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ABSTRACT 

 
DEVELOPMENT OF DRUG-LOADED MICROBUBBLES 

FOR IN-VITRO APPLICATIONS IN CANCER CELL BIOLOGY 

 
Doxorubicin (DOX) is one of the drugs for cancer therapy. When DOX is used 

in solution, it affects not only the cancer cells but also the healthy cells. In order to 

eliminate possible side effects, DOX was encapsulated within liposomes and applied for 

the cancer therapy. Because the circulation time for liposomes is longer in the body, 

they accumulate in capillaries, especially at the finger tips and at the toe of the foot 

called the hand-and-foot syndrome. Here, we proposed to couple the liposomes 

containing DOX with the microbubbles as the ultrasound contrast agent and deliver the 

drug to the area of interest. Therefore, DOX was loaded within the liposomes and 

characterized for their DOX contents. The DOX containing liposomes were conjugated 

with microbubbles through the avidin-biotin chemistry. It was found that the loaded-

DOX content within the liposomes was Langmuir-type. The loaded DOX content 

increased at lower DOX concentrations and leveled off at higher DOX concentrations. 

The Langmuir constants can be used in designing DOX loading experiments. The DOX 

containing liposomes were coupled with the microbubbles and found an optimum of 7.0 

for the avidin/biotin mole ratio on the microbubbles. At the optimum avidin/biotin ratio, 

the conjugated lipo-DOX amount was 3×10-8 μg-DOX/MB. It was concluded that the 

DOX molecules can be loaded within the liposomes and easily conjugated with the 

microbubbles and employed in cancer treatments.  
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ÖZET 

 
KANSER HÜCRE BİYOLOJİSİNDE IN-VITRO UYGULAMALAR İÇİN 

İLAÇ YÜKLÜ MİKROKÖPÜKÇÜKLERİN GELİŞTİRİLMESİ 

 
Doksorubisin (DOX), kanser tedavisinde kullanılan ilaçlardan bir tanesidir. 

DOX çözelti olarak kullanıldığı zaman sadece kanser hücrelerini değil aynı zamanda 

sağlıklı hücrelere de zarar verir. DOX’un olası zararlı yan etkilerini ortadan kaldırmak 

için DOX lipozomların içerisine hapsedilir ve kanser tedavisinde kullanılır. 

Lipozomların vücut içerisinde dolaşım süresi uzun olduğu için lipozomlar kılcal 

damarlarda toplanır. Özellikle parmak uçlarında ve ayak parmaklarında toplandığı için 

el-ayak sendromu olarak adlandırılan bir hastalığa sebep olur. Bu problemden yola 

çıkarak DOX içeren lipozomların ultrason kontrast ajanı olan mikroköpükçüklerle 

birleştirilmesi ve ilgili bölgeye ilacın salınımının yapılması tasarlandı. Bu sebeple DOX, 

lipozomların içerisine yüklendi ve DOX içeriği karakterize edildi. Daha sonra DOX 

yüklü lipozomlar, avidin-biyotin kimyası kullanılarak mikroköpükçükler ile birleştirildi. 

Lipozomların içerisine yüklenmiş olan DOX miktarının Langmuir tipi bir bağıntıya 

uyduğu bulundu. Yüklenmiş olan DOX, düşük DOX konsantrasyonlarında artış 

gösterirken yüksek DOX konsantrasyonlarında bir sabitlenme gösterdi. Benzer sonuçlar 

farklı lipozom konsantrasyonlarında da gözlendi. Langmuir sabitlerinin DOX yükleme 

deneylerinin tasarımında kullanılabileceği düşünüldü. DOX yüklü lipozomlar, 

mikroköpükçüklerle birleştirildi ve bu birleşimde avidin/biyotin mol oranının optimum 

7.0 olduğu bulundu. Optimum avidin/biyotin oranında mikroköpükçüklerle 

birleştirilmiş DOX yüklü lipozomlar (lipo-dox) 3×10-8μg-DOX/MB olarak bulundu. 

Sonuç olarak, DOX molekülleri lipozomların içerisine başarılı bir şekilde yüklendi, 

kolayca mikroköpükçüklerle birleştirildi ve kanser tedavisinde kullanılmak üzere 

hazırlanmış oldu.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Modern medical sciences have developed “smart drugs for targeted therapy”. 

These drugs targeted the cancer cells with high success rates and extended the lifetime 

without severe side effects. Targeted smart drugs are produced by using liposomes 

which are biocompatible and displaying similarities with biological membranes. The 

side effects of anti-cancer agents are therefore reduced by the liposome technology. 

Encapsulation of cytotoxic drugs into the liposomes has prevented their metabolic 

degradation and increased the curative effect.1 For pharmaceutical production, 

doxorubicin hydrochloride (DOX-HCl) has generally been used to treat breast cancer. 

DOX-HCl is an anthracycline antibiotic and amphipathic molecule. However, DOX is 

toxic and causes cardiac damage if its amount used is higher than 550 mg/m2. Also, 

when DOX is used in its free form, it does not only affect the cancer cells but also the 

healthy cells. In order to decrease the side effects of the free drugs, liposomes were used 

to encapsulate the drugs for a new drug design. 2, 3 

Liposomes have been used to trap and deliver drugs for the treatment of 

diseases.  However, because the lifetime of a liposomal drug is longer in the body, it 

accumulates in the capillaries especially on the tips of fingers and toes. Therefore, it is 

called hand and foot syndrome. It was proposed that if the liposomes were conjugated 

with the microbubbles and targeted to the cancer cells, they can be directly delivered to 

the area of interest with the limited harm to the body. The accumulation of drugs can 

also be monitored by oscillating the microbubbles as the ultrasound contrast agent under 

ultrasound. Therefore, it was aimed in this thesis to load DOX within liposomes, 

conjugate them with microbubbles, and characterize them for cancer treatments.    
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE SURVEY 

2.1. Cancer and Treatment 

Cancer is a community health problem in all over the world. The most common 

cancer types are lung, colon, breast, prostate, stomach, and liver.4 Cancer statistics show 

that the incidence of cancer types depends on the gender. Lung and prostate cancers are 

the most common cancer types in men and breast cancer is the most common cancer 

type in women. Cancer is simply a disease which is defined as uncontrolled cell 

proliferation, loss of apoptosis (programmed cell death), metastasis, and angiogenesis.5 

There are ten hallmarks about cancer cells such as replicative immortality, genome 

instability, evading growth suppression, sustained proliferation, resist cellular death, 

altered metabolism, avoiding immune destruction, tumor-promoting inflammation, 

angiogenesis, and activation of invasion and metastasis.6  

The term “cancer” comes from Greek as “karkinos” which is synonym for 

“crab”. The Greek physicians Hippocrates and Galen resembled some tumors to a crab 

with swollen veins along the skin. Later, this term evolved to the Latin term “cancer” 

which corresponds to crab. Cancer is also referred to as tumor and sometimes 

neoplasm.7 Cancers can be divided sub-groups according to their origin of tissue.5 There 

are four main types of cancers: Carcinoma arises in epithelial tissue that is found in the 

internal and external lining of the body. Adenocarcinomas are the most common form 

of cancer, and they develop in an organ or gland such as prostate cancer, breast cancer, 

and liver cancer. Squamous cell carcinomas are a malignant tumor, and they develop in 

the squamous epithelium of organs which are skin, bladder, esophagus, and lung. 

Sarcoma arises from connective tissue that is found in bones, tendons, cartilage, muscle, 

and fat. This form of cancer accounts for less than 10% of all cancers. Leukemia is a 

blood cancer that originates in the bone marrow. Lymphoma develops in the lymph 

system which is a vital part of the immune system.8  
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A normal cell divides only when a chemical signal stimulates it. These signals 

are interpreted in the nucleus. When the chemical signals stimulate the cells, they 

reproduce their genetic information and divide into two identical daughter cells. This 

process is called mitosis. These signals also stop dividing the cell to prevent occurring 

many cells. But, in cancer cells, the sick cells do not receive the chemical signals and 

continue dividing for an uncontrolled growth. A cancer cell is similar to a normal cell in 

regulation of cell proliferation, cell survival, and cellular communication. In a normal 

cell, any DNA replication error ends up in programmed cell death or apoptosis. But, in a 

cancer cells, a similar DNA replication error may be insensitive to the sick cells which 

can further divide and pass on the daughter cells. This mutation causes the 

differentiations of the genome of the cancer cells because they never undergo 

programmed cell death. That is, one of the reasons why cancer patients become resistant 

to treatments due to the tumor cell heterogeneity.9 During cancer development, the 

formation of new blood cells is called angiogenesis, which supplies the necessary 

nutrients and oxygen to the tumor cells.10 Angiogenesis also provides a pathway for 

direct communication between tumor cells and blood stream. This event causes the 

metastasis by moving the tumor cells from their primary place to a different organ via 

lymph or blood. In angiogenesis, tumor cells evade from extracellular matrix (ECM), 

enter into the blood stream (intravasation), escape from the immune system, travel 

along the organism, and leak from a vessel (extravasation) into a different location of 

the body. As a result of this journey, metastasis took place.11, 12  

The physiological properties such as pH, ionic strength, and temperature are 

important for tissues. For example, the pH of tumor tissues is more acidic than the 

normal tissues in a wide variety of cancer types. The intracellular pH (pHi) is nearly the 

same and varies within ±0.1-0.2 pH units or less within normal and tumor tissues.13 The 

change in extracellular pH (pHe) is more than +0.2 pH units in normal tissues and from 

-0.2 to 0.6 units in the tumor tissues. A cancer cell has higher pHi and lower pHe than a 

normal cell as shown in Figure 2.1. The breast tumor in acute acidosis has a pHi of 7.4 

and pHe of 6.8, in chronic acidosis, a pHi of 7.2 and a pHe of 6.7 while the normal breast 

duct has a pHi of 7.2 and a pHe of 7.4.14  
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Figure 2.1. The pH differences between normal and tumor tissues of breast.14  
 

There are many types of cancer treatment such as surgery, radiation, hormonal 

therapy, chemotherapy, targeted therapy, and immunotherapy. Surgery and radiation are 

common for all cancer types. A tumor is removed by surgery or killed by radiation. 

