points given to the annex and courtyard are multiplied by 1. (Table 5.2) 

At the end, total points given to the units are classified in four major groups as 

possessing damages at fullest level, possessing damages at high level, possessing 

damages at moderate level and possessing damages at low level. (Figure B.94) 

Possessing damages at fullest level: between 345-280 points. (Tannery unit 

two, tannery unit four, tannery unit five and tannery unit eight) 

Possessing damages at high level: between 120-165 points. (Tannery unit one, 

tannery unit seven, tannery unit ten and tannery unit twelve) 

Possessing damages at moderate level: between 25-55 points. (Tannery unit 

three, tannery unit eleven and tannery unit thirteen) 

Possessing damages at low level: between 0-20 points. (Tannery unit six and 

tannery unit nine) 
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CHAPTER 6 
 

PROPOSAL 
 

As Kuban (2000) states, all historical buildings, except very symbolic 

monuments, should be used for new purposes. Within this frame, in the case study, the 

abandoned old tannery site should be sustained with a new function. 

In the restoration project prepared by Göç-Tur Firm, the new function for the 

site has been determined as a complex with hotel units, leisure activity units and art 

units. However, there are so many hotels in the vicinity of the tannery site and this 

function does not provide reference to the original function. The original total space 

character of the tanneries is also ruined by divisions related to the hotel usage. On the 

other hand, the individual courtyards of production units have been determined to be 

integrated with each other to provide wide gathering spaces. Integration of courtyards to 

provide ease in the circulation scheme of the proposed hotel might be reasonable in this 

respect. However, the original compositions of tannery units with individual character, 

as a value of the historical design, will be damaged by this concept. As a result, a more 

appropriate function for this site can be considered after a detailed evaluation process.  

Within this context, the proposal phase has been reconsidered and the 

refunctioning possibilities have been evaluated.  

The basic aim is to establish a way of retaining the urban structure and pattern of 

old tannery site through preserving and conserving the buildings in order to prevent the 

site being “transformed into a lifeless museum” “(Orba�lı 2000)”. The new function 

should enhance the quality of the place through emphasizing the “technical and 

documentary value” “(Kuban 2000)” and safeguarding the traditional know-how of 

leather production, and ensure its continuity as a desirable place with a new identity. It 

should be in harmony with the characteristics of the site, which was as a traditional 

production centre. (See Chapter 5. Evaluation) 

The second aim is to enhance the commercial life of Ku�adası town with a 

refunctioning decision considering the needs of the town and appreciating its values, 

which were impaired by urban spread. 

Last one of the aims is to sustain the production of hand-crafted leather goods in 

Ku�adası by providing a new shelter for their exhibition. 
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Cultural heritage is becoming recognised as a significant bridge between urban 

life and development process based on the contributions of international organisations 

such as UNESCO, ICOMOS and the Council of Europe. “(Orba�lı 2000)” Conservation 

is not only an architectural discussion, but, at the same time, a social notion concerning 

the living society itself. Therefore, we should realise that when the structures are being 

maintained, in fact the subject intended to be conserved is the continuity of culture. 

“(Rogers, 1982 quoted from Orba�lı 2000)” 

 

It is only in the second half of the twentieth century that there has been a growing appreciation 
and understanding of historic urban settlements, their recognition as ‘heritage’, and a desire for 
area-based conservation. “(Orba�lı 2000)”  

 

Urban conservation, which is a long-term commitment to an area, differs from 

building conservation in that; it involves the urban pattern, much wider range of 

disciplines and most importantly a social aspect. “(Orba�lı 2000)” In the article 1 of 

Charter of Venice (1964) it has been stated that: 

 

The concept of an historic monument embraces not only the single architectural work but also 
the urban and rural setting in which is found the evidence of a particular civilization, a 
significant development or an historic event.           
 

As Orba�lı (2000) states, the reasons for conserving historic urban settlements 

are combination of factors: 

• The heritage value 

• The physical attractiveness of the past urban language of townscape reflected 

through street patterns, buildings, open spaces and intersections 

• The human scale and feeling of familiar associations 

• The walkable and explorable characteristics of a pleasant environment 

• The place as a historic process itself with a living community, in other words, 

the ‘life’within 

The reasons mentioned above for the intent to conserve historic urban 

settlements have similarity with the reasons for preference of visiting them. 

In reality, two factors constitute urban conservation process. Firstly, there has to 

be a place presenting a meaning to its users and occupants; then, there has to be finances 

available to realise urban conservation. Today, the basic intent is that the finance 

potential gained by tourism can be used for conservation in touristic towns. However, 

the opposite of this, as conservation is used for tourism, has caused “irreversible 

damage to the historic fabric through hasty restoration schemes”. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 
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When conservation becomes a product of tourism to satisfy the perceptions of visitors; 

re-creating history, fasadism, over-sanitisation of the life of neighbourhood and theming 

takes place in many cases. “(Orba�lı 2000)” However, these applications are not 

approved by conservation theoretics. Since these end-results are not intended in the 

studied site, design criteria are formed accordingly. Consequently, the proposal within 

the limits of this thesis involves discussions on urban requirements, re-use preferences, 

theoretical scope and structural necessities. 

 

6.1. Urban Requirements 
 

The old tannery site is one of the historic quarters of Ku�adası, which is one of 

the most famous touristic towns of Turkey. Therefore, the discussed site has been 

evaluated within the frame of the threats and opportunities of tourism mentioned below. 

Then, the decisions at site scale have been determined in order to make the harmonious 

adaptation of the redundant tannery site into contemporary life. 

Identifying the Criteria for Access:  

The possible opportunities of the old tannery site are the very closeness to the 

marina and the closeness to the town centre. On the other hand, another opportunity is 

that walking is the most definite way of transportation and it is valid enough to actively 

discourage car usage. 

The arrival patterns to the old tannery site will be planned within the frame of 

the location of project site. These patterns should be based on the present arrival 

patterns or the present potentials waiting for exploration. Therefore, an access-

movement survey within the urban environment and a transportation survey by bus 

network are performed in order to determine the arrival patterns. As a result, the former 

arrival pattern from the town centre to the old tannery site is determined as walking 

through the coastal pavement alongside Hükümet Street. (Figure 6.1) The secondary 

arrival pattern is determined as the public network of the town (‘�ehiriçi dolmu�’) 

provided from Hasan Reis Street. 
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Figure 6.1. Adjustments on the satellite map showing arrival patterns from Kaleiçi to the tannery site. 

(Source: WEB_1 2006) 

 

The perceptibility of the old tannery site from Hükümet Street and from the 

coastal area has been ruined with the erection of six-storied apartment blocks at the 

front side of the tannery site. Therefore, some attractive sign boards have to be designed 

for the visitors, who are not familiar with the site, in order to emphasize its existence. 

However, the perceptibility of the site from Hasan Reis Street is still attractive. 

 

Effects of Tourism on Ku�adası Case: 

The possible handicaps related to the conservation of old tannery site have been 

considered and the principles for the conservation design approach have been created 

below. 

There are three possible handicaps facing the conservation studies about the old 

tannery site in Ku�adası. First of all, conservation process has been hindered by the lack 

of financial support for over twenty years. This is still the basic problem since national 

or local budgets are rarely stretched to the urban conservation in Turkey. The role 
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tourism is playing in supplying the financial support for the urban conservation process 

is not rejected. It has been claimed that the benefits of tourism for the future survival of 

the discussed site have to be seriously considered. The conservation decision supported 

in the thesis is that the necessary budget for avoiding the loss of discussed tannery site 

can be provided with the pace of tourism. 