Radiation working principle is based on killing dividing cells via DNA damage which 

leads to cell death.15 Chemotherapy is a time dependent technique compared to surgery 

and radiation in cancer therapy. The human body composes of chemicals or hormones 

which regulate metabolic activities in cells and organs what to do. These hormones can 

also activate cancer for growth. However, in chemotherapy, drugs are designed for cells 

not to divide since cancer cells tend to divide more rapidly. There are some side effects 

in chemotherapy such as hair loss, risk of infection, nausea and diarrhea as the white 

blood cells fight with infection.16 The chemotherapy agents could be metals (platinum 

agents like cisplatin, carboplatin, oxaliplatin), the antimetabolites (5-fluorouracil, 

capecitabine, gemcitabine, pemetrexed), alkylators (cyclophosphamide), antibiotics 

(doxorubicin), and topoisomerase inhibitors (etoposide, irinotecan). Another approach 

in cell division is the microtubules inhibition. The microtubules were prevented from 

aggregation by the vinca alkaloids like vinorelbine, vinblastine, and vincristine. Another 

approach is to use taxanes such as docetaxel, paclitaxel and cabazitaxel to prevent the 

microtubules disassembly. Therefore, the cells are prohibited for cell division and 

undergo programmed cell death when these drugs interfere with microtubule function.17 

Also, immunotherapy uses medicines to induce the patient’s immune system to identify 

and kill the cancer cells more effectively.18  

Targeted therapy inhibits mutated or overexpressed proteins to prevent cancer 

growing. Thus, the treatment is special for the cancer cells without causing side effects 
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as seen in chemotherapy and hormonal therapy. Some targeted therapy treatments and 

their drugs are shown in Table 2. 1.19 Targeted cancer therapy is a new approach for 

cancer treatment, and it has been designed for new treatments and drugs as specifically 

targeted to the cancer cells. The mechanism of targeted therapy is based on the targeting 

the cancer cells avoiding normal cells, which causes the cancer cells to die. Targeted 

therapies are specific for individual cancers, and so the different targeted therapies are 

used for cancer treatments such as artificial DNA nanostructures, nano-particle drug 

carriers, nanogels and others.20 Artificial DNA nanostructures are designed with DNA 

molecules using DNA technology and DNA origami methods. Their structures are the 

same with normal DNA, but they do not carry genetic information. Targeted drug 

delivery possesses the drug encapsulation and releases the drugs by interacting with the 

desired stimulus.21 Nanoparticles are tiny particles, and there are polymer coats around 

them.  This polymer enables to release the drugs thereby controls diffusion or erosion 

from the core across the polymeric membrane or matrix. The solubility and diffusivity 

of a drug are the determining factors for the drug release because the polymeric 

membrane coat acts as a barrier. Different types of nanoparticles exist at different sizes, 

shapes and different materials such as fluorescence nanoparticles, lipid nanoparticles, 

super paramagnetic nanoparticles and dendrimers.22, 23 Nanogels are composed of a 

mesh network. When the nanogels are injected to the body, they disperse immediately 

in a specific tissue.24  
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Table 2. 1. The types of some targeted cancer therapies and their drugs. 

 

Targeted Therapy Drugs 

Vascular endothelial growth factor 

(VEGF) 

Bevacizumab (Avastin®), Cyramza™ 

Epidermal growth factor receptor 

(EGFR) 

Tarceva®, Afatinib, Iressa®, Erbitux® 

HER2 Herceptin®,Perjeta™,Kadcyla®, Tykerb® 

Anaplastic lymphoma kinase (ALK) Xalkori™ 

Mechanistic target of rapamycin (mTOR) Afinitor® 

Cyclin-dependent kinase (CDK4 and 

CDK6) 

Ibrance™ 

Polymeric nanoparticles (polymer-drug 

conjugates) 

Albumin-Taxol (Abraxane®), PGA-Taxol 

(Xyotax™), PGA-Camptothecin (CT-

2106), HPMA-DOX (PK1), HPMA-

DOX- galactosamine (PK2) 

Polymeric micelles PEG-Pluronic®-DOX, PEG-PAA-DOX 

(NK911), PEG-PLA-Taxol (Genexol-

PM) 

Dendrimers PAMAM-MTX, PAMAM-platine 

Liposomes Pegylated liposomal DOX (Doxil®), 

Non-pegylated liposomal DOX 

(Myocet®), Liposomal daunorubicin 

(DaunoXome®) 

Viral nanoparticles HSP-DOX, CPMV-DOX 

Carbon nanotubes CNT-MTX, CNT-amphotericin B 

 

Anthracyclines have been used for drug delivery systems for long time. The 

research of anti-cancer compounds was begun with soil-based microorganisms in the 

1950s. Firstly, Streptomyces peucetius bacteria were isolated, and it was obtained an 

antibiotic that have bright red pigment. This was called as ‘daunorubicin’, and it gave 

good activity for acute leukemia and lymphoma treatments. However, this antibiotic 

was producing fatal cardiac toxicity, and this problem was noticed in 1967. Thereupon, 
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researchers began to study with Streptomyces peucetius var. caesius bacteria and this 

was called ‘doxorubicin’ whose other name was ‘Adriamycin’. Afterwards, DOX has 

been accepted one of the first oncology agent, and it has been most widely used 

molecule for encapsulation technology with liposomes. DOX has been used for 

leukemia, breast, bladder, stomach, lung, ovarian, Hodgkin’s lymphoma, thyroid, soft 

tissue sarcoma, multiple myelomas and another types of cancer treatments.2, 25, 26  

 

2.2. Doxorubicin 

Doxorubicin (DOX) is an anthracycline antibiotic, and it is used as 

hydrochloride form of doxorubicin (DOX-HCl) to increase its aqueous solubility in 

drug delivery. The amino group of the sugar can be protonated-unprotonated, as shown 

in Figure 2.2 and charged-uncharged form of DOX is formed. Also, DOX is an 

amphiphilic and amphoteric molecule due to carrying acidic and basic functions at its 

structure. The phenolic group shows acidic property where water-insoluble aglycone 

(adriamycinone: C21H18O9) has two different pKa values at C6 (pK3=13.2) and C11 

(pK2=10.16). The sugar amino group shows basic property where water-soluble region 

(daunosamine: C6H13NO3) has another pKa value as pK1=8.15. Totally, a DOX 

molecule has three different pKa values.2, 25  

 

 

 

Figure 2.2. The chemical structure of DOX-HCl.2, 25  
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DOX-HCl has dihydroxyanthraquinone chromophore and their physical 

properties can change depending on any changes in pH, solvent type, ionic strength, 

drug concentrations, binding ions, and its own concentration. Also, these changes can 

affect its absorption spectrum. Deprotonation of chromophore gives red shift, and DOX 

seems orange at pH=7, violet at pH=11, and blue at pH=13. Moreover, the amount of 

alkali affects the UV spectrum shifts due to the quinone that has indicator-like 

properties.2, 27  

DOX has self-association property due to its aromatic dye. Aromatic dyes 

undergo aggregation and light absorbance variance. A DOX molecule has four aromatic 

and one planar ring. In aqueous solution, DOX shows different physicochemical 

properties from monomers to dimers because of electrostatic interactions. For example, 

DOX exists as monomer at concentrations below 10-5 M (37°C, pH=7.3, ionic 

strength=0.15). DOX’s lipid/water partition is constant at lower concentrations. In 

clinical usage, the activity coefficient of DOX is approximately 0.15 (no unit, the ratio 

between activity and concentration) at 37°C and pH=7.3. Thus, 85% of DOX is bound 

to plasma components. This activity coefficient would be different in different 

experimental conditions, pH, and buffer compositions. The fluorescence spectrum of 

DOX may change in the presence of liposomes, and cell membranes due to low 

dielectric medium. On the other hand, DOX is a very toxic molecule due to intercalate 

with DNA and inhibits the macromolecular biosynthesis as shown in Figure 2.3. When 

DNA is denatured for replication, DOX stabilizes the topoisomerase II which is 

responsible for relaxation supercoils in replication. Besides, DOX-HCl generates the 

free radicals which cause DNA and cell membrane damage. Thus, it results in inhibition 

of DNA and DNA-dependent RNA synthesis.2, 28  

 

 

Figure 2.3. DOX-DNA complex.29  
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Additionally, DOX and DOX-HCl cause many side effects such as hair loss, 

nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. If the typical acute dose limiting is passed over 550 

mg/m2, then it occurs high incidence of myelosuppression, leukopenia, and 

thrombocytopenia. Therefore, encapsulation of DOX in drug delivery systems has been 

studied to decrease the side effects of doxorubicin.2  

There are many types of drug vehicles but liposomes are more convenient for 

drug delivery systems by encapsulation due to their biocompatible and biodegradable 

nature, displaying similarities with biological membrane, easily formed in the 

laboratory conditions, protecting drug from degradation, transporting drug safely to 

desired organ, and increasing curative effect. Additionally, the side effects of anti-

cancer agents are reduced by liposome.30  

Liposomes have transportation property of lipid-soluble and water-soluble 

molecules at the same time because of their both hydrophilic and hydrophobic regions. 

For this reason, liposomes are used for encapsulation drug delivery vehicles. 

Unilamellar liposome vesicles are generally used for encapsulation of water-soluble 

drugs because of the fact that they have an aqueous core. The most important features of 

determining liposome’s efficiency are ingredients, sizes, encapsulation efficiency, 

stability and biological interaction. Adsorption and endocytosis are most frequently seen 

in biological interaction. Liposomes can affect to the cells whereby liposome surfaces 

are prepared to carry on different molecules. The most important problem for liposome 

technology is liposome clearance by phagocytic system. Scientists encapsulated the 

liposome surfaces with non-active molecules for immune system. However, the desired 

results have not been achieved for solid tumors yet. The reason of this problem is 

accepted as inefficient blood circulation into the solid tumors.30-34  

 

2.3. Liposomes 

Liposomes were discovered as closed bilayer structures by A. D. Bangham in 

1965, and they have accepted the oldest nanocarrier system. Then, liposome term was 

substituted instead of closed bilayer structure by Sessa and Weissmann in 1968. 

Liposome term comprises two Greek words which are lipos (fat) and soma (structure). 

A liposome is formed by lipid bilayers containing aqueous media inside and outside. 

Liposomes have been used for drug delivery systems in 1970s. In these years, the first 
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study results were caused disappointment because of instability and low encapsulation 

efficiency of liposomes. Afterwards, these problems were solved in time, and the many 

commercial drugs such as Doxil® were produced in 1980s and 1990s.30, 31, 33, 34  

Liposomes are small artificial lipid vesicles, and their compositions are formed 

of phospholipid bilayers and other molecules such as protein and cholesterol. A 

phospholipid composes of one head group that includes choline, phosphate and 

glycerol, and two tails that include fatty acids as shown in Figure 2.4. A head group has 

polar and hydrophilic properties when the tails have non-polar and hydrophobic 

properties. By these properties, lipids form vesicles if they placed in an aqueous 

medium.30, 31, 34  

 

 

Figure 2.4. Liposome structure.35  
 

 

Liposome classification is made according to its number of bilayers and sizes. 

They are separated unilamellar vesicles (ULVs, 25 nm to 1 µm), multilamellar vesicles 

(MLVs, 0.1 µm to 15 µm), and multivesicular vesicles (MVVs, 1.6 µm to 10.5 µm) as 

illustrated in Figure 2.5. ULVs are separate into two classes as large unilamellar 

vesicles (LUVs, 100 nm to 1 µm) and small unilamellar vesicles (SUVs, 25 nm to 50 

nm). 150-200 nm of liposomes are important for drug delivery systems, and this type of 

liposomes are called large unilamellar vesicles (LUVs). For obtaining this type of 

liposomes, there are several methods but the extrusion method is the most popular 

method. Extrusion process provides the liposome sizes to be the desired levels by using 
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polycarbonate membranes having different pore sizes. Also, it ensures a homogeneous 

distribution which is an important property for drug delivery systems. Thus, the pass 

number of extrusion should be made at least 11 times to obtain a more homogeneous 

sample and reduce the contamination by leaving the extrusion pass number at an odd 

number.36, 37  

 

 

 

Figure 2.5. Liposome classification.38 

 

Liposomes are different with respect to the type of lipid used in their structures 

such as phosphatidylglycerol (PG), phosphatidylserine (PS), phosphatidylinositol (PI), 

phosphatidylcholine (PC), 1,2-dioleoyl-3-dimethylammonium-propane (DODAP), 1,2-

dioleoyl-3-trimethylammonium-propane (DOTAP). These differences are based on 

length of the fatty acid chains or the number of carbon atoms and degree of 

unsaturation. The fatty acids are named according to the number of their carbon atoms. 

For instance, lauric has 12 carbon atoms, myristic has 14 carbon atoms, palmitic has 16 

carbon atoms, and stearic has 18 carbon atoms. Natural phospholipids include 

unsaturated fatty acids such as PC. The most common artificial phospholipids are 

DPPC, DMPC, DSPC, HSPC. Also, gel liquid-crystalline phase transition temperature 

(Tm) affects from the length of lipid chain. Some phospholipids’ Tm values were given 

in Table 2. 2.33  
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Table 2. 2. Gel liquid-crystalline phase transition temperature (Tm) for different 
phospholipids. 

 

Phospholipid Acyl chain length, 

# unsaturation 

Tm (°C) 

DSPA 18:0, 18:0 58 

DSPC 18:0, 18:0 55 

DSPG 18:0, 18:0 53 

HSPC 16 – 18 (mixture) 52 

DPPC 16:0, 16:0 42 

DPPG 16:0, 16:0 41,1 

POPC 16:0, 18:1 -7 

SLPC 18:0, 18:2 -16,7 

DOPC 18:1, 18:1 -21 

 

Liposome molecules have fluidity and mobility features, and these properties 

provide selective permeability which is the main characteristic of cells. Selective 

permeability ensures that the internal environment is kept different from the external 

environment for passing through of a given substance. As shown in Figure 2.6, small 

non-polar molecules have high permeability and pass through the lipid bilayers quickly 

when large molecules and charged substances cannot pass through the membrane or 

pass through slowly because of their low permeability.33, 39  

 

 

Figure 2.6. Selective permeability of lipids bilayers.33  
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The type of lipid affects the membrane permeability depending on the degree of 

fatty acid saturation. If carbon atoms have two bonds between each other (C꞊C), it is 

called unsaturated hydrocarbons. On the other hand, if the carbon atoms have one bond 

(C-H), then it is called saturated hydrocarbons. As illustrated in Figure 2.7, double 

bonds create a gap between hydrophobic tails and become more permeable than 

saturated hydrocarbons. Also, tail length affects the permeability. Briefly, long and 

saturated tails are less permeable than shorter and unsaturated tails.33, 39  

 

 

Figure 2.7. Saturated and unsaturated fatty acids.39  

 

Temperature affects the membrane permeability and fluidity. If the temperature 

decreases, the molecules move slowly inside the bilayer, and hydrophobic tails pack 

together more tightly. As a result of this, membrane permeability decreases. As shown 

in Figure 2.8, phospholipids are in the gel phase at temperature below the Tm value, and 

they also show low permeability at temperature above the Tm value. Therefore, the 

temperature can be adjusted correctly according to phospholipid phase diagram before 

the formation of liposomes. Additionally, different lipid structures show different 

permeability at the same temperature due to their different Tm values. For drug delivery 

systems, the temperature is raised to alter phospholipid permeability because of 

entrapped lipid vesicles having low permeability. Moreover, Tm values affect the 

encapsulated drugs such as DOX. For this reason, it has been suggested that temperature 

should be 10°C higher than Tm value during liposome preparation to ensure that all 

phospholipids are dissolved homogeneously. The annealing and stabilization period for 

liposomes is about 30-60 minutes at above its Tm value.31, 33, 39  



 

st

ve

ch

pe

ha

Th

m

dr

th

lip

su

Fig
 

There

erol, and it

esicle stabi

holesterol f

ermeability 

as dense ste

his increasi

mechanical r

rug delivery

he amount 

posomes be

uitable for d

 

 

gure 2.8. M

e are other m

t also affect

lity by adj

fills the gap

in gel phas

eroid rings,

ing causes 

rigidity elev

y systems, 

of choleste

ecome unab

drug delivery

Figure

embrane pe

molecules in

ts the perm

usting the 

ps between

se and decr

 and so it i

the flexibil

vation of th

lipid comp

erol is high

ble to intera

y applicatio

e 2.9. Chole

 

ermeability 

n liposome 

meability of 

lipid bilay

n the phosp

rease the pe

increases th

lity reductio

he fluid bila

osition and

gher than 4

act with the 

ons.31, 33  

 

esterol in a l

changes wi

structure s

phospholip

er fluidity. 

pholipids, a

ermeability 

he hydropho

on in the en

ayers and l

d cholestero

40% of lipo

model mem

lipid bilayer

th the temp

uch as stero

pids. Choles

As illustra

and it ensur

in the fluid

obic density

nvironment 

ateral diffu

ol are impor

osome com

mbranes. It 

r structure. 3

perature.33  

ols. Cholest

sterol also p

ated in Fig

ures to incr

d phase. Cho

y of phosph

t of the lipi

usion reduct

rtant param

mposition, t

means that 

 

33 

14 

 

terol is a 

provides 

gure 2.9, 

ease the 

olesterol 

holipids. 

id chain, 

tion. For 

meters. If 

then the 

it is not 



15 
 

In 1990, hydrophilic polymers were discovered. Hydrophilic polymers provide 

the steric stabilization of liposomes. For example, polyethylene glycol (PEG) was 

mixed with phospholipids and cholesterol to change liposome surface property. If 

liposome formulation is composed of phospholipids and cholesterol, it is called 

‘conventional liposome’ which depends on the size, surface charge and membrane 

packing density. On the other hand, if liposome formulation is composed of 

phospholipids, cholesterol and PEG (Figure 2.10), then it is called ‘sterically stabilized 

liposomes (SSLs)’ or ‘stealth liposomes’ or ‘PEGylated liposomes’ which depends on 

the increasing surface density by acting like a polymeric chain. Also, PEGylated 

liposomes have unsaturated, non-immunogenic, dose-independent, high bioavailability 

properties, and it shows long remaining in the blood circulation (for example, t½>40h). 

Moreover, 10-15% of the drug is delivered to the liver in PEGylated liposomes on the 

contrary 80-90% of the drug is delivered to the liver in conventional liposomes. 

However, PEGylated liposomes have a disadvantage which is called ‘accelerated blood 

clearance (ABC)’ after the dose injection. In spite of PEGylated liposomes are non-

immunogenic, the immune system reacts as blood clearance. Therefore, different 

methods are used such as extrusion to minimize the liposomes. The polycarbonate 

membranes whose sizes change between 400 nm and less than 70 nm were 

experimented, and it was seen that ~400 nm was cleared 7,5 times faster than ~200 nm 

liposomes and 5 times faster than small unilamellar vesicles (SUVs). In briefly, larger 

liposomes (more than 300 nm) and smaller liposomes (less than 70 nm) were more 

cleared than the sizes change between 150-200 nm liposomes.31, 33  

 

 

Figure 2.10. PEGylated liposome.40 
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2.4. Detergent Triton X-100 

The most commonly used method for lipid destruction in biology is to use a 

detergent. Detergents are amphipathic molecules, and they have one hydrophilic polar 

head group and one hydrophobic chain as shown in Figure 2.11.41  

 

Figure 2.11. Detergent monomer and micelle forms.42  
 

Concentration affects the detergent forms. As shown in Figure 2.12, monomer 

forms exist at low concentration when micelle forms exist at higher than critical micelle 

concentration (CMC). Micelle form is self-association of monomers above CMC. When 

detergent is added to solution, monomer concentration increases until the CMC value. 