At this point, the second handicap should be considered: tourism increases the 

internal and external pressures on historic urban settlements. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 

Cultural tourism in historic towns has been growing in an increasing acceleration 

just like the urban conservation. Although tourism interest has benefited the 

conservation of cultural and urban heritage on the basis of financial support, it can 

become a serious threat to its very resource, even destroy it. 

As a result, Ku�adası has suffered huge losses on the cultural resources since 

1980s. There is still a desire for further developments. The mass tourism has completely 

changed the human scale of the coastal town as historic buildings have been replaced by 

large-scale buildings serving tourist developments. Overcrowding, pollution due to 

traffic, noise and sign boards, using up green areas, traffic and parking problems, 

inadequate carrying capacity of infrastructures can be observed in Ku�adası. 

The history and the historic settlements are seen as products that can be 

marketed, sold and re-created for the tourist industry. Therefore, the transformations in 

historic settlements related to the expectations and perceptions of the visitors are 

observed recently “(Orba�lı 2000)”. It has been stated that, in many cases, the emphasis 

of conservation is on beautification of the external aspects of urban fabric components, 

which are street patterns, open spaces and facades of buildings rather than rehabilitation 

for the provision of better living environments for residents. This problem is observed 

in Ku�adası as well. The ‘life’as local distinctiveness of the place “(Orba�lı 2000)” has 

already been lost in Ku�adası center. Small workshops and crafts, which are the 

significant parts of distinctiveness of a place, are seen as a threat to the central areas of 

the touristic settlements “(Orba�lı 2000)”. All these developments have already taken 

place in Ku�adası. 

Nevertheless, tourism is not only a threat to the conservation of cultural heritage, 

but it is also an opportunity in order to be used as a source of development. 

But tourism can also make a contribution to cultural heritage through raising awareness, 

strengthening cross-cultural relationships, for releasing finances and investment previously 

unable for conservation of historic buildings and by occupying redundant buildings. “(Orba�lı 

2000)” 
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Tourism brings about changes in the lifestyle of a place with the help of vitality, 

and economic and cultural dynamism; and encourages mostly the preservation and 

conservation activities in here. 

 

Site Scale Decisions: 

The overall decisions on the basis of the site scale play an important role in 

maintaining the townscape value of historic urban morphology and space, and reducing 

the pressures on historic sites, which have fragile features, to avoid the environmental 

impacts. The possible major impacts on fragile environment caused by tourism have 

been identified in section Effects of Tourism on Ku�adası Case. If the restrictions on 

tourism are not managed sensibly, all of the desirable qualities of historic townscape 

face the danger of being permanently lost or damaged. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 

The former decisions at site scale are about pedestrianisation and transportation 

schemes. Many successful schemes have been in operation in Europe stopping through 

traffic and introducing pedestrianisation benefited both shoppers and shop-keepers. 

These schemes allow vehicular access in early morning and evening hours in the need 

of servicing. “(Orba�lı 2000)” A square/street used by vehicles is most likely to devalue 

the historic site by reducing the perception of its human scale value; whereas a 

pedestrianised square/street becomes a place to linger and somewhere to discover 

attractions, as well as a point of orientation. Therefore, Sanayi Street, which is one of 

the main axis of movement at the tannery site, is decided not to be fully pedestrianised; 

whereas the vehicle entry and parking can be discouraged and controlled by regulations. 

As a result; the whole tannery site has become a pedestrianised commercial district, 

with Sanayi Street as a wide lively street and two dead-end streets integrated, has 

created between two streams of traffic. Therefore, there will be two interfaces and links, 

which have to be carefully designed, between pedestrian and traffic zones. It has been 

stated that the disadvantages of the pedestrianisation schemes are the parking problems 

observed on the very close periphery of the pedestrianised zone and the restricted access 

for vehicles of the residents. “(Orba�lı 2000)” Within this frame in the case study, there 

are residential uses in the vicinity of the old tannery site, but there are no parking 

facilities. However, the possible parking problems can be solved by the introduction of 

dedicated parking locations whereby free bus services will be provided to reach the old 

tannery site by transferring on lighter local transportation systems. 

On the other hand, the pedestrianised zones also need to tie into transportation 

systems in order to be successful. Therefore, the existing arrival patterns to the old 
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tannery site, by walking or by public network of the town, have been determined to be 

sustained. The provision of two different pedestrian crossings and bus stops; positioned 

by the arrival junctions between Sanayi Street and Hükümet Street, and Sanayi Street 

and Hasan Reis Street; have been foresighted in order to link the site into the 

transportation network.  

The considerable townscape improvements in need of application are drainage 

and lightning systems to be overhauled, pavements to be renewed, the townscape 

pattern to be retained, and new buildings and design elements with new materials to be 

added. 

The structure and pattern belonging to the old tannery site with surface 

materials, the original composition of the tannery units and the original buildings with 

the original materials, wherever possible, are determined to be retained. However, the 

original street covering of the tannery site, recorded in 1984 measured drawings and 

photographs, has been replaced with asphalt which is contrast to the historic 

settlements. Therefore, the streets are determined to be covered with cobblestones in 

order to provide an acceptable texture and colour to the paving of roads. 

 

6.2. Re-use Preferences 
 

It has been claimed that, the number of cultural properties that continue the 

original function are very limited today except traditional houses and religious 

buildings. Moreover, most of the original functions could not exist in modern life as 

they are the reflections of a different life style, culture and different social, political and 

economic relations to the space. Evaluation of these cultural properties in the modern 

life without any interventions is impossible. “(Madran and Özgönül 2005)” In the case 

study, safeguarding the original function of the redundant tannery site could not be 

possible as raw leather production is not being applied any more by natural methods. 

Therefore, the site should be refunctioned with a different usage with the aim of 

enhancing the quality of place and ensuring its continuity as a desirable place to live. 

The old tannery site, in which one of the significant local productions of 

Ku�adası was carried out, can be refunctioned by cultural, commercial or residential 

uses just like the various cases. Determining a new function for a place concerns a 

series of inputs specific to the unique case. Within this frame, the former aim must be to 

determine the appropriate overall function in order to provide sustainability for the old 

tannery site which is abandoned at present. On the other hand, the individual usages for 
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each tannery unit must be clarified in a brief. The overall new function for the tannery 

site and usages for individual tanneries should be determined according to their self 

potentials analysed with the help of documentation process (See Chapter 5. Evaluation). 

These environmental and architectural inputs are analysed to determine the carrying 

capacity related to the new function at site scale and new usages at single building scale. 

On the other hand, the legal and economic analysis supported with facts based 

on social analysis, which are supported with observations, are mentioned below, 

respectively. Firstly, the tannery site was decided to be refunctioned with the residential 

or commercial facilities in the development plan decisions. The integration of the 

abandoned tannery site to Ku�adası is realized in a realistic manner in order to achieve 

the desired balance between tourism and the local life style.  

The cultural resource which was the sole reason for tourist arrival in Ku�adası 

has been continuously ruined as a result of the absence of forward planning. The human 

scale of the historic settlements was replaced with high blocks planned for the 

necessities of mass tourism. Therefore, the old tannery site, the abandoned building 

ensemble, is a significant economic potential for Ku�adası due to its location and 

modest design character based on human scale.  

In Ku�adası, although there are many different types and numbers of hotels that 

serve various tourist groups, shopping units do not exhibit diversification. It is 

necessary to re-create a prime commercial activity zone in the city. Today, the 

commercial district which is extensively visited in Ku�adası is Kaleiçi, a historic core in 

the modern town that surrounds it. It was one of the historical residential quarters of 

Ku�adası with two-storied houses, high courtyard walls and narrow streets. However, it 

is nearly not even noticed as an historic residential district by visitors due to the 

dominance of retail activity. As Orba�lı (2000) states, there are some conflicts, when 

transforming a residential quarter in to a commercial district in Islamic towns. 

 

First, the neighbourhood unit is not physically formed to accommodate such (commerce) 
activity, as it is typically a tight network of streets and cul-de-sacs with few public open spaces. 
Second, in residential quarters the ground level is used for access, and it is enclosed by high 
walls so as to ensure privacy in houses, with openings on the upper levels. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 

 

Such developments have occurred in Kaleiçi of Ku�adası. The physical fabric 

and townscape character of Kaleiçi have been ruined. The openings existing have been 

enlarged or new openings have been added in order to create shopwindows. The first 

floors could not have been used generally in accordance with commercial activities, 

only storage function or residential function. The public open spaces are very limited 
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and most of the streets are too narrow to spend time with some activities or gather there. 

They are only about passing through so as to reach the commercial shops. The narrow 

streets of Kaleiçi are barely visible as tourists overcrowd here. 

However, the potential of the preserved urban spatial layout constituted with the 

production units in the tannery site is more compatible with the desired commercial 

function compared to the urban spatial layout of Kaleiçi. The studied site, contrast to 

Kaleiçi, concerns considerable amount of void series. On the other hand, the old tannery 

site is also located within the boundaries of this highly transformed touristic town 

centre. Moreover, it is considered impossible to continue the leather production function 

here in name of surviving the local distinctive character of the place. In the historical 

layouts, leather production areas have been situated in the skirts of settlements because 

of sanitary reasons. On the other hand, the natural leather production methods are no 

more applied today. Therefore, the replacement of such production areas is a 

prerequisite, when rapid urban development takes place. 

In Ku�adası case, the old tannery site existing can serve the realistic continuation 

of leathering operation, as a part of the cultural heritage and one of the most significant 

occupations in Ku�adası beside carpentry and jewellery. Since there are many of leather 

shops in Kaleiçi, the commercial activity related to the various leather goods can be the 

overall function of the discussed site in order to ensure a balance between the local 

interests and the desires of visitors. On the other hand, re-creating a prime commercial 

activity zone becomes a means of diversifying tourism in Ku�adası to reduce the 

pressure on one single spot as Kaleiçi and create a new focus. Removing and relocating 

the leather shops from Kaleiçi will help to reduce pressures and distribute loads; 

however, at the same time the old tannery site, will become attractive by a means of 

dispersion strategy. 

 

Dispersion reduces pressure on a central attraction and potentially increases tourist time spent in 
a locality. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 

 

Consequently, it is desired firstly to recall the historic leather production 

concept. Local people of Ku�adası today gain their life through commercial activities 

related with tourism. Production of leather goods such as clothes, bags and masks can 

recall the once presence of natural leather production activity here. Job opportunities for 

the present locals of Ku�adası will be provided. In turn, a “contemporary living 

environment built up on qualities from the past” “(Orba�lı 2000)” will be created. 

Therefore, the created commercial district with the association of leather goods, 
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suggests different usages such as retail units, cultural activity units and leisure activity 

units together constituting a complex. On the other hand, retail function is preferred for 

the complex and small commercial units will be run by different individuals. 

 

The Brief:  

While the brief is being formed, the specific usages for individual tanneries are 

determined according to the evaluation of their self potentials. In other words, the 

potentials of the tannery units individually are taken into consideration in the formation 

of the brief. 

The commercial district concerns different facilities as: 

• commercial retail outlets (modern boutiques related to marketing leather 

goods), 

• cultural activity units (such as a leathering museum, workshops and 

exhibition units), 

• leisure activity units (cafes). (Figure B.95 and B.96) 

In Ku�adası, as a result of very hot climate, the commercial districts are visited 

at cooler hours of the afternoon till midnight. Since there are residential units in the 

neighbourhood of the old tannery site, the regulations about entertainment hours and 

sound level will be foresighted to prevent the residents to be disturbed through 

threatening the calm and privacy. 

 

Commercial retail outlets: ‘retail’means the sale of goods to ultimate 

consumers, usually in small quantities. It is seen as an opportunity for the conservation 

process in historic towns; as the smaller the units to be occupied are, the easier the 

historic buildings to be maintained. “(Orba�lı 2000)” 

Tannery unit one, tannery unit two, tannery building in unit five and tannery unit 

thirteen are determined to be refunctioned as commercial retail outlets for the use of 

companies having large budgets. The reasons for the preference of these four tannery 

units for this facility are both the location value they possess and their relatively small 

dimensions. 

 

Cultural activity units: There are different types of cultural activity units such 

as a leathering museum, workshops and exhibition units.  

It is determined that one of the tannery units, having the authenticity value at 

very high level, should be refunctioned as a museum for reminding and noticing the 
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traditional process of manufacturing leather carried out here. A museum often takes on 

a role of historic interpretation, which is a means of emphasizing the vital distinction 

between historical event and contemporary life, for the historic town. Therefore, tannery 

unit eleven, possessing full authenticity, is chosen as the leathering museum.  

Since “art and craft also reflect the self values of a place to the others” “(Orba�lı 

2000)”; the intrusion of workshops, locally based and related to the leather crafts which 

is nurtured in the area, are determined in order to create a dialogue between people and 

place. In these workshops, there can be hand-crafted goods out of leather for sale 

created as a result of the craft processes which are presented in specific tannery units. 

Tannery unit six, tannery unit seven, tannery unit ten and tannery unit twelve are 

determined to be refunctioned as workshops. The reasons for the preference of these 

four tannery units for this facility are their relatively small dimensions. 

In the open spaces, it is determined that the various types of leather goods 

having authentic, artistic or commercial value should be exhibited. Tannery unit two, 

tannery unit four and tannery unit eight, having the potential of the widest open spaces 

in the site, are determined to be refunctioned as exhibition units. In these tannery units, 

there can be extensions or new arcades. On the other hand, all the voids in the site 

concerns demountable exhibition elements including the leather goods for window 

shopping.  

 

Leisure activity units: The leisure activity units are preferred as cafes. 

The annex and the courtyard in unit five, tannery unit nine and the vacant lot are 

determined to be refunctioned as cafes since they have the potential of wider open 

spaces in order to spill out on to them. 

 

Design: 

All alterations and additions related to the new uses are determined within the 

frame of the theoretical necessities. (See section 6.3. Theoretical Scope).  

The existing entrances to the project site are provided from the eastern and 

western edges of Sanayi Street. On the other hand, a new entrance is created from 

Hasan Reis Street, from which the perceptibility of tannery buildings is attractive, 

through the courtyard of tannery unit four. (Figure B.95 and B.96) 

The integration and connection between the upper eastern part, in which two-

storied tannery buildings are located, and lower western part, in which one-storied 

tannery buildings are located, of the tannery are decided to be ensured by addition of 
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two staircases. Both of the staircases are located at the northern and southern sides of 

tannery unit eleven, one is designed in tannery unit fourteen and the other is designed in 

the courtyard of tannery unit twelve. There is only one elevator in tannery unit twelve 

for the elderly and disabled people. The public latrines of the site are constituted with 

the re-use of the annex in tannery unit one and the provision of basement floor in 

tannery unit eleven. The courtyards of the tannery units are integrated with each other 

with door openings in order to create centres for providing the entrances to the tannery 

buildings. The original site organization with reference to the historical topography is 

intended to be continued. However, elevated platforms are necessary additions, when 

integration of courtyards is decided as each courtyard possesses different ground levels. 