Then, it stays constant whereas micelle concentration increases above the CMC due to 

monomer molecules are in equilibrium with micelles.42, 43 Detergents have limited size 

clusters in water, and their micelle size is approximately 5 nm.44 However, a micelle 

size and shape show an alteration with regard to type, size, and stereochemistry of 

monomer surfactant.42  

 

Figure 2.12. Critical micelle concentration.43  
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Aggregation number (N) and hydrophile-lipophile balance (HLP) number 

determine the detergent behavior. The average number of monomers per micelle is 

referred to as N, and it depends on the detergent molecular mass. Detergent 

hydrophilicity index is referred to as HLP number. The concentration of micelles in 

moles per liter can be calculated with Eq.(2. 1). Here, Cs is the bulk molar concentration 

of detergent. Ionic strength is affected by aggregation number. The aggregation number 

can be calculated with Eq.(2. 2). The micellar molecular weight can be obtained by 

several methods such as gel filtration and light scattering.45  

 
[micelles] = (Cs – CMC) ÷ N 

 

 
(2. 1) 

 

Aggregation number = 
௠௜௖௘௟௟௔௥ ௠௢௟௘௖௨௟௔௥ ௪௘௜௚௛௧

௠௢௡௢௠௘௥௜௖ ௠௢௟௘௖௨௟௔௥ ௪௘௜௚௛௧
 

 

 
(2. 2) 

 
Also, the critical micelle temperature (CMT) affects the detergent forms as 

shown in Figure 2.13. The monomer concentration reaches the CMC point when 

temperature is increasing. This point is called the “Kraft point” or “cloud point”. Below 

the Kraft point, detergents exist as monomer form at low concentration and crystal form 

at high concentration. When temperature increases, monomer concentration increases 

until the CMT value. After CMT value, micelles occur, and the solution turbidity clears 

away because of two phases (micelles and monomers) present in the medium.43, 45  

 

 

Figure 2.13. Critical micelle temperature.43, 45  
 

Low concentration of detergent intercalates into the lipid bilayers as shown in 

Figure 2.14. At high concentration, detergent disrupts the lipid bilayer and forms mixed 

micelles which are lipids, micelles, and monomers. There are three stages in detergent-
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detergents have either positive or negative charge head groups. Non-ionic detergents 

have uncharged head group. Bile acid salts are a kind of ionic detergent.45, 47  

 

 

Figure 2.16. Detergent types.47  

 

Triton X-100 (Tx-100) is one of the widely used non-ionic detergents in the 

biological research studies for the destruction of liposomes and releasing the DOX 

trapped in their interiors. Tx-100 is a polyoxyethylene detergent. Its CMC value changes 

between 0.2 and 0.9 mM depending on temperature, but generally it is assumed as 0.24 

mM.48 The salt concentration is less sensitive on micelle size.45 The Lα state lipids are 

easily solubilized by excess Tx-100 whereas the Lo state lipids are insoluble. Also, 

cholesterol effects the solubilization of lipids. It provides tightly packed liquid ordered 

state of lipids, and lipids begin to become insoluble in Tx-100according to the amount of 

cholesterol. There isa very weak interaction between uncharged polymers (PEG) and 

nonionic surfactants (Tx-100).
49  

 

2.5. DOX Loading within the Liposomes 

For cancer treatment, it has been developed an efficient alternative treatment 

such as PEGylated liposomal doxorubicin (PLD), non-PEGylated liposomal 

doxorubicin (NPLD), liposomal daunorubicin (DNX), liposome encapsulation of 
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platinum (Pt) complexes and immunoliposomes. Additionally, it was used contrast 

agents such as microbubbles to obtain images for the liposomes applications towards 

medical diagnosis. The advantage of liposomes is transporting more than one contrast 

agents at the same time according to traditional methods. The most favorite system is 

PEGylated liposomal doxorubicin systems as shown in Figure 2.17. This system 

provides to make DOX more tumors targetable and reduce the side effects such as 

cardiotoxicity, neutropenia, alopecia. But at the same time, it was realized that a new 

toxicity problem called hand-foot syndrome arose from DOX encapsulation liposomes.2, 

25  

 

Figure 2.17. PEGylated liposomal doxorubicin.50  
 

 

The parent drugs of anthracycline liposomal formulations are liposomal 

daunorubicin (DaunoXome), non-PEGylated liposomal doxorubicin (Myocet), and 

PEGylated liposomal doxorubicin (Doxil). There are four main classes for liposome 

formulation as Class I, II, III and IV in accordance with these drugs. Liposomes 

physical properties, composition, drug loading and retention mechanism effect the 

classification of these groups. Class I is formed by cardiolipin, and it has two sub-

classes as Class IA and Class IB. Stearylamine is a positively charged surfactant, and it 

exists in Class IA with cardiolipin. Thus, it provides positive surface potential for 

liposomes. Class IB is enhanced version of Class IA. However, there is no stearylamine 

in this class. It has been reformulated with synthetic cardiolipin, and it has been become 

a negatively charged surfactant. Class II is formed by PS or PG, and it provides negative 

surface potential for liposomes. These class liposomes are generally used in gene 

delivery systems. The Class I and Class II lipo-DOX ensure the carrying drug into the 

liposomes aqueous region with the help of ion gradient, and they trap the drug inside the 

liposomes. Thus, electrostatic binding of DOX can be achieved with negatively charged 



21 
 

phospholipids. Class III is neutral form of liposomes, and drug Myocet belongs to this 

class. It is composed of PC and cholesterol. It is demonstrated that this class lipo-DOX 

delivers the drug effectively to the tumors. Class IV has negatively charged surfactant, 

and drug Doxil and Caelyx belongs to this class. This class is successful for decreasing 

the cardiotoxicity of DOX.51 According to the researchers, the negatively charged 

liposomes are more stable than positively charged liposomes, and the drug release has 

an order of negatively charged > neutral > positively charged liposomes. In addition, 

PEGylated liposomes are more negatively charged than the bare liposomes.52  

In addition, the pH of buffer affects the loading efficiency. DOX is positively 

charged when its primary amino group is partially protonated, but it binds both positive 

and negative inner and outer membranes of liposome. If the total mass of phospholipid 

is higher than 4-10 mol%, DOX molecules adhered to the bilayers. This adhesion 

continues until it stays in a period of storage. It is proposed an acidic medium for 

liposome association at pH 4 and 6.3 to obtain low release rate on storage. Also, it can 

be used low amount of DOX under the maximum amount of lipo-DOX. The ratio of 

DOX to phospholipid is 60-75 mmol dox/mol-phospholipid for negatively charged 

liposomes and 55 mmol dox/mol-phospholipid for positively charged liposomes. 

Moreover, the empty liposomes have similar ζ-potential with lipo-DOX. If DOX 

presents in the organic phase during lipid film formation, there will be no an 

electrostatic interaction. The binding capacity of negatively charged liposomes does not 

change when the drug is added in the hydration medium, but the binding capacity of 

positively charged liposomes dropped dramatically.51, 53-55  

In cells, liposome uptake such as endocytosis or fusion depends on the liposome, 

liposome charge, and cell characteristics. It was known that the binding efficiency of 

positively charged liposomes (cationic liposomes) to the cells is higher than the 

negatively charged liposomes (anionic liposomes) due to their opposite charge. 

PEGylated liposomes have steric repulsion and van der Waals interactions between the 

surface and lipid bilayer as shown in Figure 2.18. For targeted delivery, it requires 

selective uptake and suppression of nonselective adhesion; however cationic liposomes 

bind nonselective to all cell types.56  

 



22 
 

 

Figure 2.18. The interaction of PEG coated liposomes with cells.56  
 
 

2.6. Microbubbles 

Microbubbles are tiny gas-filled contrast agent molecules which sizes change 

between 0.5 to 10 µm as illustrated in Figure 2.19. They are non-toxic, mechanically 

oscillate, and enhancing the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) during imaging. There is an 

important property of MBs that is cellular and vascular permeability to more effective 

localized drug uptake in cancer tissue. Microbubbles have different shell structures that 

are lipid, protein, or polymer. The thicknesses of shell materials are ~3 nm in lipids, 15-

20 nm in proteins, and 100-200 nm in polymers. The interactions between the shell 

structures are hydrophobic and Van der Waals in lipid molecules, covalent disulfide 

bonds in proteins, and covalently cross-linked in polymer chains. A microbubble size 

must be less than a red blood cell size in order to pass capillaries in the body.57, 58  

 

 

Figure 2.19. Different structures of microbubbles.57  
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The shell structures show differences according to stability, drug payload, 

compliance, and ultrasound effect. As shown in Table 2. 3, lipid shell has high 

compliance, and it gives high echogenicity under ultrasound. In addition, microbubbles 

gain extra property with liposomes which are the best candidates for drug delivery 

systems due to its structural similarities with biological membranes. Liposomes also 

provide long circulation times and carry both hydrophilic and hydrophobic drugs due to 

its amphiphilic structure.57, 59  

 
Table 2. 3. The properties of microbubble shell structures. 

 

Shell Type Thickness Compliance Stability 
Drug 

Payload 

Ultrasound 

Effects 

 

 

Protein 

 

 

15 - 20 nm 

 

 

Medium 

 

 

Medium 

 

 

Medium 

 High 

echogenicity 

 Shell does not 

reseal after 

rupture 

 

Lipid 

Surfactant 

 

3 nm 

 

High 

 

Low to 

Medium 

 

Low to 

Medium 

 High 

echogenicity 

 Shell reseals 

after rupture 

 

 

Polymer 

 

 

100 – 200 nm 

 

 

Low 

 

 

High 

 

 

High 

 Low 

echogenicity 

 Shell does not 

reseal after 

rupture 

PEM 

hybrid 

10 – 200 nm High High High  Unknown 

 

2.7. Lipo-DOX and Microbubble Coupling 

Streptavidin is a protein which is isolated from the Streptomyces avidinii, and 

streptavidin molecule has four subunits which were bind to the biotin molecule. Biotin 
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is a water-soluble vitamin, and it can be bound with proteins and nucleic acids. The 

biotin-streptavidin system is based on the strong binding property between streptavidin 

and biotin.60 The schematic representation of biotinylated liposomes was shown in 

Figure 2.20. In here, fluorescent probe was doxorubicin hydrochloride (DOX-HCl) and 

antibody was epidermal growth factor biotin-xx conjugate (biotin EGF).  