The new mass additions are proposed in tannery unit fourteen for the use of café 

and in tannery unit two for the uses of entrance and exhibition. In the courtyards, light 

superstructures in form of square modules and street furniture such as shopwindows, 

information panels, phone booths, benches (sitting groups), lightning elements and 

natural elements such as trees and pools are required in order to provide vitality for 

these open spaces. (Figure B.95, B.96, B.97, B.98 and B.99) 

 

6.3. Theoretical Scope 
 

It has been stated that restoration is not applied with the aim of an accurate re-

construction, it possesses contrasts affecting the application directly. These contrasts are 

resulted from the differences between the following concepts: original construction 

technique and modern construction technique, authentic environment and new 

environment, original function and new function, original structure and modern 

structure, and original aesthetic and modern aesthetic. “(Kuban 2000)” 

The interventions should be at minimum level with maximum efficiency and 

harmoniously formed with not only contemporary conservation theories but also 

contemporary architectural design principles. “(Kuban 2000, Madran and Özgönül 

2005)” 

Site and building scales will be discussed, respectively. 

 

Site Scale: 

It has been stated that some of the previous interventions have been applied 

without any functional and aesthetic sensibility. Cleaning, removal of unqualified 

elements, should be undertaken. “(Kuban 2000)” In the case study, the previous 
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unqualified interventions are additional masses, lean-to roofs, subspaces and partition 

walls, all types of additional building elements and materials such as plaster and 

whitewash belonging to the sheltering of poor people period. These are decided to be 

removed especially because they are damaging the original space and elevation 

potentials of the tannery units. (Figure B.100) 

The preservation of values is a prerequisite. “(Kuban 2000)” The original 

organization of open/semi-open/closed spaces should be respected in order to safeguard 

the spatial qualities of the property. “(Madran and Özgönül 2005)” In the study, values 

of the case such as closed open space relations and total space character of tannery 

buildings are decided to be preserved. Therefore, the original courtyards that are 

indispensable open spaces of tannery unit composition are safeguarded. (Figure B.101) 

The preservation of values is a prerequisite; however, change is a reality to be 

accepted as the history of the building should not be rejected. “(Kuban 2000)” If a 

historic site is intended to be lived in, there has to be change “(Schauer, 1990 quoted 

from Orba�lı 2000)”. Within this frame, the acceptance of change as an essential 

parameter is one of the basic principles for design approach. The existing data and new 

additions are integrated in the restoration design. As a result, remaining pieces of the 

collapsed tannery masses are decided to be frozen with their present potentials. 

However, the damaged architectural elements in the preserved building masses are 

reintegrated. For instance, the forms of damaged, diminished or filled openings are 

determined to be converted into their original situation. Finally, new mass additions and 

design elements are proposed, if they are necessary for creating a desired place. 

Anything new should be in sympathy with the original, but made using the 

contemporary crafts. The most significant decision within the limits of the 

contemporary trends is not to surpass the modest design characteristics of the site but to 

emphasize its values “(Latham 2000)”. The necessity of exhibition of the property itself 

should not be missed by over-loading with the new design elements and information 

foresighted by new function. Finally, the interventions should be distinctive and 

different from the old structures through the usage of contemporary construction 

techniques and materials. “(Article 9 and 12 in Charter of Venice 1964, Madran and 

Özgönül 2005)” In the study, structural elements possessing damages at high level. (See 

section 5.2.2.1. Structural Problems) are decided to be renewed with contemporary 

construction system and material in a distinctive manner instead of accurate 

reconstruction. Moreover, new mass additions and design elements such as arcades, 

half-stories, stairs and elevators and street furniture stemming from the requirements of 
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the new function are decided to be designed with the modern aesthetic manner. In other 

words, the overall architectural design is required to give priority to the modest 

characteristics of the historical design already existing. Therefore, these new design 

elements are designed in simplicity with the use of steel framed glass materials. The 

amount of them is limited not only with the functional needs but also with the carrying 

capacity of the tannery site. 

 

Single Building Scale: 

It has been stated that reintegration does not mean to return to the original 

statement completely. However, it is a kind of limited intervention such as completing a 

broken building component or a series of windows whose original form is known. 

“(Kuban 2000)” Within this frame, the construction details of the buildings existing 

such as balconies; window joineries, casings, railings and shutters; door frames, sashes 

and casings and floor openings with lattice work are decided to be reintegrated as they 

are repetitive elements. However, the missing construction details of the buildings are 

determined to be designed with contemporary materials in simplicity reflecting the 

present potentials of the buildings. On the other hand, the original facilities existing in 

the tannery units belonging to the tannery function such as pools, counters, wells, water 

channels, which possess minor damages, are determined to be reintegrated in order to be 

exhibited. Balustrades should be added for providing safety. However, the demolished 

ones, those whose only traces are left or the ones having severe damages are determined 

to be removed and cleaned, and then, emphasized with elevated floor levels or the uses 

of materials having different colours or textures. 

The technical facilities related to the new function should be designed not to 

damage the original spatial and structural characteristics of the property. “(Madran and 

Özgönül 2005)” In the case study, the latrine units are preferred not to be added into the 

tannery buildings. Therefore, some of the buildings existing at the site are decided to be 

refunctioned as public latrine spaces. 

The necessary interventions foresighted to be applied should be reversible and 

re-treatable. Moreover, during the intervention process, any of the buildings are 

required not be damaged. “(Madran and Özgönül 2005)” Within this frame in the case 

study, new mass additions and design elements should be designed as demountable and 

independent structures without any contact with old structures. 
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6.4. Structural Necessities 
 

All the interventions must be carefully considered in order to calibrate a general 

plan suitable to the actual problems of the historic sites. “(Croci 1998)” 

The redundant tannery site is in need of urgent rehabilitation and maintenance to 

survive. The structural problems at site scale cause some structural damages at single 

building scale. To avoid these problems, necessary precautions should be taken. On the 

other hand, the decisions on the basis of the single building scale play an important role 

in retaining the urban structure and pattern, and preserving and conserving the 

buildings. 

 

Site Scale: 

The structural problem observed at site scale is that capillary rise of moisture in 

walls of individual tannery units because of rising damp. Its causes should be examined 

in order to prevent rising damp. The second step is determined as installing a system of 

rainwater collection at the site, channelling and drainage to deal with surface water. 

Where these actions are not appropriate, the contact between the masonry and ground 

should be limited with vertical or horizontal waterproofing barriers. “(Croci 1998)” 

 

Single Building Scale: 

The existence of the opportunity about organization of the same forms with 

different materials should not mean to destroy the original structure. The structural 

material is renewed compatible with the aesthetic value, when the original structure 

does not do its duty. The building material does not have to be renewed unless aesthetic 

existence of form is damaged and there is a structural necessity, but consolidated with 

chemical methods. The interventions to the building material are applied in order to 

prevent loss of form and structural system of the building. “(Kuban 2000)” Within this 

frame, the structural components of the tannery units existing such as walls, floors, 

roofs and stairs are determined to be consolidated, if it is possible.  

 

Consolidation that is common for all restoration applications is not a type of restoration. It is 

minimum restoration. “(Kuban 2000)”  

 

The repair techniques required for the elements and materials of the structural 

systems are presented below for each tannery unit. 
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The efficiency of the rainwater systems on the roofs must be checked and if 

necessary, be increased. (tannery one, tannery two, tannery three, tannery four, tannery 

five, tannery six, tannery seven, tannery eight, tannery nine, tannery ten, tannery eleven, 

tannery twelve and tannery thirteen) 

After the laboratory analysis of construction materials of masonry walls such as 

stone, brick and mortar, reintegration of deteriorated regions on the surfaces of walls 

can be achieved with the construction materials having appropriate compositions. 

(tannery unit one, tannery unit two, tannery unit three, tannery unit four, tannery unit 

five, tannery unit six, tannery unit seven, tannery unit nine, tannery unit ten, tannery 

unit eleven, tannery unit twelve and tannery unit thirteen) 

The corners ensuring the structural connections between two walls are decided 

to be reinforced with timber tie-beams. It has been stated that these reinforcements are 

also a basic way to improve the overall strength of the structure with regard to 

horizontal forces and, in particular, to seismic actions. “(Croci 1998)” (tannery one, 

tannery nine and tannery thirteen) 

The decayed timber tie-beams used in the construction system of masonry walls 

and the decayed timber elements used in the floor and roof systems are decided to be 

replaced with new ones. (tannery one, tannery three, tannery four, tannery five, tannery 

seven, tannery eleven and tannery thirteen) 

To prevent the deflection of floor systems, new timber beams are decided to be 

added between the beams existing in order to divide the loads into half for each beam 

existing, which is the most known and applied method. (tannery unit one, tannery unit 

five and tannery unit eleven) 

To prevent the deflection and deformation of roof systems, new wood trusses are 

decided to be added between the trusses existing in order to divide the loads into half 

for each truss existing. (tannery one, tannery three, tannery six, tannery seven, tannery 

nine, tannery eleven and tannery twelve) 

The walls deformed permanently are decided to be strengthened using vertical 

bars or prestressed cables. On the other hand, if strengthening with this method is not 

possible, the walls are decided to be demolished and built in with the same material. 

(tannery unit seven and tannery unit eight) 

The masonry walls possessing minor cracks are decided to be consolidated by 

grout injection, which means to fill and consolidate the various cavities with a thin, 

coarse mortar to adjoin objects into a solid mass. However, the detailed characteristics 
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of the masonry and particularly the porosity data and the methods of injection should be 

analysed to get full benefit. “(Croci 1998)” (tannery four) 

On the other hand, the masonry walls possessing major cracks should be 

examined in detail in order to ascertain the depths and causes of these cracks, and the 

state of structural damage. After understanding the level of structural damage, it may be 

decided that these masonry walls, especially where the major vertical cracks have 

occurred close to the corners, are in need of reinforcement with steel bars. (tannery two, 

tannery four, tannery five, tannery six, tannery seven, tannery nine, tannery ten and 

tannery thirteen) 

To restore a segmental arch, which has been deformed permanently, it is decided 

to lift it so that it is converted into the former state, and then to be support by a steel bar. 

(tannery two) 

The rusted I-beams used in the construction of floor systems are decided to be to 

be replaced with new ones. (tannery three, tannery five and tannery eleven)  

The stains due to the intrusion of rust, and biological colonization and plant 

formation due to the deposition of soil on the surfaces of masonry walls are decided to 

be cleaned. (tannery unit three, tannery unit four, tannery unit five, tannery unit seven, 

tannery unit twelve and tannery unit thirteen) 

After the characterization of concrete casings of the doors in the laboratory, 

reintegration of deteriorated lower regions on the exterior surfaces can be achieved with 

the construction materials having appropriate compositions. (tannery one, tannery three 

and tannery eleven) 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Ku�adası is one of the historic coastal settlements in Turkey. On the other hand, 

it is one of the touristic towns. Today, the old tannery site, one of the historic quarters of 

Ku�adası, is a very significant potential for Ku�adası as it is situated within the 

boundaries of the town center as a result of the rapid urbanization. In the thesis, the 

refunctioning of the discussed site has been analysed within the frame of urban and 

architectural conservation principles as it is a quarter of the urban fabric. The aim of the 

thesis is to establish a way of surviving the streetscape morphology of the redundant site 

designed in human scale through conserving the individual tannery units. The necessary 

financial support is supplied by the financial potential of tourism as the role of tourism 

cannot be rejected in Ku�adası. To continue the survival of the redundant site, the 

potentials of the site and individual tannery units are evaluated in detail to ascertain new 

function based on tourism and form the refunctioning decisions. 

Leather production is the historical function of the site. The organization of the 

tannery units are closely related with this production process. To understand the distinct 

characteristics of the old tannery site and individual tannery units, the historic site have 

been surveyed in detail at site and single building scales. The architectural 

characteristics of the tannery units and the urban characteristics of the tannery site have 

been documented. The information about location of the site and arrival patterns, the 

circulation scheme within the site and the streetscape language and morphology at site 

scale; and the present spatial layouts, elevation and structural characteristics, and spatial 

alterations and structural damages of individual tannery units at single building scale 

have been surveyed, and described and analysed within the frame of documentation of 

tanneries. 

There is approximately fifteen minutes walking distance between the discussed 

site and historical core of Ku�adası. Therefore, the arrival patterns to the site is walking 

and public network system of the town. The streetscape morphology and fabric of old 

tannery site has been sustained partially with minor additions or losses. The most 

obvious opportunity of the site at first sight is that there is no additional mass out of 

scale. The tannery site is divided into two zones as western and eastern according the 

number of stories that tannery buildings possess considering the existence of the coast at 
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the west. One-storied tanneries (7 of 13: tan 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13) are placed on the 

western zone, whereas two-storied tanneries (6 of 13: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 11) are placed 

on the eastern zone. All the tannery units were designed in adjacent order at the site. (13 

of 13) The types of roof systems existing are generally gable roofs. (9 of 10: tan 1, 3, 6, 

7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13) One of tannery buildings has a hipped roof. (1 of 10: tan 5) The 

entrance to the tannery unit is generally provided with the only entrance from the street 

to the building. (10 of 13: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and12) There is only one tannery 

unit whose entrance is provided from the street to the courtyard. (1 of 13: tan 13) 

However, there are two tannery units possessing two entrances from the streets to the 

building and courtyard. (2 of 13: tan 5 and 11) The additional masses added into the 

tannery units are not considered in the generalizations mentioned above. 
The urban elements observed at the site are tannery buildings and courtyards, as 

indispensable elements of the tannery unit, and annexes, semi-open spaces and latrines. 

If the unit composition is constituted with the integration of only tannery building and 

courtyard, the tannery buildings are generally oriented to the west and courtyards to the 

east. (8 of 9: tan 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 12) There is only one example contrast to this 

situation as the tannery building is oriented to the south and courtyard to the north in the 

unit composition. (1 of 9: tan11) If there is an annex in the unit composition, the tannery 

building is oriented to the west, the annex to the east and the courtyard is placed 

between these two buildings. (2 of 2: tan 1 and 5) If there is a semi-open space in the 

unit composition, the tannery is oriented to the west, the courtyard is to the east and 

semi-open space is to the south. (2 of 2: tan 9 and13) The latrines of the tannery site are 

generally missing. (11 of 13) If there is a latrine in the unit composition, it is placed at 

northeastern or southeastern corner attached to the eastern courtyard wall. (2 of 2: tan 7 

and 13) The generalizations mentioned above are made considering the original states 

of the units. 

Most of the tannery buildings have quadrilateral plan (11 of 12: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7, 10, 11, 12 and 13), whereas one of them has squarish plan (tan 9). Most of the 

tanneries existing have lost their total space character completely (7 of 13: tan 2, 4, 7, 8, 

9, 10 and 12); however, some of the tanneries existing have total space character (4 of 

11: tan 1, 6, 11 and 13) and in some of the tanneries the total space character can be still 

perceived at present (2 of 11: tan 3 and 5) 

Elevations of two-storied tannery buildings are designed in simplicity with no 

ornamentation. The rubble stone and brick construction of the walls are generally 

exposed without any plastering. (5 of 6: tan 1, 2, 3, 4 and 11) Since the elevations are 
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exposed without any plastering, material qualities of each building element are legible 

with their natural textures and colours. As a result, a harmonious combination of 

cutstone, rubblestone, brick, timber and concrete can be followed in the elevation 

organizations. However, elevations of one-storied tannery buildings have been covered 

with additional plaster or whitewash totally or partially. (6 of 6: tan 6, 7, 9, 10, 12 and 

13) 

The tannery buildings possess opening series on two, three or all elevations. 