 

 

Figure 2.20. The schematic representation of biotinylated liposomes.60  
 

A DOX loaded liposome coupled with microbubbles was illustrated in Figure 

2.21. This technique is demonstrated as an effective technique for encapsulation 

targeted therapy. According to this illustration, microbubble’s inside have a 

perfluorocarbon (C4F10) gas which is sufficiently stable for circulating in the 

vasculature. Microbubbles carry the drug to the specific area, and they have been burst 

by ultrasound to cause localized release of the drug.61  
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Figure 2.21. DOX-liposome-loaded-microbubbles.61  

 

The cancer treatment can be effectively done by the microbubble-liposome 

conjugates under ultrasound. The encapsulated liposomal drug can be coupled with 

microbubbles. When the conjugated lipo-DOX was injected into the blood stream, they 

expected to accumulate in the targeted area. When the microbubbles were burst under 

high ultrasound, the drugs were expected to release in the targeted area. As a result, the 

tumor was expected to shrink and cancer cells to die.   
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CHAPTER 3 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

3.1. Materials 

Some of the chemicals and their chemical formula used in the studies were 

shown in Table 3.1. The lipids 1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine (DSPC), 

1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoethanolamine-N-[methoxy(polyethylene glycol)-

2000] (DSPE-PEG2000), and 1,2-disteoryl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoethanolamine-N-

[biotinyl(polyethylene glycol)2000] (ammonium salt) (DSPE-PEG2000-Biotin) were 

purchased from Avanti Polar Lipids, Inc. (Alabaster, AL, USA). PEG40Stearate 

(PEG40St), DOX-HCl, and chloroform were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich®, Inc. (St. 

Louis, MO, USA).Epidermal growth factor (EGF)-biotin conjugate (biotin-EGF) and 

streptavidin-PE were purchased from Life Technologies. Cholesterol was purchased 

from Fluka; the dialysis membrane RC tubing (MWCO: 10 kD, Spectra/Por® 6 Dialysis 

Membrane) and Sephadex™ G-75 for chromatography column were purchased from 

GE Healthcare Life Sciences.  
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ሺ%ሻ݁ݐܴܽ	݁ݏ݈ܴܽ݁݁ ൌ
்ܨ െ ଴ܨ

ೣ்ܨ షభబబ
െ ଴ܨ

∗ 100 (3. 2) 

 

where ܨ଴ is the initial fluorescence intensity value, ்ܨ is the fluorescence intensity value 

at time t, and ೣ்ܨ షభబబ
 is the fluorescence intensity after addition of Triton X-100. 
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4.2. Effect of Temperature on Liposomes 

The temperature effect is a key parameter for drug delivery systems. 

Temperature affects the bending elasticity modulus of liposome sizes. If the lipids 

present below the phase transition temperature, then the bending elasticity is two to five 

times higher. That means that a higher elastic modulus has a more rigid membrane and 

large liposome size. Also, cholesterol and PEG affect the bending elasticity. The 

entropy of most materials depends on the temperature, and it is known that the entropy 

rises with the elevation of temperature. Also, line tension decreases when the 

temperature increases.67 On the other hand, leakage is a big problem for drug delivery 

systems. Leakage affects the shelf-life and encapsulation efficiency of the drug. 

Temperature is one of the key parameters for leakage. If temperature is above the phase 

transition temperature of the phospholipid, the drug begins to leak from the liposomes.68 

The phase transition temperature of DSPC is 55°C. It was expected that the leakage is 

minimal at body temperature at about 37 °C. Here, the effect of temperature on the 

liposome size was studied.  

Samples were withdrawn from the same vial of liposome stored at 4 oC in the 

fridge and incubated at 25, 37, and 50 oC in a water bath. Samples were taken from each 

vial at certain time intervals and their size distribution and average sizes were measured 

by the DLS instrument. As shown in Figure 4.4(a), the size distribution of liposomes 

measured initially were almost similar, however, as shown in Figure 4.4(b), the size 

distribution measured after 450 minutes showed a significant variation, where narrower 

size distribution was observer at higher temperatures and wider size distribution was 

observed at lower temperatures. Figure 4.4(c) shows the average sizes obtained for each 

temperature. As can be seen in the figure, the average size increased at 4 oC and 

decreased at 50 oC in half an hour and did not wary afterwards up to 1200 minutes or 20 

hours. Compared to the average size of about 190 nm of the liposomes at 25 oC, as 

shown in Figure 4.4(d), the average size of liposomes increased by 10% at 4 oC and 

shrank approximately 15% at 50 oC. It was understood that the average size of 

liposomes increases approximately 10% when stored at 4 oC in the refrigerator and their 

sizes shrink by 25% when they were injected in the body at 37 oC. 
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Figure 4.4. Liposome temperature experiment results in the different liposomes A. Size 
changes according to the different temperatures, B. The proportion of size 
changes between different temperatures, C. Size distribution changes at 
initial time (t=0) according to the temperature, D. Size distribution changes 
at time 450 minutes according to the temperature. 

 

An additional experiment was conducted to observe the volumetric behavior of 

liposomes at different temperatures. In this case, a liposome solution taken from the 

refrigerator at 4 oC was placed in a water bath where its temperature was set to the 

desired value, i.e. 4 oC initially. The size distribution and average size were estimated 

after equilibration. Then, the temperature increased to a higher level and the size 

distribution and average size of the liposome sample were estimated. After 50 oC, the 

same procedure was applied when the set-temperature was decreased. As shown in 

Figure 4. 5, the average size of the liposomes decreases as the temperature increases. As 

shown in the figure, compared to the room temperature of 25 oC, the average size of the 

liposomes stored in refrigerator at 4 oC increased approximately 2%, and shrank 

approximately 6% when their temperature reached to the body temperature of 37 oC. It 

was also shown in the figure that this process is reversible.  
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Figure 4. 5. Liposome temperature results for the same liposome. A. Size changes 
according to the heat and cold processes, B. The proportion of size changes 
according to the heat and cold processes. 

 

4.3. Liposome Destruction by Triton X-100 

Triton X-100 (Tx-100) is a detergent and it has been used to destruct the 

liposomes in order to estimate their drug loading. The working wavelengths for DOX 

are 480 nm for the absorbance measurement and 480 nm and 590 nm for the excitation 

and emission wavelengths in the fluorescence measurements, respectively. The 

absorbance and florescence values were shown in Figure 4. 6(a) and Figure 4. 6(b), 

respectively, for the lipid amount of the liposomes and different concentrations of Tx-100. 

As shown in Figure 4. 6(a), the absorbance values are linearly proportional to the lipid 

concentrations of the liposomes, due to probably the light scattering of liposomes in the 

suspension. There is no florescence intensity detected in the liposome suspension other 

than the background. As shown in Figure 4. 6(b), Tx-100 did not absorb nor emit 

florescence intensity at the specified wavelengths. Because the lipid or the liposomes 

give an absorbance value, florescence intensity measurements needed to be done in 

order to quantify the DOX amount in the presence of lipids and/or Tx-100.  
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Figure 4. 6. The absorbance and fluorescence values A) the amount of used up lipids 
during the preparation of liposomes B) Tx-100. 

 

The average size and count rate were measured for pure Tx-100by the DLS 

method as shown in Figure 4.7(a) and Figure 4.7(b). The critical micelle concentration 

(CMC) for Tx-100 was reported to be between 0.2 and 0.9 mM depending on temperature 

and it is about 0.24 mM.Tx-100 exists in monomer form below its CMC and in micelle 

form above its CMC.45 In addition, the micelle size for Tx-100 was reported to be 

approximately 5 nm.44 However, the micelle size and shape would vary with the type, 

size, and stereochemistry of monomer of different surfactants.42 As shown in Figure 

4.7(a), the average size for Tx-100 was measured to be about 8 nm at lower 

concentrations and increased slightly to 10 nm as the concentration of Tx-100 was 

increased. The increase in intensity up to 50 mM of Tx-100 shows the number of micelles 

increases as the concentration of Tx-100 increased. As shown in Figure 4.7(b), the 

average count rate is also increased as the micelle size was increased. In all cases, the 

micelle size of Tx-100 is about 10 nm and it did not change as its concentration increased. 

 

 

Figure 4.7. The change in (a) average micelle size and DLS intensity, and (b) average 
micelle size and count rate with Tx-100 concentration. 
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The DLS count rate was found to be liposome dependent. As shown in Figure 

4.8, the DLS count rate was measured in the presence of different amounts of liposome 

and Tx-100. When only Tx-100 was present in the solution, the count rate increased 

slightly, but its value is the lowest as shown in the figure as diamonds. When constant 

amount of 0.14 mM and 0.98 mM of lipids were included and different amount of Tx-100 

was added, the count rate was higher and did not change at constant temperature as 

shown in figure as closed circle and square markers. When the amount of lipid was 

varied, the count rate was also varied. In other words, when the amount of lipid 

increased, the count rate was also increased as shown in the figure as open circles. 

When Tx-100 amount was increased above its CMC, while the monomer concentration 

was constant, the number of micelles increased.41, 43 It seems that the count rate is 

directly related to the number of liposomes which obviously scatter the light. It was 

understood that the DLS count rate is depended on the number of liposome or the lipid 

concentration. 

 

 

Figure 4.8. DLS count rate in the presence of different amounts of liposome and Tx-100. 

 

In order to understand the liposome lyses upon Tx-100 addition, changes in the 

size distribution and absorbance were investigated.Tx-100 was added to a liposome 

suspension and size distribution was estimated by the DLS and absorbance values were 

measured by the UV spectrophotometer. As shown in Figure 4.9(a), the average size of 

the liposomes increased with the addition of Tx-100. The average diameter for the 

liposomes was initially 190 nm and it increased to about 250 nm when the Tx-100 was 

added. It seems that Tx-100penetrated between the lipids of the liposome membrane and 

thereby enlarged the size of the liposomes. Figure 4.9(b) shows the absorbance values 
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measured at each addition of Tx-100 to the liposome suspension. As shown in the figure, 

the absorbance value did not change up to Tx-100/Lipid ratio of 65 mole/mole after which 

the absorbance value increased significantly up to Tx-100/Lipid ratio of 95 mole/mole 

and then started to decrease. According to the literature, detergent-lipid interactions 

occur in three stages.47 In the first stage, detergent diffuse into the lipid layer of the 

outer surface of the liposomes, which result in increase the size of the liposomes. In the 

second stage, the bilayer of the liposomes disintegrates. And, in the third stage, the 

liposomes are broken down into mixed micelles. As shown in Figure 4.9(a) and Figure 

4.9(b), as Tx-100 was added to the liposome suspension, they penetrated into the lipid 

outer membrane of the liposomes, their sizes increased, therefore, more light scattered 

as higher absorbance values observed. Micelles were observed for the first time, as 

shown in Figure 4.9(c), when the Tx-100/Lipid ratio was 212 mole/mole.  The sizes of the 

micelles were about 10 nm indicating that, as shown in Figure 4.9(d), the first stage in 

liposome lysis was completed and destruction of liposomes has started as more Tx-100 

was added to the liposome suspension. The Tx-100/Lipid ratio needed for a complete 

destruction of liposomes was about 3178 mole/mole and, as shown in Figure 4.9(e), the 

average size for the liposomes increased considerably and finally destructed.   
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Figure 4.9. Lyses of liposomes by addition of Tx-100, (a) size distribution,(b)changes in 
absorbance by UV spectroscopy, (c) critical concentration for micelle 
formation,(d) micelle size by Tx-100, (e) total disruption of liposomes. 