Most of the tannery buildings possess opening series on three elevations. (5 of 13: tan 2, 

4, 9, 10 and 13) Some tannery buildings possess opening series on only two elevations 

(4 of 13: tan 6, 7, 8 and 12), but some tannery possess opening series on all elevations 

(4 of 13: tan 1, 3, 5 and 11) Most of the tannery buildings possess the entrance opening 

in the middle of the entrance elevation, if there is an entrance opening provided from 

the tannery building itself. (11 of 12: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12) However, 

one of the tannery buildings possesses the entrance opening close to the northwestern 

corner. (1 of 12: tan9) There is no entrance opening provided from the tannery building 

in one tannery unit. (1 of 13: tan 13) Most of the tannery buildings possess rectangular 

window openings (10 of 12: tan1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13), whereas two of them 

possess segmental arched window opening (2 of 2: tan 2 and 5). Most of the tannery 

buildings possess rectangular door openings (11 of 12: tan1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 

and 13), whereas one of them possess segmental arched door opening (1 of 12: tan 5). 

There are renewed balconies existing on some of the two-storied tanneries as elevation 

elements at the site. (2 of 6: tan 1 and 3) Most of the tannery buildings have pediments 

on the narrow elevations due to the gable roof system (10 of 12: tan 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 

11, 12 and 13), whereas two of them do not have due to the hipped roof system. There 

are gable windows on these pediments for air circulation (6 and 9: 1, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 

13). Most of the tannery buildings possess eave course(s) under roof systems out of 

stone or brick (9 of 13: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 11 and 13), five of them possess eave 

course(s) out of stone (5 of 13: tan1, 3, 4, 11 and 13) and four of them possess eave 

course(s) out of brick (5 of 13: tan 2, 5, 6 and 9). 

The traditional spatial character and the traditional architectural elements of the 

old tanneries have been altered especially after the abandonment of tannery site and 

installation of different uses into the tannery units. The original characteristics of the old 

tanneries started to be destructed gradually by the additions of building masses, 

subspaces, partition walls and other building elements in an unqualified workmanship. 

The most severe spatial alterations observed at the site are addition of a building mass 
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into the courtyards, division of the tannery lots into cellular units, addition of subspaces 

into the tannery units and destruction of the original circulation scheme in the tannery 

unit. There are additional masses in the courtyards adjacent to the courtyard elevations 

of the tannery buildings damaging the open space character of courtyard and reducing 

the perception of the original elevation character of the tannery. (3 of 13: tan 4, 11 and 

12) On the other hand, semi-open spaces have the same effect on the tannery units. (2 of 

13: tan 9 and 13) Most of the tannery units are divided into cellular units (8 of 13: tan 2, 

4, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 13); however, only in one of them (tan 12), both the tannery and the 

courtyard are divided. Although in three of them, only the tannery buildings are divided 

(tan 7, 9 and 10); in three of them, only the courtyards are divided (tan 2, 11 and 13). 

The addition of subspaces into the tannery unit is observed at almost half of the units. 

(2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 9); however, only in one of them (tan 5), the subspaces are added both 

in the tannery and the courtyard. Although in two of them, the subspaces are only added 

into the tannery (tan 2 and 3); in three of them, they are only added into the courtyard 

(tan 3, 7 and 9). The original circulation schemes are destructed in five of the tannery 

units by filling of the original door openings. (5 of 11: tan 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13) In most 

of the tannery units, the original facilities belonging to the tannery phase is destructed 

and there is no tannery unit that possessing the whole original facilities both in the 

tannery and in the courtyard. However, there is one example possessing the original 

facilities in the tannery (1 of 13: tan 11) and there is another example possessing the 

original facilities in the courtyard (1 of 13: tan 6). 

The tannery walls existing are built in rubble stone masonry, brick masonry or 

rubble stone and brick masonry. Most of the tannery walls are built in rubble stone 

masonry system (6 of 12: tan 3, 4, 7, 11, 12 and 13). On the other hand, the walls of 

four tanneries are built in rubble stone and brick together (4 of 12: tan 1, 2, 5 and 10), 

whereas the walls of two tanneries are built in brick masonry (2 of 12: tan 6 and 9). The 

annex walls existing are built in rubble stone masonry. (2 of 2: tan 1 and 5) The 

courtyard walls existing are built in rubble stone masonry or brick masonry. Most of the 

courtyard walls are built in rubble stone masonry system (11 of 13: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 

10, 11, 12 and 13), whereas there are courtyard walls built in brick masonry. (2 of 13: 

tan 6 and 7) Most of the ground floor coverings in the tannery buildings are out of 

concrete (10 of 12: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11 and 12), whereas there are additional 

ground floor coverings out of mosaic tile in the tannery buildings (2 of 12: tan 7 and 

13). Most of the first floor systems existing are constituted with I-beams as main beams 

settled transversely and crossing timber beams as secondary beams and covered with 
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wood plank in tannery buildings (3 of 4: tan 3, 5 and 11). However, there is a tannery 

building with both main and secondary beams are out of timber and the first floor 

system is covered with wood plank. (1 of 4: tan 1) All roof systems are constituted with 

wood trusses settled transversely. (10 of 13: tan 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13) Most 

of the existing roof coverings of tannery buildings are marseilles tiles (7 of 10: tan 1, 3, 

5, 6, 7, 9 and 13). On the other hand, there are marseilles tiles as roof coverings of two 

tannery buildings (2 of 10: tan10 and 11) and corrugated asbestos board as roof 

coverings of one tannery building (1 of 10: tan12).  
The most severe structural damages observed at the site are collapses of the 

structural systems of tanneries/annexes/courtyards, major cracks on the wall systems 

and permanent deformation of roof systems. In one of the tannery buildings, all 

structural systems have collapsed totally (1 of 13: tan 8); however, in two of the tannery 

buildings (2 of 13: tan 2 and 4) and in all of the annexes (2 of 2: tan 1 and 5) the floor 

and roof systems have collapsed totally and the wall system has collapsed partially. In 

one of the tanneries, only the wall system has been collapsed partially (1 of 13: tan 12); 

and in four of the tannery units, the courtyard walls have been collapsed partially (4 of 

13: tan 3, 4, 7 and 8). The major cracks on the wall systems of the tannery units are 

observed in eight tannery units. (8 of 13: tan 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 13) There are major 

cracks on tannery walls (7 of 13: tan 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10 and 13), annex walls (1 of 2: tan 5) 

and courtyard walls (3 of 13: tan5, 6 and 7). There is permanent deformation on the roof 

systems of two tanneries. (2 of 10: tan 5 and 9)  

To understand the original characteristics of the old tannery site and individual 

tannery units, the restitution drawings have been prepared at site scale and single 

building scale. Two phases of restitution have been ascertained as the phase of 1940s 

and the phase of 1960s. The original compositions of tannery units are deciphered in the 

phase of 1940s, whereas the final compositions of tannery units considering later 

additions are deciphered in the phase of 1960s. The phase of 1940s is decided to be 

more valuable than the phase of 1960s since the construction techniques and material 

usages of the additional urban elements related to 1960s have lower quality; thus, they 

are mostly unqualified. On the other hand, these additions such as building masses and 

semi-open spaces devalue the original solid-void balance of the tannery site.  

Restitution discussion has been broadened with the determination of sources and 

the related reliability levels. These sources are inventory sheets of listed tanneries dated 

1984 enriched with photographs, description reports and key plan drawings, old map 

illustrating the site organisation in 1/200 scale, site elevations, sections and plans in 
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1/200 scale documented in 1984; the information coming from the building itself with 

traces, the comparative study results within the site and within the building itself, and 

the interviews with the old leather masters of the studied tanneries. Finally, the 

reliability decision of each restitution element has been formed and four groups of 

reliability such as very high reliability, high reliability, reliability at moderate level and 

low reliability have been determined. In the case study, the basic urban elements 

restituted to the phase of 1940s are tannery buildings, annexes, courtyards and latrines. 

The high reliable restitutions are for completion of tannery buildings (3 of 13: tan 2, 4, 8 

and three more tannery units demolished), completion of annexes (2 of 2: tan 1 and 5), 

and removal of semi-open spaces (2 of 13: tan 9 and 13) and removal of additional 

masses (3 of 13: tan 4, 11 and 12) in order to complete the original courtyard. The low 

reliable restitution is addition of latrines (7 of 13: tan 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 10 and 12). The urban 

elements restituted to the phase of 1960s are semi-open spaces and additional masses. 

The high reliable restitutions are for completion of additional masses (1 of 2: tan 12), 

completion of annexes (1 of 2: tan 5), and addition of semi-open spaces (2 of 4: tan 5 

and 6). The reliability level of original building elements, facilities and construction 

details restituted are differentfor each tannery unit.  

Evaluation is the indispensable process for a desired refunctioning project. In the 

evaluation process, the values and problems related to the tannery site and individual 

tanneries are discussed. To examine the values and problems, which are specific to the 

case, the results of the documentation and restitution processes are analysed and 

evaluated. If the total value of the site is explained in one sentence, the tannery site, 

which is placed in the boundaries of town center, is unique in Ku�adası and it is a part 

of historic urban fabric with its individual tannery units constituting an ensemble. The 

old tannery site has suffered from the rapid urban developments taking place in 

Ku�adası. Therefore, the center of the town has being spread through the old tannery 

site endangering its existence by surrounding the site with high blocks. On the other 

hand, after the decision about the transformation of the production site into a residential 

and commercial district has been taken, the necessary financial support for the 

transformation has not been supplied by national budgets. Most of the individual 

tannery units are used for different purposes such as house, warehouse or disco-bar 

damaging the original character of the tannery site with their related additional 

elements. 

In the evaluation process of the individual tanneries, the overall values and 

problems at single building scale are listed and each tannery unit is analysed in 
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comparison with the other tannery units to form the groups of similar characteristics. As 

a result, the value groups are identified as urban value, perceptibility value and 

authenticity value and problem groups are identified as structural problem and spatial 

problem. The number of the tannery units possessing urban value at high level (5 of 13: 

tan 1, 3, 6, 7 and 10) is equal to the number of the tannery units possessing urban value 

at low level (5 of 13: tan 2, 4, 8, 11 and 12), whereas the number of the tannery units 

possessing urban value at moderate level (3 of 13, tan 5, 9 and 13) is limited. Most of 

the tannery units possess perceptibility value at low level (7 of 13: tan 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 

and 12); however, some of the tannery units possess perceptibility value at moderate 

level (4 of 13: tan 2, 3, 4 and 5) and the tannery units left possess perceptibility value at 

high level (2 of 13, tan: 1 and 13) One of the tanneries possesses the authenticity value 

at very high level. (tan 1) Most of the tanneries possess authenticity value at high level 

(5 of 13: tan 1, 3, 5, 6 and 13); however, some of the tannery units possess authenticity 

value at moderate level (4 of 13: tan 7, 9, 10 and 12) and some of the tanneries possess 

authenticity value at low level (2 of 13: tan 2 and 4). Finally, one of the tanneries has 

totally lost the authenticity value as it is collapsed. (tan 8) The number of the tannery 

units possessing structural damages at fullest level (4 of 13: tan 1, 3, 6, 7 and 10) is 

equal to the number of the tannery units possessing structural damages at high level (4 

of 13: tan 2, 4, 8, 11 and 12). Three of the tannery units left possess structural damages 

at moderate level (3 of 13: tan 3, 11 and 13) and two of them possess structural damages 

at low level (2 of 13: tan 6 and 9). On the other hand, most of the tannery units possess 

spatial alterations at moderate level. (6 of 13: tan 3, 7, 9, 10, 11 and 13) The number of 

tannery units possessing spatial alterations at fullest level (3 of 13: tan 8, 5 and 4) is 

equal to the number of tannery units possessing spatial alterations at high level (3 of 13: 

tan 1, 2 and 12). The left tannery unit possesses spatial alterations at low level (tan 6). 

In the application project prepared for the tannery site by Göç-Tur Firm, 

employer preferences play an important role for clarifying the new function: hotel. 

However, in the proposal phase within the frame of the thesis, a more appropriate 

function has been considered as a result of documentation, research and evaluation 

processes. The proposal phase involves deciphering of urban requirements, discussions 

of re-use of the tannery site and detailed brief for the determined function, theoretical 

necessities of intervention decisions, and structural necessities of individual tanneries. 

In the urban requirements, walking through the coastal pavement alongside Hükümet 

Street has been determined as the former arrival pattern from Kaleiçi to the tannery site. 

The public network of the town provided from Hasan Reis Street has been determined 
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as the secondary arrival pattern. As a result of the re-use preferences, it is desired firstly 

to recall the historic leather production concept; on the other hand, the balance between 

the local needs and visitor interests is desired to be established through refunctioning of 

the site as a commercial district for touristic purposes. Today, local people living in 

Ku�adası gain their life through commerce related to tourism. Moreover, commerce of 

leather products is one of the most significant commercial activities in here. The type of 

commerce proposed for the old tannery site may make it one of the most desired spots 

in Ku�adası reducing extreme loads in Kaleiçi. Moreover, the idea of proposing 

independent retail function in each tannery unit will help the continuation of the unitary 

organization of the area. The additional masses proposed will increase the architectural 

and also use value of the site. The proposed functions will not give way to formation of 

subspaces that will ruin the total space character of the tannery buildings. As a result, 

tannery units are determined to be refunctioned as commercial retail outlets (4 of 13: tan 

1, 2, 5 and 13), cultural activity units (8 of 13: tan 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12) and 

leisure activity units (2 of 13: tan 5, 9 and the vacant lot). Four of the tannery units are 

determined to be refunctioned as commercial retail outlets. (4 of 13: tan 1, 2, 5 and 13) 

One of the tannery units are determined to be refunctioned as the leathering museum. 

(tan 11) Four of the tannery units are determined to be refunctioned as workshops. (4 of 

13: tan 6, 7, 10 and 12) Three of the tannery units are determined to be refunctioned as 

exhibition units. (3 of 13: tan 2, 4 and 8) Two of the tannery units and the vacant lot are 

determined to be refunctioned as cafes. (2 of 13: tan 5, 9 and the vacant lot) Although 

theoretical necessities clarified are valid for each tannery unit, the structural necessities 

are differentiated for each tannery unit. The basic structural necessities discussed in the 

case study are preventing the capillary rise of moisture in walls (13 of 13), checking of 

the efficiency of the rainwater systems (13 of 13), ascertaining the appropriate 

compositions of walls ( 13 of 13), reinforcement of the corners (3 of 13: tan 1, 9 and 

13), replacement of the decayed timber beams (7 of 13: tan 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11 and 13), 

prevention of the deflections of floor and roof systems (8 of 13: tan 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11 

and 12), strengthening masonry walls (11 of 13: tan 2, 4, 5, ,6 ,7 ,8 ,9 ,10, 11, 12 and 

13), replacement of the rusted I-beams (3 of 13: tan 3, 5 and 11), cleaning of the wall 

surfaces (6 of 13: tan 3, 4, 5, 7, 12 and 13). 