 
 

The effect of cholesterol content on liposome destruction by Tx-100 was 

investigated and it was shown in Figure 4.10. As shown in the figure, the average 

liposome size did not change significantly up to Tx-100/Lipid ratio of 1000 mole/mole 

and a sudden decrease in the sizes were observed at different cholesterol contents. 

Cholesterol provides flexibility in the lipid membranes by its flip-flop motions due to 

hydrophilic and hydrophobic nature. In overall, cholesterol did not affect significantly 

the destruction property of liposomes by the Tx-100.  
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Figure 4.10. Effect of cholesterol on liposome destruction by Tx-100. 

 

4.4. Calibration Curve for Doxorubicin 

Doxorubicin hydrochloride (DOX-HCl) is an antitumor agent chosen for a 

model anticancer drug. The absorbance scan and florescence emission scan were 

conducted to estimate optimum wavelengths for DOX. For this purpose, PBS buffer 

were prepared at different pH values from pH 5 to 8. Powder DOX was dissolved in 

ultrapure water, added into each PBS buffer, and scanned for the optimum absorbance 

and floresence emission wavelegths. As shown in Figure 4.11, the optimum absorbance 

wavelength for DOX was 480 nm and the excitation wavelength was 480 nm and the 

emission wavelength was560-590 nm, which are consistent with the literature.69 As 

shown in the figure, the absorbance and fluorescence intensities were not affected by 

the pH between 5 and 8. Because DOX has 3 pKa values, due to quinone characteristic, 

which are all higher than 8, the pH between 5 and 8 did not affect the absorbance and 

florescence intensities.27 Consequently, [(NH4)2SO4] buffer (pH=5.4) and PBS buffer 

(pH=7.2) were used confidently in the experiments without changing the absorbance 

and fluorescence excitation/emission values for DOX. 
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Figure 4.11. Absorbance and fluorescence intensity values for DOX at different pH. 

 

Calibration curves were generated for DOX in order to determine its 

concentration in the solutions and in the liposomes. 1 mg/ml of DOX solution was 

prepared in ultra-pure water and diluted to different concentrations. The absorbance at 

480 nm and florescence intensities at excitation 480 nm and emission 590 nm were 
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Figure 4.12. Absorbance and florescence calibration curves for DOX. (a) DOX 
concentration up to 1.0 mg/ml, (b) DOX concentration up to 0.045 
mg/ml,(c) DOX concentration up to 0.012 mg/ml. 
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drops, about 1 ml, of aliquots were collected from the elution. The liposomes were 

detected as the count rate in DLS measurements and the free-DOX and loaded-DOX 

were estimated from the florescence measurements. Figure 4.14 shows the fluorescence 

intensity values and photon count rate values measured by florescence spectroscopy and 

DLS methods, respectively at different column heights. Length and diameter (L/D) is 

deterministic character for column chromatography technique, and the good result 

occurs at the higher column heights.70 As shown in the figures, the liposomes eluted 

from the column in the first 7 to 10 ml as indicated from the DLS count rates. The 

elution volume peak for the free-DOX was separated from the liposome peaks as the 

column height was increased. The column L/D ratioof0.77 was satisfactory for the 

separation of free-DOX from the lipo-DOX. However, the lipo-DOX was highly diluted 

in the column chromatography method.  
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Figure 4.14. The fluorescence intensity values and photon count rate values measured 
by florescence spectroscopy and DLS methods, respectively at different 
column heights. (a) 3 cm, (b) 8 cm and (c) 11 cm. 
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solution in order to balance the osmatic pressure, minimal liquid volume change was 

observed preserving the lipo-DOX volume. Therefore, the separation method was 

selected herein as the membrane dialysis method for the subsequent studies. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.15. Separation of free-DOX from lipo-DOX by membrane dialysis method. 

 

4.7. Percent DOX Release from Liposomes 

Release of DOX from the liposomes was studied. Different concentrations of 

DOX loaded liposomes were prepared by diluting different amount of lipo-DOX in PBS 

buffer and measured the absorbance and fluorescence intensities at the room 

temperature as shown in Figure 4.16. As shown in the figure, after 30 min, the 

absorbance and florescence values did not change while the florescence intensity 

increased significantly upon addition of Tx-100 indicating that there is no DOX release 

from liposomes at room temperature.  
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Figure 4.16. DOX release measurements from different concentrations of DOX-loaded 
liposomes. 

 

Percent DOX release from the liposomes was also studied at different 

temperatures. Figure 4.17(a) shows percent DOX release by time at different 

temperatures. As shown in the figure, the DOX release was completed in the first 60 

minutes and did not change afterwards indicating that the DOX release is due to the 

volumetric changes occurring on the liposomes during temperature deviations. As 

shown in Figure 4.17(b), the DOX release was temperature dependent; almost no 

release at room temperature, about 10% at body temperature, and about 25% at the 

transition temperature of DSPC at 55 oC, and about 45% at 70 oC. It seems that DSPC 

liposomes are so rigid in structure that there is limited amount of release from the 

liposomes due most probably to the volumetric changes of the liposomes.  

 

 

Figure 4.17. (a) Percent DOX release from liposomes at different temperatures by time, 
(b) Percent DOX release at different temperatures. 

 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

0

0,1

0,2

0,3

0,4

0,5

0,6

0,7

0,8

0,0 0,5 1,0 1,5 2,0 2,5 3,0 3,5 4,0 4,5

Fl
u
o
re
se
n
ce
 In
te
n
si
ty
, a
.u
.

A
b
so
rb
an

ce
, a
.u
.

Lipid Concentration, mM

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

D
O
X
 R
e
le
as
e
, %

time, min.

30 oC

37 oC

50 oC

60 oC

70 oC

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75

D
O
X
 R
e
le
as
e
, 
%

Temperature, oC

(a) (b)



58 
 

4.7. Quantification of DOX 

DOX amounts loaded within the liposomes were determined by the florescence 

method. The free-DOX was initially removed by dialysis and the lipo-DOX was stored 

in a vial as the stock lipo-DOX suspension. Different volumes of samples from the 

stock suspension were diluted in DI water and added Tx-100 to disrupt the liposomes. 

Then, the DOX amount was determined by the fluorescence intensity measurements. If 

the DOX concentration of stock suspension is CT, the sample volume taken is Vi, the 

final volume of dilution is V1,and the concentration of diluted solution is C1 which is the 

one estimated from the florescence measurement, then the DOX concentration in the 

stock suspension can be determined from the mass balance as  

்ܥ ൌ ൬ ଵܸ

௜ܸ
൰  ଵ (4. 1)ܥ

or 

்ܥ ൌ ሺܨܦ௜ሻିଵܥଵ (4. 2) 

where, DFi is the dilution factor 

௜ܨܦ ൌ ሺ ௜ܸ

ଵܸ
ሻ (4. 3) 

Also, each dilution may be further diluted and its concentration Cn is estimated, 

therefore, the total DOX concentration can be calculated similarly as  

்ܥ ൌ ሺܨܦ௡ሻିଵܥ௡ (4. 4) 

where, DFn is the multiplication of each individual dilution factors 

௡ܨܦ ൌෑܨܦ௜

௡

௜ୀଵ

 (4. 5) 

The estimated concentrations of DOX in the lipo-DOX stock suspension at 

different dilutions and subsequent dilutions were shown in Figure 4.18. As seen in this 

figure, the amount of the DOX determined in the stock suspension was different for 

each sample and each dilution. The total amounts of DOX diluted in each sample were 

not constant and increased exponentially. In order to understand the factors that affect 

the estimation of the right amount of DOX in the stock lipo-DOX suspension, different 

parameters involved in the amount of DOX measurements were studied systematically. 
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Figure 4.18. The estimated concentrations of DOX in the lipo-DOX stock suspension at 
different dilutions and subsequent dilutions. 

 

In determination of DOX concentration from the lipo-DOX suspensions, 

phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) was used as a buffer. Triton X-100 (Tx-100) was used to 
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and therefore the amount of lipids would be another parameter in DOX concentration 

estimation. Finally, ammonium sulphate ((NH3)2SO4) was used as buffer inside the 

liposomes and it could affect the estimation of DOX. Therefore, the main parameters 

selected to investigate were different concentration of PBS solution, Tx-100, lipid 

(liposome), and (NH3)2SO4, respectively. 

Figure 4.19 shows the effect of PBS on the florescence intensity of DOX at two 
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region of the DOX calibration curve. The high concentration of DOX was 66.8 µg/ml 
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each PBS solutions. As shown in Figure 4.19(a), the absorbance and florescence values 

did not change significantly at low free-DOX concentration. On the other hand, as 

shown in Figure 4.19(b), the absorbance and florescence values both decreased 

exponentially at high free-DOX concentration indicating that the DOX molecules 

interact with the PBS molecules especially charged form of monovalent (HPO4
-) and 

bivalent (PO4
=) phosphate groups. 
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Figure 4.19. The absorbance and fluorescence intensity values of (a) 2.68 µg/ml and (b) 
66.8 µg/ml of free-DOX in PBS solutions. 