As a result, the tannery site documenting the traditional leather production 

process has been surveyed, analysed and evaluated. The data collection and processing 

methodologies proposed in this thesis have given way to sound evaluation of the 

tannery site. The proposal of Göç-Tur Firm based on employer preferences has been 
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critisized and an alternative conservation approach has been developed. Refunctioning 

of the tannery site as a touristic commercial district recalling the concept of leather is a 

valid approach that can be evaluated within the frame of traditional continuity. In turn, 

the tannery site will continue its survival so that it can be appreciated by future 

generations as part of the built cultural heritage. 
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Figure A.1. 1984 measured drawings 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 



 208 

 
 

Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 



 212 

 
 

Figure A.1. (Continued) 



 213 

 
 

Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 
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Figure A.1. (Continued) 



 
220 

 

Figure A.2. Example of front side of 1984 inventory sheet 
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Figure A.3. Example of back side of 1984 inventory sheet 
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DRAWINGS OF THE STUDIED TANNERIES 
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Figure B.1. Site plan measured drawing of the tannery site in Ku�adası, Aydın 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure B.2. Site section A-A measured drawing of the tannery site 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 

 
 

Figure B.3. Site section B-B measured drawing of the tannery site 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 

 
Figure B.4. Site section C-C measured drawing of the tannery site 
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure B.5. Site section D-D measured drawing of the tannery site 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 

 

 

 

Figure B.6. Site section E-E measured drawing of the tannery site 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur documentation project 2005) 
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Figure B. 7. The variations in the relation of tannery unit and street entrance 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B. 8. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit  one  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 



 
231 

       

 
     

Figure B. 9. First floor plan measured drawing of tannery one  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.10. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery one 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.11. First floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery one 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.12. Section A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery one  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.13 Section C-C and section D-D measured drawings of tannery one 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.14. Western and northern elevation measured drawings of tannery one  
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.15. Eastern and southern elevation measured drawings of tannery one  
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.16. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit two  
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.17. Section A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery two  
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 



 
240 

      
               
                   

Figure B.18. Southern and eastern elevation measured drawings of tannery two  
(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.19. Ground  floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit three  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.20. First floor plan measured drawing of tannery three  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.21. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery three  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.22. First floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery three 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.23. Section A-A measured drawing of tannery three  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.24. Western and eastern  elevations and section B-B measured drawings of tannery three 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.25. Northern elevation measured drawing of tannery three 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.26. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit four  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.27. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery unit four 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.28. Section A-A measured drawing of tannery unit four  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.29. Section B-B, and western and eastern elevation measured drawings of tannery four 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.30. Sothern elevation measured drawing of tannery four and eastern elevation measured drawing of additional mass  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.31. Ground floor  plan measured drawing of tannery unit five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B. 32. First floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit  five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.33. Ground floor  ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery unit five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.34. First floor  ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.35. Section A-A and section C-C measured drawings of tannery five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.36. Section B-B measured drawing of tannery unit five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.37. Western and northern elevation measured drawings of tannery unit five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.38. Southern elevation measured drawing of tannery unit five 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.39. Ground floor plan and ground floor ceiling  plan measured drawings of tannery unit six 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.40. Section A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery unit six 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.41 Western, eastern and southern elevation measured drawings of tannery unit six 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.42. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit seven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B. 43. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery unit  seven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.44. Sectian A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery unit seven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.45. Western, eastern and northern  measured drawings of tannery unit seven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.46. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit eight 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.47. Ground floor plan drawing of tannery unit nine 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.48. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery unit nine  

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.49. Section A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery nine 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.50. Western, eastern, northern and southern elevation measured drawings of tannery unit nine 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 



 
273 

  

Figure B.51. Ground floor plan and ground floor ceiling  plan measured drawings of tannery unit ten 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.52. Section and elevation measured drawings of tannery unit ten 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.53. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B. 54. First floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit  seven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 



 
277 

 

Figure B.55. Ground and first floor ceiling plan measured drawings of tannery unit eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.56. Section A-A and section B-B measured drawings of tannery eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.57. Section C-C measured drawing of tannery unit eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.58. Western and eastern measured drawings of tannery unit eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.59. Northern and southern elevation  measured drawings of tannery eleven 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.60. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit twelve 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.61.First floor plan measured drawing of additional mass in the courtyard 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.62. Ground floor ceiling  plan measured drawing of tannery unit twelve 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.63. Section and elevation measured drawings of tannery unit twelve 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.64. Ground floor plan measured drawing of tannery unit thirteen 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.65. Ground floor ceiling plan measured drawing of tannery unit thirteen 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.66. Section measured drawings of tannery unit thirteen 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.67. Elevation measured drawings of tannery unit thirteen 

(Source: reorganized from Göç-Tur project 2005) 
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Figure B.68. “Urban elements” map of the tannery units 



 
291 Figure B.69. “Storey system” map of the tannery buildings  



 
292 Figure B.70. “Roof plans” map of the tannery buildings 



 
293 Figure B.71. “Presence of architectural elements” map of the tannery buildings 



 
294 Figure B.72. “Construction system” map of the tannery units 



 
295 Figure B.73. “Solids and voids” map of the tannery units 
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Figure B.74. Site plan restitution drawing of tannery site 
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Figure B.75. Plan restitution drawings of tannery unit one 
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Figure B.76. Section, elevation and construction detail restitution drawings of tannery unit one 
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Figure B.77. Restitution drawings of tannery unit two 
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Figure B.78. Restitution drawings of tannery unit three 
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Figure B.79. Restitution drawings of tannery unit four 
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Figure B.80. Plan restitution drawings of tannery unit five 
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Figure B.81. Section, elevation  and construction detail restitution drawings of tannery unit five 
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Figure B.82. Restitution drawings of tannery unit six 
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Figure B.83. Restitution drawings of tannery unit seven 
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Figure B.84. Restitution drawings of tannery unit eight 
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Figure B.85. Restitution drawings of tannery unit nine 
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Figure B.86. Restitution drawings of tannery unit ten 
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Figure B.87 Restitution drawings of tannery unit eleven 
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Figure B.88. Restitution drawings of tannery unit twelve 
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Figure B.89. Restitution drawings of tannery unit thirteen 
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Figure B.90. “Originality of solid-void organization” map of the tannery units 
 



 
313 Figure B.91. “Level of perceptibility” map of the tannery units 



 
314 Figure B.92. “Level of originality” map of the tannery buildings 



 
315 Figure B.93. “Level of spatial alterations” map of the tannery units 



 
316 Figure B.94. “Level of structural damage” map of the tannery units 
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Figure B.95. 0.00 level plan proposal drawing for the tannery site 
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Figure B.96. + 3.90 level plan proposal drawing for the tannery site 
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Figure B.97. +6.90 level plan proposal drawing for the tannery site 
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Figure B.98. +11.00 level plan proposal drawing for the tannery site 
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Figure B.99. Site section proposaldrawings for the tannery site 

 



 
322 Figure B.100. ”Elements to be removed” map of the tannery units 



 
323 Figure B.101. ”Original elements” map of the tannery units 

 