 

The effect of Tx-100 on free-DOX florescence intensity was investigated.Tx-100 

solution of 259 mM was prepared and diluted in half with ultra-pure water. Then, two 

different concentrations of free-DOX solutions were added into each solution and their 

absorbance and fluorescence intensity values were measured. Figure 4.20 shows a 

significant effect of Tx-100 on the absorbance and florescence intensity measurements. 

As shown in Figure 4.20(a), the absorbance value did not change while the fluorescence 

intensity decreased exponentially at low free-DOX concentration. The CMC for Tx-100is 

0.24 mM 36 and Tx-100 is generally in micelle form above its CMC. It seems that free-

DOX molecules diffused into and trapped by the micelles. Therefore, the concentration 

of DOX increased within the micelles and the fluorescence intensity decreased because 

of the quenching effect. At higher free-DOX concentration, as shown in Figure 4.20(b), 

both the absorbance and fluorescence intensities changed. A shown in the figure, there 

is a significant loss in absorbance intensity decreasing exponentially, indicating that the 

concentration of DOX decreased along the light path during the absorbance 

measurements. The fluorescence intensity first increased and the decreased after a 

maximum as the concentration of Tx-100 increased. It was understood from the 
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intensity. Further increasing the Tx-100 concentration resulted in decreasing the 

fluorescence intensity value due to the quenching effect of the concentrated DOX 

within the micelles. It was understood that the Tx-100 concentration is an important factor 

in estimating the free-DOX concentration in solution. 
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Figure 4.20. The absorbance and fluorescence intensity values of (a) 2.68 µg/ml and (b) 
66.8 µg/ml of free-DOX in different concentrations of Tx-100 solutions. 
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values for two set of liposome suspensions at half dilutions each were measured before 

addition of free-DOX. The florescence intensity values were zero or negligible for 

different concentrations of liposomes (data not shown). On the other hand, as shown in 

Figure 4.21, the absorbance is linearly proportional to the liposome or lipid 

concentrations.   

 

 

Figure 4.21. The absorbance values for liposomes as lipids at different concentrations. 

 

The absorbance and fluorescence intensity values for free-DOX at 

concentrations of 2.68 µg/ml and 66.8 µg/ml were measured in the presence of different 

concentrations of lipid (liposome) suspensions. In order to adjust the required 

0,00

0,01

0,02

0,03

0,04

0,05

0,06

0,07

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

A
b
so
rb
an

ce
, a
.u
.

Fl
u
o
re
sc
e
n
ce
 in
te
n
si
ty
, a
.u
.

Tx‐100 concentration, mM

Fluo.

Abs.

[DOX]=2.68 µg/ml

0,0

0,1

0,2

0,3

0,4

0,5

0,6

0,7

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

180

190

200

210

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

A
b
so
rb
an

ce
, a
.u
.

Fl
u
o
re
sc
e
n
ce
 in
te
n
si
ty
, a
.u
.

Tx‐100 concentration, mM

Fluo.

Abs.

[DOX]=66.8 µg/ml
(a) (b)

y = 0,1364x
R² = 0,9983

0,00

0,05

0,10

0,15

0,20

0,25

0,30

0,35

0,40

0,45

0,0 1,0 2,0 3,0 4,0

A
b
so
rb
an

ce
, a
.u
.

Lipid (Liposome) Concentration, mM



62 
 

concentrations, constant volume of free-DOX were added into each liposome solutions. 

In order to make a background correction, the absorbance value is need to know for the 

liposome samples. The measurement of the liposome number is practically not possible. 

Therefore, the measured absorbance values for DOX were subtracted from the 

absorbance values initially measured for liposomes. Figure 4.22 shows the absorbance 

and fluorescence intensity values for the two DOX concentrations in different liposome 

suspensions. As shown in the figures, the absorbance values for the two different DOX 

concentrations were almost the same whereas the florescence intensity increased as the 

lipid concentration increased. A steady increase was seen at low DOX concentration as 

shown in Figure 4.22(a) and a sudden increase has occurred at high DOX concentration 

and continued to increase with the liposome concentrations as shown in Figure 4.22(b). 

It seems that the DOX molecules adsorbed on the liposomes and their fluorescence 

quantum efficiency, which is the florescence intensity per absorbed light, has increased. 

Therefore, an increase was observed for the free-DOX samples as the amount of 

liposomes was increased in the solution. 

 

 

Figure 4.22. The absorbance and fluorescence intensity values of (a) 2.68 µg/ml and (b) 
66.8 µg/ml of free-DOX in different concentrations of lipid (liposome) 
suspensions. 
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after adding the lower and higher concentrations of the two DOX solutions into each 

dilution. Figure 4.23 shows the absorbance and fluorescence intensity values of 2.68 

µg/ml and 66.8 µg/ml of free-DOX in different concentrations of (NH4)2SO4 solutions. 

As shown in the figure, the absorbance values were not affected significantly however, 

the fluorescence values decreased as the (NH4)2SO4 concentration increased. It seems 

that there is an interaction between SO4
= ions and DOXH+ ions and both ions form a 

complex. However, measured solubility product constant (Ksp) of SO4
= and DOXH+ 

ions complex was under the theoretical Ksp as seen in Figure 4.24. In this situation, it 

was expected a precipitation in the environment. The decline of fluorescence intensity 

value of (NH4)2SO4 concentration was interpreted as fluorescence quenching effect due 

to interaction of SO4
= ions with DOXH+ ions. 

 

 

Figure 4.23. The absorbance and fluorescence intensity values of (a) 2.68 µg/ml and (b) 
66.8 µg/ml of free-DOX in different concentrations of (NH4)2SO4 
solutions. 
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Figure 4.24. The calculated solubility (Ksp) values for the complex between SO4
= and 

DOXH+ ions at different (NH4)2SO4 buffer concentrations. 
 

The calibration curves for the free-DOX were obtained in ultra-pure water, 50 

mM of PBS, and 82 mM of Tx-100 solutions. As shown in Figure 4. 25, the fluorescence 

intensities for the free-DOX in PBS solutions were relatively lower than those in the 

ultra-pure water at higher DOX concentrations. The fluorescence intensities for the free-

DOX in Tx-100 solutions were significantly higher than those in the ultra-pure water and 

PBS at higher DOX concentrations. It seems that DOX molecules form complexes with 

PBS, especially with the charged phosphates groups in PBS, and isolated within 

micelles in the Tx-100 solution so that the florescence intensities were significantly 

higher in the Tx-100 solution. 

 

 

Figure 4. 25. The comparison of the calibration curves for the free-DOX in ultra-pure 
water, 50 mM of PBS, and 82 mM of Tx-100 solutions. 
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diluted. For instance, when the DOX molecules formed complexes in PBS solution or 

aggregated among themselves in ultra-pure water, the dilution would have been resulted 

in relatively higher concentrations than the values theoretically calculated. Therefore, as 

shown in Figure 4.26, the fluorescence intensity was higher for the diluted free-DOX 

solutions; indeed, their concentration must be higher if the calibration curve for DOX in 

the Tx-100solution is more realistic. In order to evaluate the DOX concentration especially 

at higher concentrations, the self-association of DOX need to be analyzed. 

 

 

Figure 4.26. The calibration curves for free-DOX in ultra-pure water, PBS, and Tx-100 
solutions. 
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It was assumed that the equilibrium constants from Eq. (4.6) to Eq. (4.9) are 

equal to each other (K1 = K2 = K3 = … = Kn). According to the isodesmic self-

association model, the monomer concentration (Dm) is related to the total DOX 

concentration (DT) with Eq. (4.10). 

 

௠ܦ
்ܦ

ൌ ݂ ൌ ቆ
2

1 ൅ ඥ1 ൅ ்ܦ௡ܭ4
ቇ
ଶ

 

 

(4. 10) 

Here, the equilibrium constant, Kn, was reported to be 7030 ± 920 M-1. 

According to the isodesmic self-association model, the ratio of the monomer DOX 

concentration (Dm) to the total DOX concentration (DT) can be related to the total DOX 

concentrations (DT) as shown in Figure 4.27. As shown in the figure, the monomer 

DOX concentration is related to the total DOX concentration with a non-linear 

relationship. Because the main source for the fluorescence intensity is originated from 

the monomer DOX molecules, any aggregates of DOX from dimers, trimers, tetramers, 



67 
 

etc. cause a quenching effect in florescence measurement and decrease the fluorescence 

intensity values during the measurements. The isodesmic self-association model can be 

used to correct the quenching effect of DOX at higher concentrations and to obtain 

more realistic results. 

 

 
Figure 4.27. According to the isodesmic self-association model, Representation of the 

monomer DOX concentration (Dm) in the total DOX concentration (DT) at 
different total DOX concentrations (DT). 
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the slope of the calibration curves is almost linear up to the florescence intensity value 

of 140 a.u. and 90 a.u.for the monomer (Dm) and total(DT) DOX concentrations, 

respectively, and can be used in the calculations. 
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Figure 4.28. The fluorescence intensity values with respect to both the total DOX 
concentration (DT) and the monomer DOX concentration (Dm). 
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concentration was smaller than 0.035 mg/ml or the DT concentration was smaller than 

0.11 mg/ml. 

 

 

Figure 4.29. The polynomial equation to calculate the total DOX concentration (DT) 
from the monomer DOX concentration (Dm). 

 

In the light of the generated information, the DOX contents within the liposomes 

were reanalyzed. When a sample with a volume of Vi was withdrawn from a stock 

solution of lipo-DOX with a concentration of Co and diluted it to a final volume of VT, 

its concentration becomes C1. From the mass balance, Eq. (4.14) can be written and the 

concentration in the cuvette can be calculated from Eq. (4.15).  
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When the fluorescence intensity exceeds the limit defined in the linear region of 

the calibration curve, additional dilutions can be made. In this case, the concentration 

estimated for each cuvette, Cn, is related to the dilution factor, DFn, and the slope should 

give the concentration of the stock solution, Co.  

௡ܥ ൌ .௡ܨܦ  ௢ (4. 16)ܥ

Figure 4.30shows the DOX concentrations in each cuvette with respect to different 

dilution factor using calibration curves for total DOX concentration (DT) and monomer 

DOX concentration (Dm). As shown in the figure, there is a linear trend between the 

dilution factors and the measured concentrations in each cuvette. As shown in the 

figure, the slope of each line gave the concentration of the stock lipo-DOX solutions 
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which must be the same for each. However, the general trend show a deviation from 

linearity when the initial concentration exceeded the limit concentration of about 0.012 

mg/ml DOX, especially for the total DOX concentration for which the estimated 

concentration of the stock lipo-DOX solution is significantly lower.  

From the mass balance, Eq. (4.15) or Eq. (4.16) can be used. It was expected a 

linear curve between the measured concentration versus the dilution factor (Vi/VT). It 

can be determined the concentration of stock solution from the slopes of the lines. It 

was given the DT and Dm concentration values which were drawn versus the dilution 

factor in Figure 4.30. As seen in this graph, the calculated DOX concentrations changed 

linearly for dilution factor of two calculations. According to the evaluation from the 

calibration curves for the total concentration and monomer concentrations, it was 

understood from initial volumes of samples that the concentration of the stock lipo-

DOX solution was between 0.2 and 0.26 mg/ml. And, most probably, the concentration 

of the stock lipo-DOX solution was about 0.237 mg/ml.   

 

 

Figure 4.30. The DOX concentrations in each cuvette with respect to different dilution 
factor using calibration curves for (a) total DOX concentration (DT) and (b) 
monomer DOX concentration (Dm). 
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seems that relatively lower DOX concentration was detected by using the calibration 

curve for the total DOX when the DOX concentration was higher. The opposite is true 

when the calibration curve was used for the monomer DOX, that is, relatively lower 

DOX concentration was detected by using the calibration curve for the monomer DOX 

when the DOX concentration was lower. It was understood that one sample would be 

satisfactory to estimate the concentration of the stock lipo-DOX solution by estimating 

the concentration of the subsequent dilutions. 

 

 

Figure 4.31. The measured concentrations of the stock lipo-DOX solution estimated 
from its first dilutions and from the subsequent dilutions using the 
calibration curves for total DOX (DT) and monomer DOX (Dm) calibration 
curves. 
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concentrations, higher than CMC, the fluorescence intensity showed a linear trend up to 

0.5 mM of the lipo-DOX (lipid) concentrations and did not increase at higher 

concentration due to the quenching effect because the fluorescence intensity was much 

higher at these concentrations. When the fluorescence intensity value is higher than 80, 

the calibration curve with respect to the total DOX concentrations (DT) cannot be used. 

Therefore, the calibration curve with respect to monomer DOX concentration (Dm) was 

employed upto the fluorescence intensity vale of 150 a.u.. Figure 4.28(b) shows the 

DOX concentrations estimated for different concentrations of lipo-DOX suspensions at 

different Tx-100 concentrations. As shown in the figure, DOX concentrations could not be 

detected at Tx-100 concentrations lower than 0.24 mM. DOX concentrations were 

obtained for higher Tx-100 concentrations and they were linear with respect to different 

concentrations of lipo-DOX suspensions. At higher lipo-DOX concentrations, the 

linearity was deviated due to quenching effect. The linear increase/decrease of the 

diluted samples is in good agreement with each other. 

 

 

Figure 4.32. (a) Fluorescence intensity values and (b) estimated DOX concentrations for 
different concentrations of Lipo-DOX suspensions containing different 
concentrations of Tx-100 solution. 
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concentration decreased. An important finding of this study is that the lipo-DOX 
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DOX suspensions as accurate as possible. 
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Figure 4.33. Estimated DOX concentration for the stock lipo-DOX solutions at different 
Tx-100 concentrations 

 

The estimated stock DOX concentrations were analyzed for each lipo-DOX 

suspension at different Tx-100/Lipid ratios. Figure 4.34showsthe determined stock DOX 

concentrations with respect to different Tx-100/Lipid ratios at different lipo-DOX 

suspensions. As shown in the figure, Tx-100/Lipid ratio must be above 6.0 mol/mol for 

the determination of DOX concentrations from lipo-DOX samples. Below this ratio, Tx-

100 concentration might not open the pores on the liposomes and release the DOX out of 

the liposomes. 

 

 

Figure 4.34. The estimated stock DOX concentrations for each lipo-DOX suspension at 
different Tx-100/Lipid ratios 
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4.4. Langmuir-Type Doxorubicin Loading within Liposomes 

Doxorubicin was loaded within liposomes. Different concentrations of 

liposomes were prepared. Similarly, different concentrations of DOX solutions were 

prepared. Then, DOX solutions were loaded within different concentrations of 

liposomes and analyzed. Figure 4.35 shows the loading of DOX within liposomes at 

different DOX concentrations for each liposome (lipid) amount. As shown in Figure 

4.35(a), the loaded-DOX concentrations are Langmuir-like at different liposome 

concentrations. The dashed lines show the curve fit of the experimental data to the 

Langmuir equation, Eq. (4.17). As shown in the figure, the Langmuir-like behavior is 

consistent with each liposome content. Figure 4.35(b) show the Langmuir constants (no 

and K) for different liposome concentrations. As shown in the figure, the Langmuir 

constants are linearly related to the liposome concentrations. When the liposome 

concentrations varied, as shown in Figure 4.35(c), similar Langmuir-type relationships 

were observed for the loaded-DOX concentrations with the liposome (lipid) 

concentrations at different loading DOX concentrations. Again, the Langmuir constants 

are linearly related to the loading DOX concentrations. 

݊ ൌ
݊௢. ܥ
ܭ ൅ ܥ

 (4. 17) 

The mechanism of the Langmuir equation is related to the number of sites on a 

surface. There is equilibrium between the adsorbing molecules and adsorbed molecules. 

When the DOX loading within the liposomes was considered, it was expected that the 

DOX molecules adsorb on the liposomes, diffuse through their bilayer membrane, and 

make complex or crystallize with the available SO4
= ions within the liposomes. Our 

understanding is primitive at this stage whether the DOX encapsulation is an 

equilibrium process or not. However, it is clear that there is an encapsulation capacity of 

liposomes for DOX as shown in the figures as a level-off as the DOX or liposome 

(lipid) concentration increases. Therefore, the Langmuir-like behavior has a practical 

importance in DOX loading within the liposomes. The loaded-DOX concentration can 

be figured-out before conducting an experiment.  
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Figure 4.35.Loading of DOX within liposomes; (a) Loading different concentrations of 
DOX to liposome at different concentrations, (b) Langmuir constants for 
the model equation, (c) Loading of DOX to different concentrations of 
liposomes (lipids), (d) Langmuir constants for the model equation. 
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further increased, the conjugated DOX amount started to decrease after a maximum at 

avidin/biotin mole ration of 7.0. As shown in the figure, the conjugated DOX amount on 

the microbubble is about 3.10-8μg-DOX/MB at the optimum at avidin/biotin mole ration 

of 7.0 on microbubbles which is in good agreement with the literature. 

 

 

Figure 4.36. Conjugated DOX amount with respect to avidin/biotin mole ratio on the 
microbubbles prepared at different biotin%. 

 

Figure 4.37 shows the fluorescence images of microbubble-lipo-DOX 

conjugates. As shown in the figure, the liposomes containing DOX is coupled with the 

microbubbles.  The doxorubicin anti-cancer agent was successfully encapsulated with 

the liposomes and conjugated with the microbubbles.  

 

 

 

Figure 4.37. The images of microbubble-lipo-DOXconjugates 
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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSIONS 

Doxorubicin was loaded within liposomes and coupled with microbubbles for an 

efficient drug delivery vehicle. Liposomes were produced by the extrusion method 

through polycarbonate membranes with a pore size of 200 nm and a narrow size 

distribution between 90 nm and 330 nm were obtained. The average size for liposomes 

was generally between 180-190 nm. The sizes of liposomes were found to be 

temperature dependent. When temperature increased, liposomes were found to shrink 

and when the temperature decreased, they found to swell. The shrinkage was about 25% 

from 4 oC in the fridge to the body temperature of 37 oC. The DOX release% was found 

to be about 0% at room temperature, about 10% at body temperature and about 45% at 

70 oC. The low permeability of DSPC liposomes to DOX at lower temperatures was 

thought to be due to the volumetric expansion of liposomes. The increase in the DOX 

release% at higher temperatures was thought to be due to the volumetric shrinkage of 

liposomes.  It was therefore found that DSPC liposomes are very stable and 

impermeable to DOX release. The micelle size for Triton X-100 solution was found to 

be between 8 nm and 10 nm. When absorbance measurements were conducted, it was 

found that liposomes gave absorbance values linearly related to its concentration due 

probably to the scattering of light from 200 nm of liposomal particles. Tx-100 solutions 

were null or negligible in the absorbance measurements. However, neither liposome nor 

Tx-100 solutions did not produce a fluorescence intensity. It was understood from the 

calibration curves of DOX that the sample needed to be diluted up to a DOX 

concentration lower than 12 μg/ml. Otherwise, the fluorescence values were deviated 

from the linear line during the measurements. Therefore, a measurement protocol was 

developed to estimate the DOX concentration of a solution. In the protocol, either 

different volume of sample needs to be measured or one of the samples needs to be 

diluted subsequently. The linear range in florescence measurements was found to be 80 

florescence units. When the measured fluorescence intensity exceeds the linear range, 

an isodesmic self-association model was used, where it was shown that the fluorescence 

intensity is linearly related to the monomeric DOX concentration up to 150 fluorescence 
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unit. The estimation of concentration from each dilution will give the stock solution of 

the sample. A Tx-100/lipid mole ratio was found to disrupt the liposomes and estimate the 

concentration of DOX from the liposomes. It was found a Langmuir-like DOX loading 

equation for the loading of DOX within liposomes. The Langmuir constants were linear 

with respect to the loading DOX concentration and for the liposome (lipid9 

concentrations. By using the model equation, the amount of DOX loadings can be 

estimated before conducting experiments. DOX-loaded liposomes could be coupled 

with the biotinylated-microbubbles with avidin-biotin chemistry. The avidin/biotin mole 

ratio was found to be about 7.0on the microbubbles. A maximum of 3×10-8μg-DOX/MB 

was conjugated on the microbubbles at the optimum avidin/biotin ratio of 7.0. I was 

concluded that the conjugated lipo-DOX microbubbles can be used in drug delivery and 

cancer treatments. 
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